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""Human flesh search™: Interpretation of internet group behavior

Abstract: The internet group behavior of "Human flesh search" started to attract wide attention from the
society in April 2006 due to the "cat-abusing case". The "Bronze Door” case which happened in the same
month made this group behavior known as "Internet violence", and the participants being referred to as
"Internet mob." However, some internet users did not reflect on this behavior, instead, "human flesh search”
activities have been launched in a broader scale and with a bigger impact in and after 2007. What is "human
flesh search™? Why "Human flesh search" happens more and more often? This paper attempts to analyze the



causes of "human flesh search™ and it’s characteristics of information dissemination. Briefly speaking, the
"human flesh search™ is essentially an expression of moral opinions. The behavior has its psychological, social,
media, technological roots. "Human flesh search" has 5 characters in information dissemination. Firstly, the
need of personalized information has been met to make up for the information scarcity in the age of
information explosion. Secondly, the rise of communication subject and the full express of information
feedback. Thirdly, large-scale of spontaneous participation makes the convergence of information
communication channels. Fourthly, the weakening of internet information gatekeepers causes the existence
and spread of some false information. Finally, the Internet interacts with traditional media, setting agenda for
each other.

Key words: "Human flesh search", Internet group behavior, causes of behavior, information
dissemination characters, moral expression.
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