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The Structure, Theology,

and Messages of Genesis

Isaac J. Chen

Abstract: Genesis is the first book in both Christian
and Hebrew Bible. The books written on Genesis are rich and
innumerable.  Some Christians have used Genesis for the
purpose of apologetics.  This long ~term development has
created the danger of Christianizing the book of Genesis.
Christians believe that the formation of the Bible includes
human factors, but also a divine force behind them. Whether
readers agree with this view or not, the analysis of the
literary structure of Genesis reveals that the text was
structured with purpose. The author/editor aims to
communicate something specific to his or her readers/
listeners. The arrangement of the whole book according to the
“toledoth formula” strongly expresses this intention. Since the
literary structure is clear,we will be able to study and explore
the author/editor’s intention, which Christian scholars have
neglected for a long time. In other words, Genesis must be
read in the context of the Pentateuch and the history of Israel.
Otherwise, Christians run the risk of engaging in “eisogesis, "
or improperly interpreting messages, which the author/editor
wants to convey. Only with a clear understanding of Genesis,

written to the people of Israel, will Christians fully grasp the
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book’s meaning to them here and now.
Key words: toledot (toledoth); Genesis; literary

structure ; intention
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® % W Lasor, William Sanford, David Allan Hubbard,and Frederic Willaim Bush,
with contributions by Leslie C. Allen, James R. Battenfield, John E. Hartley,
Robert L. Hubbard, Jr., John E. McKenna, Willaim B. Nelson, Jr. Old
Testament Survey:The Message, Form, and Background of the Old Testament
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans), 1996,2nd edition, 16,
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O BRER (RHLGR), BRMHIE, Fi . f F,2001,9951, Lasor, William
Sanford, David Allan Hubbard,and Frederic Willaim Bush,with contributions
by Leslie C. Allen,James R. Battenfield,John E. Hartley,Robert L. Hubbard,
Jr.,John E.  McKenna,Willaim B. Nelson,Jr. Old Testament Survey:The
Message ,Form ,and  Background of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans), 1996,2nd edition, 16-17,,

@ BINERIRE(ETLLSIE), $ImB %, 46,2003, 8147 ;
Victor P.  Hamilton, Handbook on the Pentateuch (Grand Rapids;Baker
Academic,2005,2nd edition), 19 -20;Gershon Hepner, “The Begettings of
Terah and the Structure of Genesis and the Tetrateuch: A Zadokite Polemic” in
Revue Biblique 111 (2004),31-60;Thomas Hieke, Die Genealogien der Genesis
(Freibury ; Basel ; Vienna; Barcelona; Rome;New  York : Herder, 2003) ; Howard
Wallace, “Now You See Him,Now You Don’t:God and His Word in Genesis,”
in Australian Biblical Review 51 (2003),1-14;Bruce K. Waltke and Cathi J.
Frednicks, Genesis: A Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,2001); “Die
Toledot-Formeln Als Strukturprinzip des Buches Genesis” in Recht und Ethos
im Alten Testament-CGestalt und Wirkung (Neukirchen—Vluyn:Neukirchener,
1999),183-191; Gordon J. Wenham, “The Priority of P” in Vetus Testamentum
49 (1999),240-258;Jack Collins, “Discourse Analysis and the Interpretation of
Gen 2:4-7" in Westeminster Theological Journal 61 (1999),149-174;David
McLain Carr, “biblos geneseos Revisited: A Synchronic Analysis of Pattemns in
Genesis as Part of the Torsh (Par One)” in Zeitschrift fiir die Alttestamentliche
Wissenschaft 110 (1998),159-172,

@ % WBrevard S. Childs, Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture
(Philadelphia; Fortress, 1979),145-146.
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