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Abstract

This article investigates the constant influence of Theodor
Déaubler’s poetry on the thinking of the famous German philoso-
pher and jurist Carl Schmitt. Based on a comparison of Schmitt’s
two interpretations of Daubler’s major work The Northern Lightsin
1916 and 1946, the influence is analyzed from a literary and
cultural critical perspective. In his first interpretation, Schmitt
carries out a critique of utilitarian language and finds a critique of
modernity as a whole. In the second commentary, he admits that he
had misinterpreted the poet’s spiritual origins in his earlier
monograph. Through Schmitt’s understanding of Daubler’s poetry,
the Christian origins of Schmitt’s own thinking are evident, the
basis for his self-interpretation and self-justification during and
after World War II. Inspired by Daubler’s poetry, Schmitt confirms
the absolute enemy - the modern antichrist, who simulates the
figure of Christ, and stresses that one must distinguish between
political friends and enemies. This article reveals the hidden poetic
origins and dangers of Schmitt’s political and legal thought, which
has been both deeply influential and highly controversial in the
academic world.

Keywords: Carl Schmitt, Theodor Daubler, political theology,
modern poetry, modernity
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N B A B EEE, 20800 E AE R B Ih T A AN E 1Y
A3, B TR]— {1 A TR A I U R RN — i B R R, MR | vk
B, FRA . ML, BRI, AR AR . 22 B MIE A AT TR 2
PEAE Sk BA 4R AR AR R/ (AU AR Y ), B T 12 45, 1910 4,
T2 A = A AT AL R R SRR = B A A R,

Mo AR, SN E# A 06 7E Bk R B 7. AR AR A DA
BHRE RO E S E S, FEARMRIR ., RHRFEEMIEEFEZIME
H AR 327 B o HLJR, RSR B V04D F- O 22 J2 il 78 4% () A A% ik B
RN, W AEA AR . CARRRE ) B R Bl B IR A0 38 58 L i Al

@ Carl Schmitt, Glossarium. Aufzeichnungen der Jahre 1947- 1951, ed. Eberhard
Freiherr von Medem (Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 1991), 257. Here on 15™ July 1949.

® Here refers to Deutsches Schriftstellerlexikon, Von den Anfingen bis zur
Gegenwart, ed. Gunter Albrecht (Weimar: Volksverlag, 1961).

V1910 AF R CAbRRo ) RIGRAE IR, 20 A AR A0 e A B — AR A
TR, BE—MA 1910 41 Georg-Miller H jAT7E5EJE R H A
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EAE— A S IAAFEA, BAMAARREL (et ). AR
HEE, BEIEMIREER MA@

1934 4, 57 ML &5 . A=, BIHEE K
TH B R Bk 2 A% S 4 [0 2% B 2 28 0 EBT S B, o 0 R B e AR B AR 2
2, BESR A AE HT R IR S B B B A B R — . AR
o S0 S SEAR T A ) 0 B R B T K R I R A

A4
=. ERFREZAHNZE

FE b, QSRR AN FEE KR 0 A S B L, A BE A 2
11 B8l 365 Tt K AR 2 A B R B 0 W N 2 ] - 25 A 1 S A i R
AT A 5 R E VR R B OR A EE RSB A, QR TR EAS # B2 1R
A5 T1T AN 2 By B EOPK A R 2, IR JEE L 2R A T R A
RIEFHFFTRRY, NWAEZHPEVH “HIER” SFAZ—, ]
af BOR TETJ7 Bl . JUHOR (ARt ), BIEOKR R ARER 2 CHZ
Aug” CATLLRE R BT VRS . BOTE, AR EEIREE T T
KA AT — 18 T A A T R A i, MG LA K A A R IR ) R T A At A 2k
Lo IR, 38 B AR L AT B R R T T R IR R R R T

(e]

@ R

V2B A 1922 4F 3 H 9 H 8% Toni Sussmann {5, BUHUR HIAK Akademie
der Kiinste R L « ZIAMIEREN.

@ Ernst Husmert, “Die letzten Jahre von Carl Schmitt,” in Schmittiana I, ed. Piet
Tommissen (Brussel: Eclectica, Jg. 17, No. 71-72, 1988), 46.

® Carl Schmitt & Armin Mohler, Carl Schmitt- Briefwechsel Mit Einem Seiner
SchULer, ed. Armin Mohler, Irmgard Huhn and Piet Tommissen (Berlin: Akademie Verlag,
1995), 231. Here Schmitt to Mohler on Jan. 5% 1957,
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A, R A B R A8 gk - SCM ) ( Franz Bisler ) — (Al Hi I T
DL QR 110 B84 ) A RE R sl SCAE | 305 TRe 1) 40 4 SO B 04 ) 3R 22
B, BB ALF T 1900 AR H AR 32 28 S0 AR R AW L VIE 2 IR
iy A BB VG 2 A RO R A o HEORRRY 1912 AR W) EFLZE B 2K
Shak A0y, W FAEER, Bl MBI EAY - R 2
( Albert Kollmann ) — [R] {25 2 8 3¢ 147 M 182 38 22 ] 7 i H0r, 38 (e
KA 2R AT T EIRA R . R EH] 1916 4F, 28 3%
Ot K o i 22 T BT e B (2R (Aot ) —=GRfE
LA | RS BB IR Do 18 7R BUEE B MR TS TR EEORI R B (R
284 ) T2 I am ZU BT L, R R PR Bl S A R A e B 1 BT P i A
Tt A I8 AR AR AR AN 2 1 M 2R 1 A AR R A g B

1920 & 1926 4FH, KRB ZAMEEERY, ERREZE
M Z R 1926 4R P BIAARAR , BN E RAEH BT . R 4FAF
JiE, BORRF R E A 2 AT A EE LR 2R
TE 5 & oK Re 10 245 b I 2 SR 1 B 1 AR AT A R (L
WOt ) Rk DI K Z —, e TR e Y HIE R 48 B R

O it K R B — W] DA Johannes Negelinusmox Doctor 5% 44 Hi i 118 #B-1
YE&h, Leipzig, Skiamacheten-Verlag (1913). 1995 4F-, Ingeborg Villinger X Fj-hi 7% 2,
AWEH A T A B EREE., 2R Ingeborg Villinger, Car/ Schmitts Kulturkritik der
Moderne (Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 1995).

2 2 Il Thomas Rietzschel, Theodor Diubler. Eine Collage seiner Biographie (Leipzig:
Reclam Verlag, 1988), 385. {HAFIEE AR, M4 2014 BUMDOKR Frac A H %, (HIEAD
Je AN PR S R AN B PR 20 1 i ) 22 880 A0 M — — SR AR B BRI T

O E A A o — BT R A N N S B R fE ( Nordrhein-Westfilischen
Hauptstaatsarchiv ) f)-RE - MCKRFFE R M, RAFEZEE BHOREER 17 35
LS

V2R 19254 7 A 3 A EMAER BRI  AERIL A — BT RN M 3t
THAREE R - MOKFAERE, RW 265-431, Nr. 14,
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A DB SCES A EE IR R Y BRE 210 B i SCEAE AT T B S A T
Eﬁﬁ(m, b AR P T CAEAROL ). 8 T B M S0 F AR Ak
Witk 1950 45 LA (R BEIBE Hh 28 R ) 2R A A i ity AR ARt v o G
BT, i KRy 1448 I 78 2 i A 8 At A S M H A T S 2 i B AL
%E’J%Eﬁpﬁlﬁ'ﬁﬁlﬂ?%@fﬁo 1912 A=W W0 sl e AT LR 28 I ik
N E SR AP v DN U N [ R N7
Q%E’Jiﬁ” P, SRR AU RIS N (HBE R R
it AR W B AR AR T — R, AR AE 1915 4F 10 A #
12 AR, WSS e R — B ook 4y = CJEmos)) i+
T o it R R AE IR B IRy DT Y H 6E o AN TRp T S A 365 22 A1 48 ——38 I 7 Ath
BARAR ., B8RRI AR, REMEA “F” M
KA O

V2R 19234 7 A 16 H ARG, AR L3 T — BUdres % faH M
SERESEEERE - MOKFFRESE S, RW 265-431, Nr. 10,

@ Schmitt & Mohler, Carl Schmitt— Briefwechsel Mit Einem Seiner SchULer, here
Schmitt to Mohler on Dec. 22" 1948, 42.

@ Carl Schmitt, Ex Captivitate Salus, Erfahrungender Zeit 1945/47 (Berlin: Duncker &
Humblot, 2010), 51.

¥ Carl Schmitt, Jugendbriefe. Briefschaften an seine Schwester Auguste 1905-1913,
ed. Ernst Hiismert (Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 2000), 157. Here Schmitt to Auguste on Aug.
19" 1912.

® Carl Schmitt, Tagebiicher Oktober 1912 bis Februar 1915, ed. Ernst Husmert
(Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 2003), 62. Here on Dec. 25" 1912.

© Schmitt, Jugendbriefe, 159. Here Schmitt to Auguste on Aug. 26" 1912.

@ Carl Schmitt, Die Militirzeir 1915 bis 1919, T. agebuch Februar bis Dezember 19135,
Aufsitze und Materialien, ed. Ernst Husmert and Gerd Giesler (Berlin: Akademie Verlag,
2005), 155. Here on Nov. 10" 1915.
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@ Carl Schmitt, Theodor Diublers “Nordlicht”: drei Studien iiber die Elemente, den
Geist und die Aktualitit des Werkes (Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 1991), 17.

? Tbid., 45.

@ Ibid., 40.
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© Carl Schmitt, Theodor Diublers “Nordlicht”, 41.
? Carl Schmitt, Politische Romantik, 6™ edition (Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 1998),
30.
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® Tbid., 47.
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® Schmitt & Mohler, Carl Schmitt- Briefwechsel Mit Einem Seiner SchULer, 115. Here
Schmitt to Mohler on Feb. 2™ 1952.

@ Ernst Husmert, “Die letzten Jahre von Carl Schmitt,” in Schmittiana I, ed. Piet
Tommissen (Brussel: Eclectica, Jg. 17, No. 71-72, 1988), 40-41.

® Schmitt, Glossarium, 89.
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O Schmitt, Theodor Diublers “Nordlicht”, 43.

@ Stefan Nienhaus, “Denker und Sprecher und kosmische Strahlung: Theodor Daubler
in der Interpretation Carl Schmitts,” in Theodor Diubler- Biographie und Werk, Die
Vortrdge des Dresdener Ddubler-Symposions 1992, ed. Dieter Werner (Mainz: Gardez
Verlag, 1996), 90.
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' Schmitt, Theodor Diublers “Nordlicht” 64-65.
2 Ibid., 64.
% Ibid., 70-71.
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