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From Abimelech to God:

Interpreting Characters in Genesis 20
NANGONG Meifang

Abstract: Abimelech in Genesis 20 is one of the most
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confusing characters in Abraham narrative. Being given a
predominant share of the narration in the whole chapter and
turned out to be more morally praiseworthy than Abraham the
chosen ancestor of all nations, Abimelech is, however, not the
protagonist of the story, since a protagonist is supposed to play a
vital role in narative orientation in biblical stories. On the other
hand, the features of an “antagonist” are so highlighted on
Abraham that a paradoxical tension against his image of the
Father of Faith is created. All these paradoxes and tensions are
actually what the Genesis writers employed to evoke the readers’
desire to fill in the gaps, and thus understand the image of God
that presented through a subtle but powerful narrative strategy.

Key words: Abimelech; Abraham; God; characterization
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