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Interpretation of the Biblical Cosmogony
in The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven
& its Response in China

SUN Caixia

Abstract: In The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven,
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Matteo Ricci interpreted that God is the creator of all things
mainly by His existence and divinity. However, this interpretation
implies the contradictions between the natural theology and the
revealed theology , Platonism and Aristotelian philosophy in Ricci’ s
interpretation. And China never has the dualist concepts about
creator/created. So this‘interpretati(_)n aroused an intense debate.
The opponents questioned God’ s ultimacy and uniqueness. In
fact, both sides hoped toc limit the other with their own
interpretation of the scriptures. This made it difficult to achieve
unity. It tells us that, in order to obtain the true exchange of
heterogeneous religions and cultures, we must pursue the
differences while reserving similarities of different religions. |
Key words: Matteo Ricci; The True Meaning of the Lord

of Heaven ;the cosmogony ; interpretation ; response
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