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“Women Sitting There Weeping for Tammuz”:
Hebrew Religion and the Descent into the
- Netherworld in Mesopotamia

(&1 2
Archie C. C. LEE

Abstract: This article aims at tracing the religious and literary
writings surrounding “Tammuz”(‘Dumuzi’ in Sumerian) — the
Babylonian God monitoring the growth of agricultural produce and
animals — and analyzing the literary theme of love about Tammuz and
the Goddess Ishtar (‘Inanna’ in Sumerian). Through the Sumerian
epic poem “Inanna’s Descent into the Netherworld”’(Akkadian
version of “Ishtar’s Descent into the Netherworld”), we can have a

glimpse of the literary imagination of the netherworld in the religious
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world of West Asia; also through the investigation of Inanna’s self-
initiated descent into the underworld and Dumuzi’s being forced to be
the substitute of Inanné (Ishtar), we may understand how the Hebrew
Bible, in accordance with the religious mythological materials of
Mesopotamia and:Canaan, established the concept and relations of
the three realms: heaven/ earth/underworld; through which to enter
into the context of Hebrew monotheism as shown in the captivity in
Babylon, and how the power of Heaven and Hades were compressed
and transformed. The article is composed of three parts: the first part
mainly analyzes the Mesopotamian story of Inanna (Ishtar)
descendihg into the netherworld, from which religious imagination is
to be investigated; the second part elucidates the meaning of Inanna’s
replacement by Dumuzi as it appeared in the Biblical literary
descriptions; and the third part attempts to explain the concepts of
Heaven and Hades in the Hebrew Bible and their transformation.

Keywords: Mesopotamian Religion and Mythology (737 i1
Z SR B MEE); Inanna’s Descent into the Netherworld; Hebrew
Biblical Studies; Heaven and Hades
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1 £ James B. Pritchard, ed.; Ancient New Eastern Texts, 3" ed. (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1969), 52-57, 107-109; Samuel Kramer, Sumerian
Mythology, A Study of Spiritual Achievement in the Third Millennium B. C.
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1971), 83-96. A R1F5EZ
A, 2% Stephane Dalley, Myths from Mesopotamia, Creation, The Flood,
Gilgamesh, and Others (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991), 154-162. F#
R A S — SRR 2 2438, 2% Edwin Yamauchi, “Tammuz and the
Bible,” JBL, no. 84 (1965): 283-290. | |
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BEEA: HRELHAEE

RETT D LB AZE. SR F(Leonard Woolley)7E & 1H
(Ur) Z R IR B — Lo B (0, BRI aE . B =000
FRACHE L BRT N 340 1T30F, SR AE ARG F IR 5tk
[l B, RAIE B E. IS RS E R e
FROCRHE R =57, SRR KSHKkE) ., B2E0
Ve, SCHEER T BT I Th R A A T R R 4R, b
J78 DU AR R | R E B 4, |

PR E N RS HURF, BEBIYEBI £ S (the upper
world), B FFER, BRI/ SRR R SR R
L R — LB B, A AE AR ? RS A i
SE B MB T (The Great Above) i B “f{%° ( The Great Below) ”,
HFIEAZ AN EH. 2505, FHEBEL T ERBIE
- IEGAE R BIRRRE, 4 R B B A bR R 1B X Fi
#EEK (Ereshkigal) Mgigt. i BB A<t FEEH, LUk
AEMZ E, RTFEIEEEA, /EAKBEMZ % (The Queen of
Heaven and Earth), R0 Load, BIE8ABRFLoph, W
AR ARESREBE T IRk P, B R S T (1 SCAk A IR B2 A ST B
JRAL. ST BRI B A I B (M), AR N B LR B

N, K. Sandars, Poems of Heaven and Hell from Ancient Mesopotamia (London:
Penguin Book, 1972), 164-165.

B BEBHEEMA, AR AR B ARt 5 2 ST R A B
- ettt A2 B4R Betty De Shong Meador, Uncursing the Dark, Treasures

Jrom the Underworld (New York: Chiron Publications, 1993), 17-18.

[31 Samuel Kramer, History Begins at Sumer (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1981), 156.

"% BE. SEEBRE[S. N. Kramer]: (BR3ERAIFT-R/HH#3%) [“Sumerian and
Akkadian Mythologies™], & B 1% [trans. Wei, Qingzheng], & (5 ifLqs
75 ) [World Ancient Mpythologies], Jb3%: # X Hi i+t [Beijing: Huaxia Publishing
House], 1989 %, % 87 H.,
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HLE K B B 4F A M (Ninshubur), 3 4th= Rpg i At ke Ik,
{68 JiE 0 i) - B2 4i3% €7 (The Assembly of Gods)#k#e, T HiEZE
I EE R, IEER ST M0 B Y B 2 BRI T (Bnlil of
Nippur). Bz B HE4i(Nanna of Ur)FIRFEALIN -
B (Enki of Bridu). 4R, HEI0T R R PR E 0 BIE M 2 1%
i M IE IR FET B Y&( [ the eyes of death ) Fi#%, 5t B R AR
B 47 bR B R = R BRI SRR ], R B R (Bnlil) &
| Zfi(Nanna), BT ERELRTF. BiE, RAEHNEE(Enki)
R, X5 MBS kurgarru B kalaturru, JRIEA
ool Gl | =41 ok P L e S
KA RS, A e ET. A R R
T, FHRSHRLEATES, BUEHEHE, BREREEBEA
WERMER, TEANREFRAR MR ENEERIINR
B EMRREMA T £ HEEN.
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(substitute), FEMRFI“ETARE Z i, HHRAHES, FF
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LR REGEEL), RAMTF LEBRRR, SRE/EE, BEF
ARETHIETHLE AR EEER. PRAEERS, R
b FECLFET- B B % (the eyes of death), FEaWEEEE N T HEE
H K. BREEEN 2B, WMEEA, REREEKES
KFZ S B (Ut .

ISR FERRELTE, SBTERNEBESE, EEHRFEE
QRN R, BREBI—E% A BT 2" (The Death of
Dumuzi) FIRFTIERY: BE=FEFEAR, HBEly FHE
BRAFERTF L, BMTTCIPGESR, ST ERZER, BE
SRR TR LAt AR IT S IE, A S KGR B,
HE R ML M E 0], BRIk aIkefg =, mEeE |
MR T HE, CLRFE R 2 HE A A B T BRI a] BLR
B, BrAFEEHIEM. FAERERERMERTE R,

= R B

SR AR KIS &, SR
MSEFE, RALESREMERBLG, HETAE AR AE R

U BT HBRAE (AMEARY 10:10: “fhERMRIBEREER. Ly, EH, BB,

WETREN. "HEEEDR/EBNTREMTEREF .

@ SR T — A ABE, 25 Samuel Noah Kramer, The Sumerians,

Their History, Culture, and Character (Chicago: Tle University of Chlcago Press,
1963), 156-160.
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=B LT 5] £ 7 (Sumerian King List) DAY, <8
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B (R EERPBBERK, CRFERENWE, SR
36,000 4E4, fhI& FEBKBEEFEHIE 6 1,200 £, FEEM
(M5, HSREHT e Ll B 2 0, B ERER
Eh A+ EZE, RERAEREAMTER, MREFEHO
£ Bad-tibira, 5% —{EE R Girsu. 765 =t FH(Ur TEH,
HBEEENHRAEBEBRTE T MEAHE GEEHEA K
fEERFIEK T WA, BHENNEEEEEC I m/ER
Bk, HES-RE—RETE. MHREMERET ZHF
R, RERT A AEE MRS EE, RAMNEERRTEREE
IR R EEEgES. ERR AR RIEE L ETHM, &

118, Alster, “Tammuz,” Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the Bible, ed. Karel
van der Toorn, Bob Becking, Pieter W. van der Horst (Leiden ; Boston : Brill ;
Grand Rapids, Mich. : Eerdmans, rev. 1999), 828-34; Raphall Kutscher, “The
Cult of Dumuzi / Tammuz,” Bar-Ilan Studies in Assyriology, ed. Jacob Klein,
Aaron Skalst and Pinohas Artzi (Tel Aviv: Bar Ilan University Press, 1990).

(21 Thorkild Jacobsen, The Sumerian King List (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1939). ' '
B BHIME TS EERNELTER, RAREES RN T 08
ST, MMETA TR EBINRE, RARBEIUKZ R E, &
Ei% 64,000 4, B L BTEU ERSAN, WA AEREK, T
L 60 AREABNL. BEEEEE, B, WEENAMHEFE—R
ZH, ’ '

(] Thorkild Jacobsen, The Sumerian King List, 73.

Bl 1bid., 73, 89.

(61 Sysan Ackerman, Under Every Green Tree: Popular Religion in Sixth-Century
Judah (Atlanta, Ga.: Scholars Press, 1992), 80-82.
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TR R, BT SRR X B A A B,
R BB, A M7ERT IS AR T Bk
FMARBEL BE, BRREGR, BT TS MEYT M.
s BIRe . R 4mE R S A AT SR, R0 B o,
B B . BRERT, BLFEkET OB AMEO
. |

ET LB, SRR T MR R AR R S
BT . BB T PR A IR ISt R, AN A sk
(Gilgamesh Epic):Tl & M IS At R B ISR, “HABR, 14T
BRI, RAAME S RRIES. T BB EH R
BRME e, HBRNR RGBT RS, £
B N LA emesal J5SVESCA, 1 fi 045 7] (gala)s
sk, JEIFHR DL &S BT A 47 oA AR R R ) 14,

VEBBREMM, BRI EH LS 8, T acobsen)
MM E%: (D BYZHE2 A8 (Damu); (2) &
WRFZAE; 3) ABRZHE: (B LEXFZ HEY, HE
H 763 S R RO P BE R BRSO A R A A
Ho MRE“UNFEE” (Dumuzi the Shepherd), FHUH BN 2
i, REFHZ ERERFEPHZAERE; thRAEBZM (Dumuzi of
the Grain), /2 [KIFR A sl B AL SL b BB, UL &4, At

[ Thorkild Jacobsen, “Toward the Image of Tammuz,” Toward the Image of
Tammuz and Other Essays on Mesopotamian History and Culture, ed. William L.
Moran (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1970), 73-74.

21 Kutscher, “The Cult of Dumuzi / Tammuz,” 41.

Bl 1bid., 42.

™ Ibid., 44.

1) Thorkild Jacobsen, “Toward the Image of Tammuz,” 73-74.




SREMZ A ERERT, SREHAEZANERRERR.
TR A BRI B A 2 R, ReE A @87 A 2 B IRTTH
IR, HAE AR &2 ¥ (Intransitive God), BIZ“ANE
RIS, BB, B WRMERE, MATEA
e, iR, NREYEM SRR, MARA
BECHME, AEMBESHERT RN, HEAMEHEA
AR, R 3 LAMT A LR,
A, A GRT AN EEE. FE. B, DR
) BRI A, m%mAmwMﬁw%aﬁmmﬁﬁ 18
R,

TR S MR AT R B, MRS
fh, AL, BALAEA, EAPLLR, BHEERAN B EEKE
H /D4 (a beloved lad), L HbRRREGEE. BTH £ B
20, L BT R A ER S BRI &
R B 4 BT R F AR (P S R ) A Sk 4~ A A fr £
R/ . GEET R, BEESE L AAMKTR
L R RS AR A, AT BRI R R SR B
[4]

FEERIR R TE R B AR, SR A — AR AR R AR 1 B
W, BEEBRESNET . WMRE—ESH: TG
95 B R« |
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B RIRERIR !

[ Thorkild Jacobsen, “Toward the Image of Tammuz,” 76.
(21 Susan Ackerman, Under Every Green Tree, 91.

B Jacobsen F|i&—LbkERVER + 2 B AJR Eﬁﬁ?ﬁ;’df“i“ﬁml‘%ﬂﬁzﬁﬁf GE
2, “Toward the Image of Tammuz,” 3 77-78 B.
[ Susan Ackerman, Under Every Green Tree, 81, 85.
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REEAE PR X RER 2 Hpl R R BE !

A H R S5 R BRI VR 1 06 FE B A 3.

PBHERERR, BRIELEEFER.

PRI B2 fih i AR R A 7 % oAt A AR B e R R B D 2 58 T 2
REZ. Bk, MHNRFERAERMACERNSLTRET,
W E 2B RBE. MK EERAGEY. BB RRE T
TR, A AREEGZES, BARSHAL—E, A
ORI TTS LA &y A AT BB KB R T 8 E A P T 5,

= R LA B R R
BB BR

A ERARBKKIIEEES, Rl AsTes g2
FWESORR, BERMET- RS T W OMNE, BOmEAs
PRS2 4R, FEEs—mER. — A, FELRE
4, AAYEEE R AR

RWEHEEM 2, EREEEROEST, Ry
M bSO BB R ML (Me) . BN B I,
“ NI B NS P — 1) S 20 40 R 32 3l (M) B 1407, TR
FREB N WIS (EMMpTRi) —H4ME LBz
B, JURHERE, SREEBUAIT. STERIA S i gk
REHT, T8, FLNBRER, B HH0NE BT aER
CEER. EROHBIA R E =,

[ Susan Ackerman, Under Every Green Tree, 96.
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R, TR 2SN EER TR ERME, Hi, E
ATSCHHR R, TR R L AR RS b2 KR KA
M5 WL, PRI A BT R o, 248 AL TR AT
CENBRSOSE, ERS A —RRE RN L.
LR | e dr 2 b R e 2 K AT DA G RIRR S, (B
> RHEVER, MRS AR AT, RMFER. “ETANRZI”
HEeALES, FHESREREE. ,

ENMTE AR R R REE L, HAARERSAREER
CHFRES, EEEATETTUS AR, AR RIS
= Rr . AVEZE KM, RETUERER, TRREAN
R IR BB R IITE ? B AEARER, AR R R p R At
R, TS SRS, ARXARNEE. EEAN BRI
wik, BRRRRRRRE S SR, R B
AR, MRS, B AF, R MR,
B4y B ) H 5 18 FE T ARE 2 A A IR A S |

eI T AL \ 25, (AL AR DR B A LA A 2
H—RFIEZ P, SRt 598 )R, L
CEREELE R TR B R, RO “BAEAAMAHE, R
WZERH, MNP EZMERTTN, £ EERMZERE (R
R RERS Lo B RER TP M, EMIRSD, B
T SR B A T L H BT e (8:13)Y, ERZ P EIR
NEREEENRTRSEE. UEATEERASRERAER
AL TR E: (—) BEpRNEEg; (O EHERE
FTTRE BN ENGE: (2 M AR & (I

0 3 a| i 2 466 SR SR A AR B,
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DIFG 45 BRG] U RIUR, BLf R 2% B IR E KT
&, BREMGMCRNAE, ERERPAEAROER. 1€X

BAEE, SINESREAT —BEENES, R ERICRE
. [ .
W, B|E-E. B | F558: B ENRE: £
R R R E R | RBEE € (1618
(5-6) (7-13) BN (14-15)
+ 3 7 14 16
3| #
SE4N
wEsk | FAk R | BRFIO (7)) | BB dR R | BB EE Y
e (3D FO (14> | Wk (16)
| B 7 4 7 14 16
g =
55 A
Bt &
| Rt
x® =
# | BR G REMER | R G| W R
55 M (8-11) (14) HEE (16)
fit K.

(1 22 David Block, The Book of Ezekiel (Grand Rapids, Mich.:

1997), 283-285.

W.B. Eerdmans,
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HU|MHERR ERD | YRR SRR
PO (6D (12) (15) (17

“ | .

5K

T8y | RERR | BAEFEA & B=EK#%
5| % | MR (6) | RIM, HF 2, fhMF
+ % O3 AR | KRR
I3 FEigh (12) Er A7)
E |

& H 6 13 15 i
A

¥ O]

EREINE

ki

HATLUE B, bR ml— (i, — b — A a2 T4,
BB, BT IRBMAMTHERYD, BECEER
HEMREATHRY, LHBREmgEys2gEREN, 2UATIA
BT ER IR T LA, R R B

DITEAE S\ B2 BB B30k, HEIEARM SR AR
B, 3 — BB ATE 45 IR B R AR S A N L L S, T
TSI Rl RKEEAC B 5k B (Yehezkel Kaufmann)3E25L)
TG 4 2 T B R B R B B (B R 2 R AN S B R R A L
R, B LATE A5 AR BB L Ly, B PR M P LRI AR M

M'David Block, The Book of Ezekiel, 283.
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(CEZE ﬁﬁ@mﬁﬁ%

B, R %ﬁ%@fﬁﬁﬁz&%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%%ﬁi%
7 REARE(ET: 22-23), AHEBZ BIBGRETEDR, LU
4 A T B D 65 oAb O B s, BSRSK fry 28
BB (Temple Sermon, HE 7:1-15), EEAR¥DIAFHKEATIE
17, ZUHTEE, R R UL Y TE R T

2R BABMFKNARE BT BRI W, MR E
8 AP DA T 4\ R BT AR B 0 & NIREESRA Z ee BMEAR
A IRREAY” D, HRR SO (VR A b SELER R A R
i, AIEIEERES FEM . ERERE BRAEEERBE
Wil SAERTE, BRR RO () A L i o BRAT RS SR T oo B
AR AR — . {E 18 (Halperin) 5 Hi% K SR 2h
HISEIGTER, LR AKTIEE Y B RAUR BRI AT 5, B3
P bR St ) M £ R BRI K S 40). BRAMIARS T A 2
CIBMEFIA, AR R o,
R A AR R, ORI E R, BRTHREUE
B NBEE T RO B, AR s, R
DA B R, TNT AT B 0 A A B I SRR SR
B, B AT B BT R B AR R T
MR, RIS R IR, TR B R
R BEECE, FRERUATIRMFERR.

(1] Yehezkel Kaufmann, The Religion of Israel: From lIts Beginnings to the
Babylonian Exile, translated and abridged by Moshe Greenberg (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1960), 430-432.

) Yehezkel Kaufmann, 25 403-409 H. David J. Halperin 7t A E PR R
Kaufmann E’JE% 2% Seeking Ezekiel, Text and Psychology (Umvers1ty Park:
The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1993), 45.

(1 David J. Halperin, Seeking Ezekiel, Text and Psychology, 47. %ﬂlﬁaﬁﬁ FR, ZiijC
AT AR T S TR D R




M0, FEREEPERE S ERELEL

ZAH R SCRBRE R Zysheol™, RIEAZJEFT. F0KELLH
AR ML, R BRRGRESY FINES, M
ERBSHE, FHAREEMEBE—E<ENARZH#” (The land of
no return). {H7ERMFESBRT, FERABEFRZMN, L
T BRAERE R Lok, EUEERA, BB KA T s AT
NIB Lo 5 THR5EE 2 O E 2 St R — 1 33 47 61 F G
b 28). BRI MRS IR M, RFEFETBEE, AR
X B2 M, B2 GUARE R E B R, FERG R,
K- BB R R AR 2 A, 55 AR S A 8 S RS A
M, B H E R K (heavens) B [E i (sheol) B 7E LW 5 va R E
Hz .

- BETHEIR L 1/J\?§%B%. RAETERTH TS 14&2&%5% (7
139:8)

ERE UG EAREHER, RARMGCRMAERTANXE, &
EEEEREEDE Eaks, BLTREESE:

FARFFTEERSE, BFNDEME, RRERLERER,
WA, WHRE, WEMH, LREEE. (910

I Nicholas J. Tromp, M. S. C. Primitive Conceptions of Death and the Nether
World in the Old Testament (Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1969), 21-79.

[2] Nicholas J. Tromp, Primitive Concepttons of Death and the Nether World in
the Old Testament , 134-135.
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EREE AL ERIRSEE
HABRRTERMARE EHES:

B AR R MASIRE, AORENR, (R A TR,
HBERAER 3, fhiBERREREM T E. G 49:16-17)

- EWAE AT NTRERNE, BEOWAGEREFRR
b, i R 5 L IE 28

TR BT FATEANER? HERE TR R AR ?
AEEH B SR SR I 2 S 7
BEFEIRT- PR SRR B B ?

PRIt 2 25 B 7 U A AIE TS ? IR A BB REFE SEL it
WeAE?  (5F 88:10-12) |

%mﬁ$%$ﬁzﬁﬂﬁﬁ , PEM R AZEZ AR
ZEE. -

ROOHFHARER, #HEESERREZ . RFEES, BRI
A AERE— DA &mmﬁﬁfﬁﬁm% BERON, i
R R RO EEER, BAARAET . ERHEHNE;
%k, ANTREMEOARE LK. @Tﬁ@aam% ﬁi&?ﬁm
Hift, (fH 7:6-10)

R AT REEE? KIGETEAR, WRAETRE,
S B ER RS MBS, FTLLRSE R, A,
BRI M, TSRS . (1 10:20-22)

MR, AAARELRA N ARBER, N 2R AR
R—EANDAE 2 BA X EERTT (A 16:22), BEEHER




R LA M SATE RS IR, AMETE o= 2
B MM BRI B ISR, BT BB AR, PR R B
HIERE Y FTZERS R B RTIZE (3908 6 % 4 & 5 SiATRRHRAN
I, SRR, EIRMOEBRER. HAERLEAL
SR, M RESIR? e R R L, BN
[ETE] 1439 % 11 SO MTRARE: “RTFRR
B, MRS, AR, XBRIREEIE Y & SR
B, WIS A FIEE TH, EAEL. SRR SRR,
PRt A KT R RS 2 AR T BRI TS ? IR
RAGESNEEHTRRMN. KOS, FEnM, 7
ERMEHMNR S EENRKRERRERE.
ORI MG — R RE S, FEUETIANRE
BBEr, SCASCER R R T MR R HOC R SR, DG
bR 2 AR B S DL B B A L E R A
FEAT 6 5 v -t U B ER B — L6 3E TSI (7 %, John Day
370 %4 5 255 4 0525 T OO 5 T B 0 5 T 405 1) A 5 R T K 2
wEAHY, B ALEARAEESPRREEINER, UEAF]
AFEEH, BABAEE. B, WAZM, RAHAEEEESYE
B2, T ATE, TR, 76 AATR B 2 45k
DR, REREE (2:16-17), FHOAETEHKMAG.

AR MARGER, RAEAR, KUMERM, H
EATR. B, A, BLBREAIAIR. (] 2:21-22)

EENBIEH Moty B EIER, KARME, HEMERRE,

M John Day, “Resurrection Imégery from Baal to the Book of Daniel,” Congress
Volume, Cambridge 1995, ed. J.A. Emerton (Leiden: Brill, 1997), 125-133.
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BEES. MK

KRR ST, BRI EE, A H 5 TR IR AR Y
HeyE. fPEEEsn EReBEEBIRMEHEN, RuEEEEBKEN”
(6:3), M B EFIIE . 7 (14:5) HERUEFIREEES
WA (6:1; 13:1), {HE %WM%E R (6:2-3), T
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