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Abstract

Louis Althusser’s study of Marxism and ideological theory has
been given much attention abroad, but the significance of his early
Christian belief has been ignored. Exploring the relation between
Althusser and Christianity contributes to our comprehension of the
systematic nature of Althusser’s ideological theory and to the
elaboration of its inherent contradictions. This essay looks at the
three aspects of Althusser’s deconstruction of the myth of “seeing,”
the myth of over-determination and the myth of ideology, and
discusses how Althusser’s early Christian experience had a profound
effect on the development of his theological theory, constituting an
“epistemological obstacle” to his intensive study of Marxism.

Keywords: Althusser, Christianity, specter, ideological theory
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* ARTCE 2009 A EHH A SCHEE R E 4R A G I B CRAPE 7 S Hs
ERAABETE ) (09Y]C752011 ); TLPHEALEAHE: “+—F” (2010 47 ) BEDHA (HF
G L o o e B SR SEUAR S g AR SRAIEZE W 10WX 19 )BT FE iR Z — . [This
essay is part of the “Contemporary Western Christian Poetics Research Project” funded by
Social Sciences Foundation of The Ministry of Education (Project No.: 09YJC752011) and
“Research Project of the Convergence of and the Conflicts between Contemporary Marxist
poetics and Theological poetics” funded by Social Sciences Foundation of Jiangxi Province
(Project No.: 10WX19).]

© Roland Boer, “Althusser's Catholic Marxism,” Rethinking Marxism, vol. 19, no. 4
(2007): 469.

2 Luke Ferretter, Louis Althusser (London and New York: Routledge, 2006), 2.

AR (PTERARZE . SRMERIEIR), RERRE, G500 WHLHEE R
*1,20014F 45 93 & [Keiso Shobo, Althusser: A Epistemological Break, trans. ZHU Jianke
(Shijiazhuang: Hebei Education Press, 2001), 93.]
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VAR (PFEREEIA— BT AR EAS ), MM, RE. THARMR
#,20034F, %5 342 & [Louis Althusser, Philosophie et Politique Lire Althusser, ed. CHEN
Yue (Changchun: Jilin Education Press, 2003), 342.]
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% Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, vol. 3, q12, a3 (London: Blackfriars, 1964).
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VOB (HURERMEREH) ), BOMESRE, Jbut: ARMRGE, 2004 4F, 517 H.
[Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, trans. DENG Xiaomang (Beijing: People’s Press,
2004), 17.]

P ORME . CEEHINAT), ST, Jbat: BBEIIEE, 19844, 531
H . [Ludwig Andreas Feuerbach, The FEssence of Christianity, trans. RONG Zhenhua
(Beijing: Commercial Press, 1984), 31.]

YT (R EIY 8 ) (BT BRI AL 3 %), hRaER
gmae, bt AR AL, 1960 4F, 55 4 B [Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The German
Ideology, in Complete Works of Marx and Engels, vol. 3, trans. and ed. Central
Compilation and Translation Bureau (Beijing: People’s Press, 1960), 4.]
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B R O 18 A AR A ) B R R A R R R N AR R, (H

O oy PTAEREE (RS ), BERGE, FhEEAL, dunt: RIBEN SN, 1984
A, 55 13-14 H . [Louis Althusser, Pour Marx, trans. GU Liang, ed. DU Zhangzhi (Beijing:
Commercial Press, 1984), 13-14.] FURI#RZELL 1845 4F & Ft BRI RS T S8 1 B 7 A iy
BB B, 2R R BB R BB
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HRRA:, 2008 4F, % 5 H . [Louis Althusser, Etienne Balibar, et al., Reading Capial, trans.
LI Qiging and FENG Wenguang (Beijing: Central Compilation and Translation Press,
2008), 5.]
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Louis Althusser, For Marx, trans. Ben Brewster (Allen Lane: The Penguin Press, 1969),
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The Absent Centre of Political Ontology, trans. YING Qi, CHEN Liwei, MENG Jun and LI
Yong (Nanjing: Jiangsu People’s Press, 2005), 116-117.]
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% Louis Althusser, Essays in Self-Criticism, trans. Grahame Lock (London: New Left
Books, 1976), 71.
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(Beijing: Central Complication and Translation Press, 2005), 169.]

© VGRS SRR - IR (REVEER M), ZRBARE, Jbn. ANEEIEHTN =
WiEE, 1989 4F, 45 121-122 &, [Sigmund Freud, Moses and Monotheism, trans. LI
Zhankai (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Company, 1989), 121-122.]

O OVERE SRR - IR OME . (KSR A), HEREIEE, Jbat. SER WAL,
1999 4F, % 24 H . [Sigmund Freud, The Future of an Ilusion, trans. YANG Shaogang
(Beijing: Huaxia Publishing Company, 1999), 24.]
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@ Jacques Lacan, The Four Fundamental Concepts of Psychoanalysis: The Seminar of
Jacques Lacan, Book XI, ed. Jacques-Alain Miller, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York &
London: W. W. Norton & Company, 1978), 59-60.]
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https://www.marxists.org/chinese/althusser/mia-chinese-althusser-197612.htm . [Alth
usser, “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses,” trans. MENG Dengying and ZHAO
Wen. ]
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@ Louis Althusser, Essays in Self-Criticism, trans. Grahame Lock, 52.
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