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Analysis on Books of the Stories in the Bible
Published in China 1999—2014

HOU Zhaoyang

Abstract: Books of the stories translated or adapted from the Bible are
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increasingly popular in China since 1999, and about 60 kinds have ap-
peared. Van LOON’s The Story of the Bible has gained huge success in Chi-
na as it has 30 translation editions. Chinese scholars employ localization
strategy when telling stories in Bible, changing the Bible from a text of for-
eign lands and full of unfamiliar features into a Chinese one in order to at-
tracting most Chinese readers. And in most cases, translators and adapters
understand and interpret the Bible not with religious convictions but in his-
torical ways. The surge in publishing books of the stories in the Bible may
be taken as a follow-up trend of 1980s and 1990s. And there may appear
much higher quality versions in the near future.
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