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Liberty: A Discourse in terms of Right and Utility
——A Review of J. S. Mill’s On Liberty

HUO hong-xia( Center for jurisprudence Research, jilin
University, Chang Chun 130012 China)

Abstract: Mill’s thought of liberty includes two different levels. one is promise of
liberty as right , the other is argumentation of liberty as utility. The inner strain arises
from the unique argumentation on the basis of utilitarianism, however, the priority of the
principle of utility in Mill’s thought of liberty reveals why apparent conflicts between
utility and liberty were not real in Mill’s thought of liberty.
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