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The Response of the Chinese Name of God in
Chinese Christian Intellectuals: A Study on the
Term Question in Wanguo Gongbao

Cheng Xiaojuan

Abstract: The Term Question was one of the most
controversial questions in the history of Chinese Bible
translation. As the recipient, Chinese understanding can not
be neglected in solving this problem. However, missionaries
hadn’t paid enough attention to this primary ingredient for a
long time, and only a few of Chinese people participated in
the debate upon the Term Question. A series of articles on
Wanguo Gongbao from 1877 to 1878 gave voice to the
Chinese Christians’ understanding of the Chinese term of

God,which became one of the most precious sources on this
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thesis. By analyzing those sources detailedly, this paper
found that Chinese Christians who participated in the discus-
sion had independent viewpoints and particular understanding
on the Term Question. They didn’t completely fellow the ideas
of missionaries, but brought forward their own perspectives
and judgments from their own cultural tradition and life cir-
cumstances. They also tried to demonstrate their ideas reason-
ably from every aspect, which presented a trend of double-
direction hermeneutic in the discussion. Meanwhile, they be-
haved with an attitude of tolerance, that is, on the one hand
they considered overall situation, and on the other hand,
they tried to gain some living space for their onginal cultural
identity. The study on this thesis shows that the cultural iden-
tity and living circumstance of the recipient was a significant
factor in cultural transmission which can not be obviated. At
the same time, it also shows that there are some altered fac-
tors in the exchange between transmitters and recipients, and
these altered factors are significant in accomplishing the
transmission.
Key words: Wanguo Gongbao; Term Question;

Chinese Christians; Cultural identity; Cultural intercourse
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