Priests Embracing Islam 

Yusuf Estes and Abu Yahya

This book is a collection of brief stories of Priests, Vicars and Preachers embracing Islam. Since they are from different countries and different churches I found the book interesting. It tells their experiences and how they came to convert. As an outline I think it is helpful to mention them in brief details as follow:

1. Chaplain Yusuf Estes Ex-Christian Businessman & Preacher. (USA)

2. Abdullah M. al-Faruque Formerly Kenneth L. Jenkins, former minister and elder of the Pentecostal Church (USA)
3. Dr. Jerald F. Dirks (Abu Yahya), Former minister (deacon) of the United Methodist Church. Master's degree in Divinity from Harvard University and a Doctorate in Psychology from the University of Denver. (USA)
4. Sister Khadijah "Sue" Watson Former pastor, missionary, professor. Master's degree in Divinity. (USA Philippines)
5. Ibrahim Khalil Ahmed (Ibrahim Khalil Philobus) Former Coptic priest and missionary. (Egypt)
6. Martin John Mwaipopo Former Lutheran Archbishop. (Tanzania) 

7. Raphael Former Jehovah's Witness Minister. (USA)

8. George Anthony Former Catholic priest.(Sri Lanka)
9. Dr. Gary Miller (Abdul-Ahad Omar) a mathematician and Christian missionary. (Canada)

10. Rev. David Benjamin Keldani (Abdu 'l-Ahad Dáwúd). (Iran)

11. Muhammad Aman Hobohm Diplomat, Missionary and Social Worker. (Germany)
12. Archpriest.Viacheslav.Polosin.(Russia)
I would prefer to begin with the Egyptian one. Ibrahim Khalil Ahmad, formerly Ibrahim Khalil Philobus, was an Egyptian Coptic priest who studied theology and got a high degree from Princeton University. He studied Islam to find gaps to attack it; instead he embraced Islam with his four children. He says that “by 1948 I registered for a thesis at the American University in Cairo. It was about the missionary activities among Muslims. My acquaintance with Islam started in the Faculty of Theology where I studied Islam and all the methods through which we could shake the faith of Muslims and raise misconceptions in their understanding of their own religion”. 

In 1952 he got his M.A. from Princeton University in U.S.A. He follows up saying that “During teaching Islam in the Faculty of Theology in Asiout (Egypt) I decided to enlarge my study of Islam, so that I should not read the missionaries books on it only. I had so much faith in myself that I was confirmed to read the other point of view. Thus I began to read books written by Muslim authors. I also decided to read the Quran and understand its meanings”. The man says that he was implied by his love of knowledge and he was moved by his desire to add more proofs against Islam. He then says “The result was, however, exactly the reverse. My position began to shake and I started to feel an internal strong struggle and I discovered the falsehood of everything I had studied and preached to the people. But I could not face myself bravely and tried instead to overcome this internal crisis and continue my work”.
In a missionary conference was held at that time, after speaking too much, the internal crisis came to him again he says “I began to ask myself: Why should I say and do all these things which I know for sure I am a liar, as this is not the truth? I took my leave before the end of the conference and went out alone to my house. I was completely shaken. As I walked through Firyal public garden, I heard a verse of the Quran on the radio. It said: ‘Say: It has been revealed to me that a company of Jinns listened (to the Quran). They said: We have really heard a wonderful recital! It gives guidance to the Right, and we have believed therein: We shall not join (in worship) any gods with our Lord.’ (Quran S72v1-2) ‘And as for us, since we have listened to the Guidance, we have accepted it: and anyone who believes in His Lord, has no fear of either a short (account) or of any injustice.’ (Quran S.72 V.13), he says that he felt a deep comfort that night and when he returned home he spent the whole night all by himself in his library reading the Quran.

While that he stopped for a long time thinking and meditating on the verse; ‘Had We sent down this Quran on a mountain, verily thou wouldst have seen it humble itself and cleave asunder for fear of Allah.’ (S.59 V.21) And the verse: ‘Strongest among men in enmity to the believers wilt thou find the Jews and the Pagans, and nearest among them in love to the believers wilt thou find those who say, "We are Christians": Because amongst these are men devoted to learning. And men who have renounced the world, and they are not arrogant. And when they listen to the revelation received by the Messenger, thou wilt see their eyes overflowing with tears, for they recognize the truth: They pray: "Our Lord! We believe, write us down among the witnesses. What cause can we have not to believe in Allah and the truth which has come to us, seeing that we long for our Lord to admit us to the company of the righteous?’ (Quran S.5 V.82-84). After hard times and a lot of struggle with the American Mission in Egypt he embraced Islam on the 25th of December 1959.
I had chosen a part of his story to introduce the book because it has a lot of insights that may help the reader .There are also a lot of interesting stops (stations) in his life and in the other stories told in the book, I do believe that they can enlighten the path to those who would like to use their heart and mind. One of the comments on the book is “As Christians believe in the Old Testament & the new Testament, It’s easy for Christian priests to find in Islam the same guidance which lead to the Creator of Adam & eve, peace be upon them. As Muslims believe in all previous revelations, Islam is the logical destination for the seekers of the Truth”. (Saber)
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