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Abstract

This article aims at constructing Calvin’s theology of
responsible life in order to find its significance and limits in
relation to modernity. For Calvin, responsibility means human
obedience to God since human beings were created in the image
of God, which constitutes human identity as the children of God.

For this reason, the center of Calvin’s ethics is the
restoration of the image of God in human beings, corresponding
to obedience to God. The dynamics of the restoration of the image
of God are found in self-denial and bearing the cross in Christian
life. At the same time, conscience as the inner forum reflects
whether human beings obey God’s will or not. In this way, Calvin
stresses the liberation of Christian life from the unrest of a bad
conscience.

The vocation of God establishes a room where the

responsible life responds to God. In response to God, Christians
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bear the fruits of God’s grace and witness God’s righteousness in

this world. In this way, Christians participate in the change of
society and societal reform. For Calvin, Christian spirituality is
not limited to a specific group or to life in a monastery.

In conclusion: Calvin’s understanding of the responsible life

has a close relation to modernity in the ways of human identity,
intellectual  characteristic, responsible act and worldly

participation, although the limits cannot be ignored.
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