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In the introduction Zumarlee says “This is the second treatise in the collection ‘Aqaa’idus-Salaf wa Ashaabul-Hadeeth (The Beliefs of the Pious Predecessors and the People of Hadeeth). I present it to the respected readers after Allah has ennobled me by making me concerned with it and by checking and verifying the ahaadeeth mentioned therein, (all) by the bounty of Allah, the Exalted.” He follows up telling that “The importance of this treatise is that it belongs to an honorable Imam, the revered Imam, the scholar, the teacher, the Reviver of the Sunnah, the Subduer of Innovation, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal, may Allah be pleased with him”.

So this is a summarization of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal’s belief, may Allah have mercy upon him, drawn from the Qur’an, the Sunnah and from that which the scholars of the Salaf and the Ashaabul- Hadeeth (People of Hadeeth) were upon; which they adopted, divulged and made the people hold as their belief.
The book has three parts. Part one titled “A Brief Note on Usoolus-Sunnah The Foundations of the Sunnah” explains Ahmad ibn Hanbal’s perspective about “The Fundamental Principles of the Sunnah”. It has seventy five principles.
While Part Two titled “The Sunnah upon which the Messenger of Allah died” is a treatise that has been mentioned in Tabatqaatu Hanaahilah, 1/ 130-131, in the biography of al-Hasan ibn lsmaa’eel Ibn ar- Rah’iyy. Within this treatise is the mention of what ninety men from among the Taabi’een, the scholars of the Muslims and of the Salaf and the Jurists of the various cities have agreed upon in the matters of ‘aqeedah (creed).
In Part three titled “A Description of the Believer from Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah” there are ten chapters as follow:
Chapter One: The Life and Trials of Imaarn Ahmad

Chapter Two: On the Meaning of Eemaan - A Refutation of the Mu'tazilah of Today

Chapter Three: Some Sayings from the Salaf Concerning Allah's Attributes and their Consensus Concerning the Falsehood of Ta'weel - A refutation of the Ash'ariyyah

Chapter Four: Affirming the Attributes of Allah with their Dhaahir (Apparent) and Haqeeqi (Real) Meaning and a Refutation that the Way of the Salaf was Allegedly Tafweedh - A Refutation of the Mufawwidah

Chapter Five: The Consensus of the Salaf from among the Companions of Allah's Messenger on the Prohibition of Reviling the Rulers and Publicizing their Faults, be they Righteous or Sinful - A Refutation of the Khawaarij
Chapter Six: The Distinguishing Signs of Ahlus-Sunnah

Chapter Seven: The Distinguishing Signs of Ahlul-Bid’ah (the People of Innovation)

Chapter Eight: On the Prohibition of Sitting with the People of Innovation; Listening to them, Arguing with them, To Abandon them and those who Associate with them.

Chapter Nine - On the Necessity of Accepting the Ahadeeth Reported by Reliable and Trustworthy Narrators Mentioning the Attributes of Allah - A Refutation against the Rationalist School of Thought

Chapter Ten - The Ahadeeth of Abul-l-lasan al-Ash'aree and a Refutation of the Ash’ariyyah

I may quote here something from the ninth chapter about the methodologies of Ahlul-Hadith and Rationalist School of Thought. It is written that the Pious Predecessors have a distinguished methodology in affirming the matters of belief and refuting innovations. This is manifest in their books and in the narrations that have been reported from them and this methodology is:

1. Making the Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah the judge in every matter from among the matters of ‘aqeedah (belief) without rejecting anything from them both or seeking to explain anything away from them (ta’teel).

2. Taking and accepting what has been narrated from the Companions in explanation of the matters of the religion generally, and in the matters of ‘aqeedah specifically.

3. Not indulging in Discussions and arguing about the matters of belief in such areas for which there is no place for the intellect.

4. Not arguing with the People of Innovation, sitting with them, listening to their words or presenting and explaining their doubts (to others).

5. Being eager to unite the Muslims into one group and to unify their word.
This is the methodology of the Salaf in establishing the Islamic aqeedah in refuting the People of Innovation.

In the other hand the people of rationalist inclination oppose this methodology of the Salaf, with respect to the use of the Prophetic Sunnah as evidence, and they reject the Sunnah even if it was authentic, but other than mutawaatir. They take (only) from what their intellects establish for them.

The book is so interesting in explaining the foundation of Sunnah according to the Hanbaly school of thought. It also contains a glossary explaining the Islamic and Arabic terms mentioned in the book. (Saber)

1

