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An Interpretation of Dao:A Contrast between Philosophical and Theological Perspectives
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Ring Road, No. 155, Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences, Chengdu, Sichuan, China. Tel:13072880126. E-mail: liyuanguo@
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Abstract: Dao is a historical concept. Therefore, the understanding of Dao should be
comprehensively analyzed from a historical perspective. In fact,the notion of Dao is not unique to
China. Other civilizations, such as the Greek, Hebrew, and Indian civilization, have had many
insights concerning Dao. The Greeks regarded Dao (Logos) as the appearance and existence of the
world. Logos (Dao) had other meanings: ( Logos) Dao not only could be interpreted as speech,
language , sentence , talk , etc , but also as calculation,accounting, and thinking. Moreover,n terms of
metaphysics, Logos (Dao) could be used as a principle ,and could also be understood as rationality,
thought and spirit. Thus it can be seen,Dao is the ontology of the universe and the nature of gods,
and is existing in the world, things, and its evolution process.

Key terms: Dao;lLogos;rationality thought and spirit ;the ontology of the universe ;the nature of god
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