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Iwan Bloch: Theology of Hope

5RO
Zhang Fang

Abstract: This essay briefly explores the origins of Iwan Bloch’s
thinking in Christian theology, arguing from three aspects: Bloch’s
utopian ideas and theology; Bloch as a “theologian of revolution” and

Bloch as a “theologian of hope”.

In his book, The Principle of Hope, Bloch pointed out that
Judaism and Christianity are the most sophisticated religions,
especially where the God of Christianity took on the form and nature
of man, the transfer from God’s image to the image of Jesus signifying
the return of God from alienated human nature to being human again..
When God became man, atheism finally surpasses theism while
preserving the essence of Christianity, i.e. a Christian utopia and
humanity, all of which are non-religious. ‘It is in this sense that for
Bloch atheism represents the true nature of the Bible. In The Atheism
in Christianity, Bloch re-interprets the Bible from this atheistic

perspective. While Blochian atheism is rejected by both Marxism and




Christianity, they have both found in Blochian thought useful
resources for their respective positions. Therefore, Bloch serves as a
bridge for communication and dialogue between Christianity and
Marxism. This could well be the most'signiﬁcant contribution of
Blochian theology.

Keywords: Bloch, dialogues between the Christianity and Marxism
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