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In the preface it is written that “to establish a mighty civilization is to establish a capable state whose foundations constitutes the pillars for this particular civilization” this statement is perfectly true in regard to all civilization throughout the history, man felt the need for establishing some kind of organization to have self-protection even from his own self. This organization has always been comprehended as some kind of state or authority. This conception was developed through a series of human experiences and civilization until it reached its prefect culmination in the form of an Islamic civilization. It is also a well-known fact that strength of any civilization stems from the rights and duties observed by the subjects of its state. We should bear in our minds that the various forms of state that emerged throughout history were inspired only by the human “incapable” intellect, that’s something totally different from that of Islamic State.
Although foundations of the Islamic State are laid down by the One Who created all humans and Who knows their needs, humans are granted rights and roles to play in this state but within the framework established by Allah the Ever-Knowing. The ideal form of Islamic State was brought into existence at the hands of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his Rightly-Guided Caliphs. Unfortunately, this form did not last for long term. As many distortions and misconceptions have emerged till the fall of Islamic Caliphate at the hands of Kamal Ataturk, 1924. Afterwards, the Muslim world was brought many man-made systems for ruling through foreign imperialism.
Unfortunately, changes and challenges of modern age made some supports of the Islamic Awakening differ even among themselves in comprehending the real status of the Islamic State and the way to establish it.

Al-Qaradawi says that “Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim spoke sadly of narrow-minded jurists of his time (the 8th century A.H.) whose inflexibility and narrow-mindedness compelled their rulers to issue (political) laws far away from the Islamic Shari’ah. He, moreover, charged those scholars as responsible for misleading their rulers to deviate from the precepts of the moderate Shari’ah. This may have been the first step towards replacing Divine Law with a man-made one”.

He follows up, “ironically those narrow-minded jurists still have disciples in our time, who live in the 15th century A.H. but conduct themselves with the minds of ancient scholars in spite of the full change in all aspects of human life”. As an example he says that “in our time, we behold some scholars, who may belong to Islamic Activity, condemn the Islamic Shura (mutual consultation) and grant the ruler the right of Shura only to grasp the various views of his people then be free to disregard these views and go on his way. They go further to grant the ruler freedom to choose the representative of the Shura Council. He then has the right to uphold or dissolve it any time he wishes”… Moreover, some argue that Muslims have no right to vote on behalf of himself or others for he has no right to require leadership for himself.
Al-Qaradawi follows up telling that “on the other side, we behold the opponents of Islamic State who lay a barrier between religion and politics, claiming that there is no religion in politics nor politics in religion”. They wish to apply to Islam what was applied to Christianity, despite the difference between Islam and Christianity, the church and the mosque, and the history of Muslims scholars and that of Christian theologians.
Al-Qaradawi explains that the moderate Islamic trend comes in the middle between the deviated secularists and the narrow-minded ones. It derives Islam from its purified spring, maintains its ability of being comprehensive way of life, at the individual, family, society and state levels.
This book is an eloquent explanation of the ideology of this specific trend in these serious issues: the state of Islam, its status, establishment, characteristics, nature, whether it is a civil state controlled by Islam or theocratic one, how can we refute the claim of being theocratic? What is its stand towards the multi-party system, democracy, women and non-Muslims? Whether or not is it permitted for any Islamic group to participate in ruling system in a secularist state? And other serious issues.
The book is shedding light throughout its chapters on some hot issue aiming at refuting distortions and declaring a moderate stand between the narrow-minded and other opponents of Muslim state. (Saber)
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