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Cold War Religion:
The Influence of the Cold War on Religion
in China and the United States™

Philip 1.. Wickeri
{ mk. of loterdiscipliners Stodics , the Crodunte Theolngicol Usion, Berkeley, (A, USAS
Aabwisnr 1 the ‘I.rl:]ll'li-lh"l in “I—llll"':il:l] Al Hishriesl Sll,ltl.lil-ﬂr I:rl'\-l'l,_-I Tl.-l'Iﬁ .'.lg:]in-lll:l

Abslracl; The protorted coedlict betweer Fost and West keown os the (Godd War (1945 19849 afferted oll ospeets of mbeme
tiomal elationships. Lhis paper sxomines the impaet of the Cold War ve religion in China amd by United States. Lhs Cold War
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rival idenlngics; dhoped siews pn Chriclian mirion; and edeemined sommon eeligines values rech 52 losee and leanee. Teli-
girm wes mamipmlated by the polites of the Cald Wear in both the © Copdtalist™ 'West end the “ Commemist " East. The non aligeesd
mevemenl proviled spoce [or alsmalive soneeplions of meligion, bul ely o oag exel, and i emained an arsa of conlestation in
Caldd War |'l|“|'u:|-q_ The Cidel Wear alTeacial a0 l.'.!lrinl'_-l ol n-ﬂig;iuun TS irln]ul“n“ m"ghluu I-n-|||nl"|-'||||r n-||i,_-li|||,|n |-|:-:|:'|'|:-|.lﬂ-|-|, | .
Ingiral woneloselion , inbeecligioos dialogee, sedigion and nalionel pelicy . ecliginon and cennoain dewlopasenl, ez, TLis my B
sin that there = o enntinoieg lepeer of what | coll “Cald Wor Heligion™ thet iebibits oushes] understending, inteoeeligions dis
Iogue | pelipions siudies apd by Dourishing of religivus commueitivs, I religion is o beeome o Leler in the ersatice of @ oo
|IHJI:-‘|,I.I sl harmemivps werk] |, thes the ]Hﬁu:_-\.' vl thes Ciddel Woar Tieas e Tos sulifresssen] camd ivesmame in m"l,r.'rlun vanmmmEnilies A

in the sturdy of miigion.
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Eer words; Cold War, CLI'.iJ-Li.i.I.I:I.-II.]'., Eh.u.u.gl:lulshuq;ﬁl.m.g Hui, Comoseniam, 'I:u].u'.lu].'um

This PR iE an inilial allempl by call allenlion o e ]i:’ﬁﬁl;_‘}' ol whal 1 lesren Calid] War |{::]i5'|u||.
Il is u conference paper proposing lurher sludy oo neslecled aren of reseanch,

The Cold War is sencrally understond as a pered of political, coonomic, military, idenolosical
and eoltural conflict, competition and hostility between the Tnited States and the Sovict Thnion, and
their allies, This prolrscled conlTicl belween Fasl am] Wesl allected all aspecls of nalivnal and inler-
nalivoul relulionships between 1945 and 1991, The Yolia Conlference in Februury 1945 moy be said
tn mark the beginning of the Cold War, for this was when Stalin, Roosevelt and Chorchill met to
plan the poat-war world. The dissalution of the .55, T, and the declarations of independener in
Fastern Europe may be said to mark the end of the Cold War. Owver the last two decades, this period
has besun w be studied all over the word, amd ol lewst part of the purpose is o enderstom] ils eon-
tinuing cffcet on socicty and pobitics feday. Archuves have been eopencd, conferences have been
held, and books have been published , often co-operatively, by scholars and poblic figiares in the
Fast { the former Kastem Enmpe ) and the West, &

Between the Eost und the West was the non aligned movement, semetimes termed the ™ Third

Eaer TN
I,gl Frir s ravisne ol seames ol 1Bs s slodiess | s The hiblisgreapl in John Lesais Gadidfin, The Cald Bor; 4 Aee Hatoey | B Yok

lenpein, W] | THSH
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World,™ and this was an important region for Cold War intervention, politically, militarily and cul-
torally. BT * Firsl World” eovempassed the powerlu] capilalisl nativns Ted by the Uniled Sales;
the “Seeond World” refermed to the secialist countrices of the Sevict Bloe; the “ Third Wordd™ cn-
eompassed the non-alipned * underdeveloped” and © developing countrics”™ in the rest of the warld,
incleding Ching. 'The idea of a non-aligned movement was symbolized by the Bandung | Indomesia)
Conferenee of Aprl 1955, hosted by President Sukemo. This conference wos ottended by Prime
Minister Nehm of Tndia and Prime Ministor Zhon Fnlai of China among ather leaders in Africa and
Aria and was the precursor of the Non-Aligned Movement { MAM ). 'The landong conference af-
[l the identily, mle aml cooperation of newly mnlependent or liberaed countres of Asin aml Al
nea, The Coderenee mede a moger impoet on e topcther of notions of Asin amd Afmea. The so-
called ™ Dandung Spirit™ had great influence in the: region. Thot it was regarded with suapicion in the
Wessl, even in relivious cireles,

The major Cold War strugsle wus between the United Stotes ond the Soviet Umion, but withm
third Warld, China was a central comeem for cach. China was in one sense part of the non-aligned
mupvemenl, bul because of s siee and infllpence, i bad & role of ils own, The same could be said of
Imdin, Chim's involvement in the Cold War has been studied by scholors o the West, and by Chi-
neen scholars based in China and in the Weet, The judpment of Andrew Nathan and Robert Iiees on
China m the Cold War ia pereeptive .

|-.|'|.|ri||g Lhe Coddd l";".zl.r, Chinia was the |:rr||:|- |r|.'.-|._-|ur comrnlry et sbowsd aal e inibesrsection of the

LAt I-ilIEH".I'fHIW‘I".r l'II.I'I1IH¢I il L'I.I'Ed"]. |:|r IrI"IH‘:IIl!I"! I.I.IIII Hﬂmil:r [nr HH'II. :ﬁ

The Cold Wor clearly hod an infuence vn cullure, One of e eorlies wses of the (erm * Cold
War” was (roorge Orwell's referenec in a nowspaper anticle published in 1945, Ile descdbed a
world living with the threat of noclear war in a “peace that is no peace.” and thus a permanent
“Lold War, " From Lhe very beginmiog, Cold Wor lensions were lpreshadowed by his greal Hrilish
mun of letters, Owver the net decades | Cold War themes werne reflected i all sspoects of world enl-
ture; literature and film, televizion and the press, music and painting, religion and ideclogy. @
Cold War cullural themes o the Fasl, the Wesl and the npn-aliged world dressed ilevlegical con-
flict; the threat of nuelear anmibilation: “podless communism” versus liberul democreey ; patriotism
and intelerance of “the other, ” In shor, there was a particular * Cold War Culture” with definable
characteristica , colored by comtrasting eontecta, hat reflecting aimilar themes.

Religion woes nuturully one of the sreas of culture umd sovicty affeeted by the Cold War, This
emsay 18 am exploratory study of the mpect of the Cold Wer on religion and the stody of relision, fo-
cusing on China and the Tnited States. As such, it 2 an initial attempt to introdoce what T term
“Cold War Religion, ™ o subject requirine wuch more allention i religivus cireles oml among schol-
ars,

T hegin with a beief consideration of religion and the Cold War in general termes, with particnlar
reapect tn the Cold War in Asia. | identify three key themes and wome of the suhject areas for what

3 Odd Ame Westad, The (Robai Cald For; Third Forld Selememfoss and i Waling o Our Trmer [ Combrides ; Conboder Univemity
Treess, 2007}

et = Ol Jim, Moo's Ching and e Cold Farf Clagnd [L usl Losbw ; Tasnemity of Reell Condiue Poce, 20017, 2

% e Orwcll, ® You sml te: Almic Bemb,™ Octaler 19, THES T Pribums, citad in Till Geiger, Frimin and the B
Prodian of the (i Bar | Sursy; Adgrin Pablidin, H04] | 7.

[ Hiaphan | Whisheld | The (Mubtoe of the (aid Bar, Fnd editien | Halfimens and Looden; Jnine Hopkine Dnizsmtr Frees, 19067
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Thilip 1. Wirkerie The Talluenes of the: Cald War an Teeliginn in Ching and the: Tnilerd Slates

I term “Cold War Heligim, ™ themes | will then use in a heief sorvey of religion and the Cold War
in Phe Uniled Slales amd Ching, lcwsing on the 195305, Az a case shedy of The impact of the Cold
War pa rl:“gil_'url | then jake up the seepurlinn ol {he Hung Kong f‘_ﬂll:rl.g Kung Hui oo e Chong
Hun Sheng Kung Hui (e 448 ) n 1951, In o small way, the puinfulness of this scparntion
was tn some extent lessencd through the vse of weligion. Tn my conclusion, T speak hricfly of the
continaing legacy of Cold War interpretations of religion in China and the United States. Overco-
ming, [his leyacy will lake & concered elford in addressing the guestives sl conlinge by obslnel ne-
ligious lolerunee aml love,

Themes and Subjects in the Study of Cold War Religion,
with particular respect to Asla

The Cold Woar ermphasioed o permanen] slale of eonficl Thal exisled belween Copilalisls ( the L-
nited Stotes wnd its ollics, the “ First Word"” ) und Commumists {the USSR and the Sovict Bloe, the
“Heeomd World”™ ). The former saw frself as the Therul and demoerate option, the letter as the pro-
proesive and rovolutionary option.  For the United Statce | the Soviet Bloe was scen as dictatordal | vi-
olemt and ropressive, for the Sovicts, the United States was seen as exploitative, grocdy and count-
er-revolulivnary., Thers i lruth in bolh Ue sell-charelerizalions amd e chamelenzalions of L olb-
er, but this does not imply the moral equivalency between the two, What it does suzzest is o state of
permunent and imeconeilsble opposition, which set forth v certom “ binansm”™ or black amd white
dichotomy in cultursl terms. Y With the rise of détente between the Sovict Bloc and the West begin-
ning in the 19704, avert hoatilitice were somewhat Tessencd, bot hinary opposition contimaed to
shape raligion, religios studies and views of religiom in Tiast and West

The imporlange of ideas ad idenlogy in e perpeluslivn of (he Cold War is vow generally ac-
knwwlodged., The Cold War was not only about oppesitionel interests, ceonemne cfficieney, mabitary
huild-up and gropolitical rivalry; it was also about ideas, and I would erguc belicts | that moved
prople and shaped their socictics. Ilelipion, relipions srpanizations | relipious studics and religions
idcas in this way heoome important windows on the Cold War. While the Cold War doca not provide
a romprehensive framework for atndying religion or intematiomal religions relationshipa in the post-
World W oar 1 pi:r'lud, il does |_1r|,|-1.'i-|,]|: R WY ol I_IrII;]I:r‘;jLLIrIi_]iIIH anl pmh]erllull'xillﬁ rigliangl wnel fn-
lernoliomul religious developmenls, o perspeclive bl hos been peslevied in the pasl,

I want to sugmest that are at Ioast three themee that should be ineluded in the smdy of Cold War
religion. These ane, in offect, inter-related hypotheses that need to be tested | dehated and refined.
Fach of these themes distorted religious * values™ (a prohlematic term, to he sure), amd omder-
miined cormmmon I'E.Iiﬁil,rl,.l,_"'- beliels spch as Tove amd lolengm Tl |||i£'|'|l. i olber circumslgnees hgye
I'IElI_I m lr'-','l'l_"allﬂr -IIIII_'IIJI_EI_ L] r!'l'_lrrll_ll_ill:: lli.u_ll,%ut! Ellll_l LIIH_It'rE'ElIII_IIrI!-;..

1. Thir Coild Wer .I:JTH'E:I.-:.EII'"HI the Jr.lIe't&J'.a'.'.LEJhrl. |'.l_|'|'- n-ﬂgé-lhrl. el .rril'ga'ur..'r silins, There w4 yl-
wars o pelitical dmengion o rn'l'lglmla behicfs, and religion has boen frartfully studicd m ks polit-
cal aspocts for humdred of years, [lowever, during the Cold War, rclizion and relimions orzaniza-
Lnnes wom: |.u.l].|ll|.u.i:.|.a|l AL WEE Il.u:} hiad el Loz Docclimns, “Uleiss Dead s |.||l].a:|.|.1.l:.ul.||.l.|| an] livisboe o me-
Iynicns comemumities. Religgon wos marpulies] by aval benlogenl elams. Toismmationl medygmns
orgunizgtions bocame enbjorte of govermment serating; religione groupe took stande on Cold War

I,?:l The lerm “khisaren ™ hes hesan populadizsd in pesd-oanisl Thery | Bol | am osing thes G s coessnieel sy ol imdicating: The m-

Aurdire of pluraliom and momes ishe oler appeedbs. sofaparie
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politica ; theolorics wers cxamincd or devedoped aocording o their political implicatioms; mstitotcs
for religions stdics and religous { or arca) etudics progranss were sct up in many countrics, oftcn
wilh |H||ili|:al inlersats nomingd . The |u||ili|:i:mli|:|r| of r!‘:liHiliIrI -:|uri|||q the Cald War resules] inoa

chstisrtiom ol religions Deliel aml pracine.

2. Cold War “ bnarism™ was reflected , intentionally and unintertionally, in religions arfitudes
ol beliefy, While: Uecm: wec oy steecs ol Dy s oppuoseal b pluceliste: allibwdes oo sysboans
ol religions beliel, the Cold War exmedsaes] the oppesitin ol dilferemes. Inose domg, commples
rediynicue ideas were amphificd gnd pot to wees that were contrary (o their grigins. Thae, for mgny
in the United States, to be Christian was to be anti-Communist, and Commumists in the Sovict
Blie: wozen: alomml Ly deloslion aoli-relipmes. Le Chins, ndipeas Lol bl b dooostob: ey
were © palriodiz, T while meny chunches o the Uil Stalen bescame increasingdy  oalioscalislic.
The 1Emms wers l:li"l!‘!l'l".rll.. Bt 1:||J.-r-:;_.:_“ri1ﬁ- ol uru:l-l*.rul.uru]illg TR [mlllrim*.d e the x-|riril.m|] WETRLES FTEL-
terigl, good versns evil, black or white, night verspe wromg. These cotegunies became hgrdened
during the: Cold War, divided relipious conmonitics and undemined toleranes and openncas o
olbseens 1o Dl s Lowes.

3. T Cold Woor dovrevasend thy spwsee pendladide Jur the apen ecpression wf religious alous ool
practices, Dy space, | mean both phyeical space and pevchological * space™ in the sense of places
for reflection upon non-hinary and depeliticized religions ideas. The non-alipned movement was
such a plysacal spresce, bul i b Devasme an ares of cooleslalaa o Cold War Religon, The padsln-
rphiere, especially the msalemy , was arsther sodh wre o comestagon, The reduction ol medigoes
epupce sormetimes led oo reduction wothe privale sphere gr o cedgin tmes gnd places. Although
Cold War Religion decreased available space, it did not climinate i, and the in-between places
eyl bl arese o e ol fudber slmdy.

Bearng these throe peneral themes momind | let me tum to seme of the subjects thot will be im-
portant for the study of Cold War Religion, cepecially in Asia.

For universitics and conters of religions smdics, a3 well as for churches and religions comnmmi-
tics, intermational religions orpanizations, Western mission apeneics | the Vatican, and the (rthodox
World, the: role of Christianity in the Cold War is part of a continoing history. My focus is on Chria-
tiamity, for it is arguably the religion most immediatcly inflocnecd by (88 well as influcncing ) the
Cold War. General themes inclode; Christian anti-Commumiamy  pro-Commimiat Christianity;
Christianity in the non-aligned movement; Vatican policics in sncialist and former socialist coun-
triesy and the mle of Orthodox churches in Azfa. All of these have only recently hegum to he atud-
iﬂd. ]:Jul. allenlinn |la.:s h-ul:ll |||:1-|||]_'!.' oMl |".|_,||I|,:|£_|u:.| alll_] l]'ltr |||a.j|.:||' ]_rr_u_lls m l]u: ru:]d }mlu]}' l.l,n_ll_:]'l Lpo
Asia. ¥ the focus has mainly heen on Karope and the West. ‘The intemational ecumenical study peo-
Jel, e Chroslign World Cll_blllllll,.lllil.}' ard [he Cold War™ has wnlil n:.-;'i:lll]].' haaed a ]ar!.;::]].' Eurupe-
an fnens, bt this may he changing. @

Thern= is mp prurk ol The world whens (he Cold War had o grealer irnpuel on I'I'_".Iiﬁl-ll,:lrl than Asin,
The Chinese Wur of Litweralion aod ils aliemuth; e ariiliciol seppution of Taiwan om Mainlaod

L:h-lllu; l.l‘lt:' Ko aaresym |,||||_:| Wrelognmn 1_':1,|-r||1-|1_'L'5; |_|'||:.= I'IHIIII_II,IIIH |||u|:l.ir|5 ol |||.:|r|—q.||i£r|::|;,| mggl s gre jl_l:sl_ LIH:

i  Owen Ciodwick, The Christion Chaech i the Cold Wor | Landon; Peoprin Books, 1993 and Dime Kichr, od. Beligion md tae
Codd Wor ¢ New Yoek: Talroer: MocMillan , 2003} . The latter i pest of B Codd Wer Thstory Sorics, and of the ninetren edited walmmos, oot
wi: of tnzam il with A

M P: prujeact iv sgmsainal by e Lathecrun Werkl Fiakoutivn,, with supspuort rasing e the: Workl sl uf Chuncleo wd s o
Bar rfmirche. Them w0 s small ssemstacial in Finlaal 10 besos histoey ol live peare, sml Shers bos Geald smdeshaps in Swecdan | 150 nitsad Sisle
and | Fhim ot Semtsmber, i Brtisloes | Slovkin



Thilip 1. Wirkerie The Talluenes of the: Cald War an Teeliginn in Ching and the: Tnilerd Slates

mnst immediate events that come to mind. The Cold War affected Buddhism, Christianity, Hindo-
ism and other religions of Asia, not only in relationship to these cvents, but in the ways in which
I.]Ii_f' |1:.|-|5-|r_r||$ l,]m'l:hpl;ﬂﬂ in 4 wign =spcielies, Bl {:Ilriz;;L-l::u||-L_'!.'I| I_J'ln: |_L_:|||||-r|u|||_ |'|::]-|5-|l,r|| i ]_Ill_llll llll;.' rr_unn:r
Sovirct Union and in the United States, was mors contral to what I am terming Cold War Religion.

What follows iz a Vst of siv apbject areas that will have to be considered in any stody of Cold
War Iicligion :

1.1 The ﬂ-f.lr.'rl.u.n'. |..|,I" (herixlivin HJ'.m'r.lru'l:rJ'ﬂfnm Chin, The ||,|-|_1m.|1.|m: ol il Prgspe=ctignl el
Caahalie: Missmnaries fnom China was a delining event for Chastian Chirches o the eserdy Cadlid waer
poriod. @ Ty gffected chorch state relation: in Azig and the West; @t lod o o redefiniton of church
nuission policices all over the world; and it ultimeately resulted in a decline of Western miseionarics
in Asia. Although nuch histodcal work has boen dene oo thia perdod , werr ittle analvais has bocn
dhome o e pelalionsbup belween e depraduee o musaecanes [om Chaes aod Use Cold Wear, -
c:lul:lirlE the: inlluence ol forrner misaomneries in the Dnitesd Suetes wmld other 1:||||r|lrir=~;; the elleciis
ot dharches o the Uil Ststes amd Chineay aad the impacy o g loreign policses of thse vwo

canfrics.

1.2 Vawesn Relations with Churches of Asia Dhring the Cold War, Vatican perccptions of
political developnsents in other parte of the world were ghaped in the post war period by the cham-
ges in Lasten Europe. T This in tom had an impact on the rise of Conmmnist govemments in A-
i | i Mungolia, China, Koees aod Yieloan ) and e cvaley belwesn Be Usdlesd Slales and e
Srviet Bliwe . with the: Viwean strengly supporting LS policies amd pespecives. YVamsan-Ching re-
lationships were broken ofT in (he 1950=, und there has been oo normulizgtion W this day. Tnod-
divign, Faemyn Cathglic polities bas hod oo impsget on Cross-Sirits relgionships Tee the past wix
dades.

1.3 The Kwews Wier, The Koo War, Lke e Viclosn Wear, was o e cyes o Asian
pephe an Ameerscan War, Chrslemily on Uee U5 amd i Soulh Kensa devebges] a stnong anl-Com-
munssl perspeclve dunog Be War, amd Cheoese aond Mok Boesan pelibaes developes] an Asli-
Chrstian { or Anti- American Christion ) Iu-.n-:ruﬂzlj ve, The 1:|-|-.|_1|.r|.|.m-. ol Armericam messionnres: [nen
North Bogresg, which b been the cenper of the missigngry elfpn, shppld e compned o the de-
parturc of missionarice from China. The Cold War has nut ended on the Evrcan peninsula, and
thiz iz refloctod in relipgows understandings on all sides, capocially in the Christian churches,

1.4 The Now-Aligred Moverend wad e Cluistion”™ Thicd Wy, Ao cadir peocralion of
Third Warh]l Clirssbian leswbendbigs puanbesd b Bandung e giving ingedos b a new prophelic Chris-
Liin leswbership, espessially in Azie. Chinese Chrastian lesdens ssch s T G Chag wnd K H.
Ting weme often inchoded omgng these. Tlowever, Asgn Chmistigns outside of Chimg generally -
ahe] with the West in the Cold War, shbowugh there were glwg prophetic Asn voices culling fur re-

M} Feterned missiomaries i English-speakizg couniries, and especiallr the United Stabes, wrote hoodoeds of books and articles oo theic
diopario: from Chima. (e ook which seeeoled dieep insight indo the liog feo simifiosnss of the chonges this hraopbdod Sor China and the Wit
wies Dusinl M. Puten, Chrision Mo ond the Judgsant of foal, Bl o] { Goesl Basgisks: Eenlosaes, 199863 Thie ek waes i pubilicdiall in
Y53,

Mh A weardy e 180, e Brensn Csthadic Church wos dessribing Marcisn Crmmnien e Anli-Chrisl, s i scyelicd of s
Ginn 1% Armtiz ot Nabiznmm | Mecsmbar B, TR43)
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sistgnec againgt the West, and support for Ching. &

1.5  Chrstion-Wormsd Diabogrue in s The Chnstian-Marast diabsgnoe began inoa divided
Furppe in the 1900%, Lot Asign Christigng paribcipated inothe diglogee explicidy g implicily.
Christians from the Sovict Bloc helped to indtiate the dialopne. Christians from the West wers in-
volviad, smon: an pmlilaolly anli-Comeomenisl am] olbioes as oulspoken seppodices of e Clhimsese
Hevoluton amd movements of lleraten o the 1900 amd 7050 In Korea, Tl e Flalipganes
and cleewhere, Asion Christions developed their own formes of Liberation Theolegy, which in-
vilvesd an bnlecral Cheislian-Macied Qialogoe, develgaogs Gesdogries thal challogges] Qe Fiml
Warrled, even thimmgh they did onsl baave the suppeet off Astan Chunches, These develganents. nemsd
lo bee e evalumtedd , noting their comribution: g limitglions, in the effpr o move beyond Coled

War lbclipion.

1.6 The Wirdd Cownet] of Clucrehes s e Ferenm, for Golid Weor Defvaes, From iks ingegiign in
1948 . the WU served as a forum for debates between East and West, © This s also true of some
ol U adlliesr Chrslian world coneounsees, bol o 3 lesssr sslanl, Lolually |, e WOC sseumesd o
side with the West, the key example being its endorsement of the Umited Stotes { and United Na-
tioms} pueitivn at the tme of the Korcan War, Br the late 1950z, the WOU was e lunger taking
consistently  pro-Western positions™ | althouph cortain departments contimucd to be subjoct to
emalside pilivicad mfluermee. Do sobsepeent deusdes , e WEC ioneresasingely prlinyesd aomesfiating wned

dialogdeal role, calling for putual understanding and tolcramec.

This list is oot intended to be cxhaustive, but it includes most of the big subjorts, cspocially
thoee invelving China. Here, | have hiiefly described each of theae areas of intereat | with the intent
of coneoumeng further rescarch on Cold War Religion, especially Christivmity.

Cold War Religion in the United States and in China

In both the United States and China, the politics of the Cold War, and the intractable { hina-
I'_!.'} oppcsilivn belwes Cornmumism el Libweryl zmmmzraey pl,l-|i|_|'|_-.|'a-'::|;| r1:|ig|'l_1r| pol reglpeed (e
space for the froc cxpression of religious ideas and helicfs. In a recent paper, Swedish Bishop Jonas
Jomzom has written that the Chinese eriticiam of Christianity in the West during the Cald War perind |
shgalid rnpmes .w_:-l_'.umll:]':' be charpclerized g2 crilicism ol American (:l'lriﬂiarlil.}-. I think he is cormecl,
Apmably | Christiunity bocsme more polarzod in the United States during the 19305 than in maoest
parts of Western Torope. T thia scetion, therefore, T limit my discusaion to Cold War Christianity
in the Uniled Stoles uod Chine. My boel discussion is beused on e 19505, aml | wn poiolioge G
picturs in hmad strokes to meflect the tonor of the dmes.

The Cold War was in some ways a religions war, according to historian William Imboden, es-
pecially i the United Stotes, Presidents Troman snd Eisenbewer belioved thet human nghés and
frecdom were endowed by (znd, that Gad had ealled them to uphold American values and that Com-

||||,.|||i$-|||_. H'I‘H:l.l‘lt!’l’ e |_|'|¢.= mowviel |'||r_u;' [ in {_;.I‘I-Irll,l IS |:'|.'i| |_'||::1_:|,||_|5|: ol s LILIII:I-EHI I.IIILI resclrzlian ol

relizion. lmboden presents im imsightfol aceount of bow mainline Protestimt theolery not only pro-

[ Mines Kedp, “Clundas wed the Cebl W, 4 Thinl W] Punguotive with Sl Relommoe ke A, ™ conbnoe: pager, 3001,
13 ppe.

1% John T Heosadl and Faul Ahesid, “inld Wor, ™ in flintisanry of the Bronssion! Moeenes! | al. Sl Leadky, sl al. | Gomssa;
Wi Pnhlirficns | T2 | 12314
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vided the rhetoric hut alan helped shape the sobatance of American Cold War imder hoth ‘I'mmman
and Eisenhower.

The sebiazuldy socular Cob] Warnues Loecans: walibely Usalogsans proescoliog s s kim] of
ciyil n;-l'lEil_ln thigl wigs rujhiu; less thypn g dil_'lh;,lrnu.l,in;: lllt!ll,lll_l!:" ol vgewinmwen. This nmggive Ggith
arose not in the churches bt in the White TTonee itscl. . . They fummlated a spimimal theology that
povvidid Iadh a “ o juslilving e Cold War aed an “ ionslrumad ™ for winoiog i

I this WIRY 5 1™ ]'_iirlur:r oapsilign in e Lnilen] Sloles p-il.l.u,] Capmmpmnism ngd url]:.l g nsl empi-
talism, hat apaingt Christianity. Tn thia way, the United States, a " Christian country, ™ hecame the
sell-prolesed deflemder amd proleclor of Chrislionily wnd religioes freedom amend the world, Aoy
challenge: to the United States was soen as a challenge to Christianity itsci. The Korcan War exacer-
]_II:.ILI:!I;I |:.|" ur l]'li-,;;, Lllll_] rq,:-r I,J'u: rr||;|jn|_|r|-|_':' r_rr -*nllli:'l'il;ll:.lll El‘lriﬁliull:ﬁ . il 1_]1:5'_11:”1:1,' l:l'lt!-lr ruiﬂ'l—]_u:_q:d gl
of China, ecaperially after the departure of the missinnarics.

MI]IIJ-‘ ol Lhes Fprmer rissigngries oo Lhe Ching o olged wenl 1o Teisan I:u.ru;,l lax Hi_lrlﬁ F.l,l-rlF_ angd
ather parts of Asia) , where they helped shore up opposition to the newly catahlished people’s Tie-
|_||,|h||'1_-. ul Ching, B Trwe weliwily ol Formser Ching iissionunies, o Taiwan, Hoomg Bong amd Soubeus]
Agia has harcly horm stadicd, hot it i3 an important arca for forther understanding of Cold War
L:hrl'sl.iullil.}' I;,II,.II'iIIH LFuis F_H:ril,u;l.

This challenee of Comrrmnism was cast in thoolosicel ss well ss political terms. And o, in
Seplember 1957, H',II}. Coruhgn eould wrile

Mr own theory about Comnmnizm ie that it iz masterminded by Satan, . . [ think there is no
olher esplanation for the trememdoes gans of Commuomism o which they seem e omiwil ws ol every

turn ., unbese they have supemotoral pewer and wisdom and intellisenec gven to them, W

In the 19508, with thc shamp post-war rise in wligions affiliation, mainline Protestantism
remelusd 1= [muln: ol inlTuenee,  Anli-Lommpms] Hu[_:url.l‘l':-'ls.m" pr_||arir.i_ed ArrieErizn pl_l-|il|'1:s angd
comtributed to the politicization of American Christianity. Many former China missionarics hocame
inyelved in Americgn |_u;r|'|l.i1,f$ ard Uheir h1:||_|::1_| shigme up supporl for e Hﬂ[_rl,ll:jlll-l_! ol Ching oo Tui-
wan. The an-called ® China Tabby,™ Ted by former Preshvterian missionary Water Judd, was an o-
vierl expreszign ol L [m|il.|'|_-.|,|| aml r::lis'lr_ms Amli-Lagrnrmgrnism, i The religious aspecls of L k-
na Lohby™ are capeeially in need of further study. China had heesome a focos of Cold War Ticligion
in the Linited Slules,

Protestant Christianity hecame cloacly identificd with American natiomalism in the 19504 Tn
prder Iy dempnslrgle ul Americn was o “Chaslign epenlry, ™ Lhe sepurulion of Chemch g Slale
notwithstanding . the phrese * onc nation under (GGod" waes inscrted inte Pledes of Allcpiance. The

#  Willimrs Imhodem, Haligion mmd Amaricam Foreimn Malicr, PRS-1961; T8 S of (Gmfainmes: | Camibides; (ambridps, | rivesity
T'ress, 20057, 102-3

' Meoy Snoer missinmaries end Chinese Christioes fom e messimd wesk by Tnog Koog eol Toiwoan after 195). In Teéwon, Tonem
fuashaliv=s, Lestbocrmes o Miilioalicise wzsmbod o suspgat h: Ceniomgilang

M Whithikl, Mo fuliue of dhe Guled $oer , H1. T bas luir b ez Hien. Gonsbaun, ba: e b mlify Dis e im U 1970wl leraum:
incrammingdy lesst priitical in Biler poins Fuen Gaush e s his mimd, il is ssdainky ool e o o sl his Tl did.

B Brex ¥ Kren, The Shina fabi in dmeiron faiie | New Yark; Harer md e 19743
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Comgressional hill authorizing this change was signed into law on Flag Day, June 14, 1954 % This

was | I_]i:jl_il%l,.l-l:!.]'l ﬁ.rru:rii_'.u.ll rlul.il,rllu]i:_tlll I‘mm ﬂ'u: rlﬂl.-ll,llrlﬂl-l:jlll ur l.]'lt!' Sl,n--u:l. |'|]1_||_:. T AN ]al.::-r,

Conpress made “In Cod we Trst” the official motto of the United Stutcs, with similar fntent.

Thers were signilvanl lissenling volves in e Uniled Sloles, o e churehes ood among (e
lopians, sn the diminished spece for prophetic religious cxpression was not completely climinated.
Alsn, by the 19605, the paliticization of American religion had hepgon to wane, and some churches
|_||:.1;|,||| .‘g‘[_l-lj.llliillﬁ ol gminesl Lhee rr||,|||ip|,|||,||,.i|_||| ullﬂhriﬂiurlil.}' h-:.- Caold W oar F_H,r“ll'l_'.-s. 'a'l,.i”_. s Arneri-
vam the churches had wlreads beon politeized m Cold War torms, amd for muny of the more consor-
vative denominations, this politicization has contimued.

The situstion of Chrstiamty in Ching in the curly 1950s wae very different, and Cold War poli-
tica wers aceondary to comsnlidating the new govermment. The roduction of space and the politiciza-
liwn of religious eosmmenilies wes also mueh mone inlense, especilly aller e oslbreak of the Kore-
an War. Chincse Christians had to demonstrate that thoy were patriotic, and a Cold War * hina-
rism” of religious bhelicfs and attitodes cmenged. Although the contexts were vastly difforent, the
ellecls on Chrigliunily were in some wiys compurable,

I huve written clsecwhere about Chinese Chrstiamity in the curly 19305, and there i3 no nesd
repeat what T have said thers. ™ But by way of comparizon with the United States, it is important to
indicate some elements in the Chinese version of what 1 am calling Cold War Heligion, 1951, ¥,
T. Wu amd others drafted the © Chrstion Manifeste” which expressed suppert for the new sovem-
ment and its offort 0 hoild an independent, democratic, peaccable, unified , prosperos and peve-
edul MNew Ching™ o which Chrsligns woul] bee I'l:ql,ll-l'lj;l Jax b |-r|-|_:||::|_;u:r||;,||:r||. ] lres Prgan gyperseqs
support and control, ™ They then besim o campuizn for simatures in support of the “ Munifesto” in
the churches. The statement itsclf was published on the front page of people’s Daily, showing pov-
ermrnenl endorsemenl and ETCTHATRE N1 Chrisligns Lo sup ol e iadesyss anl [hee mmssarnilesslas,

After the vutbreak of the Kerean Waor, the movemment intensified its enticism of the churehos”
dependenee on forcign funda and persoomel , haot more divect action was called for. Prosident Tro-
man b Troeeen gll Chinese gssels o the Unijed Siales in |:I'|;':|,'u|||_'u:r, uned Lhe Chinese syernrne|
responeded i kind by cutting off overscos funding for the chorches, wniversitics, American compa
nics and other Western asscte in China. Thia docision was presented to the 151 church leaders at
thesir rigeling in Beijing in .ﬂ.pri]_. 1951, There would n ]urlﬁer b ﬁ,l-n:isll inlerlerences 0 the work
of the Chinesc churches, By this time, maest of the missionares had already loft China | smad the
chorches wore in the hands of Chinese Christian leaders themsclvos, The Chincse Christian Throc-
Sell’ Palriolic Movemenl {T5FW ) I"'IHI_I.H.IT,‘:]LI‘_IIT Coomnmni|Lee wias I_IIE::lIII-KtHJ al his sgme rIItH:L-III!.. Ted |,1_'||
T.T. Wo und twenty-five other Chnsfion lesders. It was buscd m Shangha amd steffed by fommer
TM and YWCA workers, This commition wes the key structurs for the political inrolvement of Chi-

08 whithiskd, Phe Culiuee of the Cold War, B

A% Philip 1. Wirkesi, “anteeted Lamary; The Frmaties ¥eorm of fhe {inems {orintian Thres Sel-Pattific Moremast of the, Tmbes-
tant Churobes of China, 1950-1954, 7 Sneder i Chrafioniey in Chineer Saciety ond Cullure from e Foordh Bernaimasd Fmee Soholas Srmpo-
sitmn, isd. Lan Chivgyeing and Wi Xiwein § Iling Koog: Ceater fir the Sodr of Rebigon ond Chiness: Socictr, the Chiess: Thniversitr of Eoog
Koug. 20000) . 55 1.

B Fur mp sacbacr b of * P 4hristnn Mesiiotn,™ mas Philip o Wickeri , Sibing tor G froansd ; Protested (et
iy, The Thme Saifs Morerman and (TBing's Hnid Frond | Mandomll; Ochis Bk, 1987 | 177-133 s Philip |- Wirkes | St (-
anity in China; & A Ting and the Dhiness Church | Marpenall; Ochin Hosks | 9HITY | 88 101
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nese Protestants until the Firat Natiomal Christian Conference in 1954,

One of (he lirsl lasks of the TSPM was o oversee The ™ Denunciglion Moverenl™ Thal was
lanched to sover the conmection between Chostismity and imperalism bepinning in the sprimge of
1951, %0 It is clear that the Party and the government urged the initistion of the movement, ® Unlike
other masz movements of the early 19503, in the campaign to denovnce missionaries, Chinese
chureh legders gond olfser Choislion inslilulons was comdpeled |_1_'|r Chirisligns . :.IIII.IIIII,JI_IHII'I i ey elies
und towns heyond Shengrbai | it was initiated or direceted by povemment officiuls. The cooree of the
mavement was similar to other mass movements of the time. For fifteen momths , denumeiation meet-
g WeEre beld] o charchees gl pu]_ﬂ'l-;' plul;:ee_t all amss Ching,

The moyemenls in [he |:|,|r|_',' VRIS ol 1w TRPM LY k= urml}ly.ﬂ;,l I_IE.I-rIﬁ the three charmelerms)ims
I have indicated for Cold War Religion. While the situation was vastly different in the United
Srates, the categnries andd at times the terminology need was cimilar. | am oot anggesting that the
Cold War explaing evervihing aboul religion in this perig], bot i belps e podersiam] (he Jillernen]
ways in which s Cold War colture shaped both natonal and imtematonal elirous meletionships i
the United Statcs as well as China,

The Separation of “The Diocese of Hong Kong and Macan™ from the
Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui

The Cold War hued wn inlluence gn gll uspeels ol worlad ﬂ]‘lrf:_-:l.iullil.}' in e l;"[.ll']"u' 19305 . Tl this
did not meun that everything wae politivized and what T would coll *binadzed™ ol the tme. Thene
was a push hack from the churches to play down the political, retain their religious identitics and
comlinue b funclion as ecclesial bodies, Whal Tollows i an example of this in the case of the nela-
twnship between the Anglican Church in Honge Kong and the mainlamd. The foct thet the Church m-
volved was primarily relatod to England in the Chincse termitory of IInng Eong was a key factor in the
way in which the simation was handled. (Thiz iz part of a woeh Targer atody | am working on deal-
irlﬁ wil]'l I.]'II: ]'liq;l,.l_lr_'r' 1,:|r l.l'li: Arlﬂ]ir.u,rl—l":pl-swp.u] I.r.ﬂ.l;_lil.-lr_lll iE Elll-ll.ﬂ, _]' | rl,l-l,'.u:_t |||:r|: L |_]'|1: El'u:rl!.; I‘:.[ll%
Hui, It imn fact all Protestent domsominations in Hong Kone, oot to mention the Roman Cethalic
Church, were shaped by the Cold War in Asia.

The =eparation of “'The 1Yocese of Hong Kong and Macan”™ from the Chumg Hupa Sheng Kung
Hui I:FFl"{Ffﬁ-':r'.:% UHHKH} in 19371 wos parl wlf Lhes rrigme HEIII:FHI I;,'II.I,lrI!.I_;l: in Lhe [_r|;|-|i1,':_l.' ol L= |||:l.l.'|_'|r
established povormment of the poople’s RBepublic of Ching vis-f-vis relimpen in gencrul | amd forcipn
religiona hodies in particular. This policy was influenced by the suthreak of the Korea War and ef-
etz Dy cprslidale he new govermment, a2 ooled above, This sepambivn was malucally relaled o e
polifivs of the Chinese RBovelufion, but i was also shaped by the Cold War

M Om te “Dreounciadon Moresienr™ for chis ol wha fallooes a0 Seridng che Commenn Cround, 154 139 and supplrmvaed by 7588
HE Kl Fuoog, 7185 T-1051 200 L ™) Uisss bage -1951 nines cbe fakeiin bongear pursbig”™ § il i bansss - Toa: liristian
Muvsrssnd of Iedicimsd i 1951} o TR S Mool Fuosung, 3R EE[0RE 10 A RS -0 |0 ] S e 000 B 3500 B I Wil zui chneggran ks
adibai - Fhongme gongrhos jmdeng ju fiduin ohi @] The Fail of Chedsisity in China - & Beviee o P Histary of Cmmmsis ot
and Chostiznity) { i Kianepang; i€ S| Deofsor shusbe 20057 .

B Sen for cxeeaple, B RTETIAE 1956 EMAERETSE A B S TREA R G Sefieg cle 2hi 1956 sfan @
i Ly, edemns smsungcimns gougeens lunins sbilis wents de wilio”™ § Maberals au the: Qhazdion ol Tida el Wesg in eligious Wik aussog Tlog Chi
e, T Wz casely gumrs ol Liborion 1o 1950, Ciepy of bsumslwri e nsumescript, vinm 1985, 21, A, BT Lo Gunspes S84, 241])
=S T it T R Yis Sengpuw sngion gegee dobi goiee, 800 { Ao Seeiae of W Feoi in Helsios Bock in Mo Chics,
1949 - 1990 LT Redfing: W i 8 AL Wrmere bamnin, 7011}
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In ecember, 1950, seven momths after the nuthreak of the Korean War, the State A dwinistra-
live Coungil { SAC) of the people’s Hepublic of Ching isseed o len poinl Jdecument enlilled; * Hegu-
lutions Coverning the Registrmbion of All Colivrl, Fdweativnol aml Beliel amd Religives Orgunize-
tivms Heeelving Forcien Finmmeinl Assistmec wnd Monaged with Forcign Funds, "% The stipulutions
in these policies would of counse: apply to the CHSEH , which was dependent on forcipn fuding. In
the then Dioccss of South China, which incloded Ilong Eong and (;uangdong, all salarics and other
subsidies were paid by funds woder e authorily of e Bistwp of ¥icloda, B 0, Hall,

Iu .ﬁpr”, 1931, L SAL inviled 131 Proleslanl bepders o Fh:ij-lllﬁ, wend isspe] wosew el of -
wlations, “ Methods for Dealing with Chrostiom Organizetions Receiving Finaneiol Assistimee from A-
merica., "% These went further than before, culling for an immediste severance of relationships bo-
tween Chinese churches and overscas mission boards, but insofar as they wore aimed st Amecrican-
funded organizations, theoy would not he dircetly related to the work of the THocese of South China.
Nevertheless, a numher of CHSKH hichops were at this mesting, and the new regulations would
have an rmediale allecl on he CHSEH . s Jigeceses ol organisalivns,

On May 13, 1931, Bishop Mumng Xign (4 TEE) senl o leller o his friend, e Hevd.
Chung Loap Yum (840 ), Secretury of the Stamling Committes of the Synod, inferming him of
the imestroetons he had meecived from o Mr. Law Woh | a povermment official. % This i un cxtremely
important decument, only reecntly rediseovered , and it spells out most elearly the reasons for and
methods of the separation of Hong Kong from the CHSKH, Although it is informal, this is the letter
Lhal wys ool abwaul he separulion , pned i by copy, il s aspmmmeenil= |_w H-l'sllup Hill im Lhe empge-
Fing,

In the letter, Bishop Murvng writes that ©the chureh should i the shortest possible time break
all relationship with Ileng Kong, ™ that “DBishop [Iall should tender his resisnation to the Ilouse of
Tishopa of the CITSKIT in arder to save trouble in the Tlouse of Tishops and in the Thincese of South
China,”™ and varioua other matters, mostly dealing with funds and finance. The various stipolations
should be settled before July, 1931, Toward the end of the letter, Hishop Muromg writes in a very
mueving way about his leve for the church snd Bishop Holl,

| cuen segrarates Tnem Horgg Bong and the chunsh work cun be resnganimesd | bl my spint -
words Bighop Mall conld never be separated. This promise T repeot agoin before Cod thot though
the Covernment authority strongly urged me not o sor Bishop ITall again, it is possible in the
chun:h anraoalios, bal i s aogeesible mopemooal spanl. Every woomng | pray for Beshbage Hall
i my peravile dewstion , e over bnoyenrs. Noomotter i shosver snvimnment, T will sslinee w
do sy And T aleg hope that Bishop Tl will olzo find semetime to pruy for me daily, 20 in spimit
we have intimate comunion. 1 bhave a lot of things which 1 woold Like to talk to Bishop [lall, but
wnomy Uowddows wmied, L ocowbd ol sbop oy bears and coold Ueepedore wrile e more, Thowgls 1

coled wrike smr ey opinsas bl D eonld oot send gl my endless esaes o Bishop Hall, 1 pray (sl

B A Eaglish wsersivm ol Uhas kel wies promulgdial by e Mes Obim Mess Sgong, apeinkal in Deesvunts of e Three-354) Mo
[ Meawe York: Far Bstnm OHlios of tee BOUTCLSA | 19630, ppe 22-240 Al ess BRIGFES Lo dissugren 68, SIS TP L PR Kix
sherymme sreggEan o dacks g, VREIT90EE { An fheeriae of Mager Fremts & Baimiooo Beork in Mos (i, 1749 - 1!?!!'.!1}[_||;H Hami-
fing; T3 M i# Horeen clmbanshe, 2000 ).

H Fb Thogim 267 263 ¢ May Rta_ 1951) 202,

B Misme sl Liser fnes Tedap My Yesg Lot e Bored. Clisg Fan Loug, May 13, 19957, oy Eeag Publa: Rounk Ofia:,
TTRME S-1-20. Jpp. T trusskation ol Us: haur w0 meckal COMFTRESTIAL wel than: s s e = SR {!—il.'u By laa:, ?‘JE:E__'] T HE |
HATH maying the bsllar shooll b pressresd ssoee hisinneal deesmsd, | hees oal b wbde b Tind 1Be Chinssss orginsd ol the lellse and ©in ool

mwree iF 0F e
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wonld bless yon amd oor fellpsw-workers with health and happiness.

This wecounl shows (il ool everylhing was reduced w politics, wod ol meed ol be binarzed
und that relmeus relationships could tmamseend the politics of the Cold War,

O July &, a Joint Mecting of the THahaps of in Shanghai { which Tishop TTall did net attend )
and the Btanding Committes of the CHSKH agreed to the proposala put forth by Bishop Murong and
the resullant decisions o te Syned Thal were made in Hong Keng, On July 7, Bishop Hall received
i rl_1r||||5|| |1:||1:r [ran |I‘Ii_‘: :-‘_“I,llll_lirlﬁ Coermenl (e ol (b CHSEH . lllnlil% Over u|| _iul'l-sl;,ll-l_-.l_iull Ior I_IH:
Chureh in Hone Kong to Bishop Hull. ® Anamd the sume time To Kung Pao, o pro China news
paper in Hong Kong cwrried s mopert on the seperation of Honge Kong fom the Chunge Hua Sheng
Kung ITui, but thi= did not indicate anything ahout the ceelesial processes that were at work, ¥

O July 8, the Standing Committen of the newly catablished Syood annommesd the scparation of
Homg Komg and Macan from the Diocese of South China with immediate effect. 1t alan called for a
Illﬂ:lirlﬁ u-r |_]'||: Eﬂlm | Bz !,q_'r'rlr_u;,l rrulll A.UEII;GL ﬁ - ':} . 1',}51 L 1_]r_|- mipl .lilll,ll'lﬂ il l]'u:nl: Wik 1_:||_.|'|i:r AR
municutions between Bishwp Hull end the CHSEH beyond this. It is st clear from the evidenee we
have whether Bishop Ilall cver formally resipned from the Ilouse of Dishops, althouph we must as-
sume that he did, de facto if not de jure. #

At the 20 Thocesan Syoed , two resolutions were passed

1. 'lhat the Chincse name of the discose shall be the Longkong-Macao dicccse of the Sheng
Koung Huag

2. That this Syned pefitions Ths Crace, the Archbichop of Canterbury | im his Capacity as
Chairman of the Intemational Anglican Conumonion { Sheny Eung Thui ) to sopply the Metropoliti-
cal Munctions prescrilssd i the Constivation and Carnses of the Chung Hoa Sheng Kong Hui sting

ws Trestes for the spmeContitotivn ] Cungens.

I stepuld be voled sl o the leller o Archbishop GeolTrey Fisher, e reguest o serve as Tres-
le=t= ws magles Lo him o bis capweily s Chanmman ol e weorddwidle ngh'l_-,u_rl Capmonpmion, ol ps Pri-
mate of All England. In his roply to Dishop Ilall| the Archhishop conscnted to the roquest that be
aerve as trustes. Tle indicated that the new disccss was detached “for the time being™ and that he
wonld he goided in his Metmpolitical fimetions by the Conatitution and Canens of the Chong Hua
Fheng Kung Hui, as he prayed for the Church in China,

And zo, he Dievese of Hung Kong aml Macay came inle being. 1L was g polilical nevessily
bul dune with 8 concerm for proper Anglivan erder aod relivious sensibilities, 1 shbould ulso be poted
that Bishop Hull mdicated that the HESEH would temperanly withadme as part of the CHSEH, 1m-

B ERDw ] gl s puckie, 1230 July 120, 1997 2200 1, 1 s vl lewze abih: b bt Un: lifer mecatinesl
bars. W imporsetly, | hsen s sn o of thi July 6 nessting in Sheaglod msntiesd b,

@ oM Dapenshen Ang Sth, TAS1)

%  Bishop Hall was weov syapetietio to New Ciiza, Bat this did not prevent s being crisizized by the govemment io the sagty veam of
ey TG, Oz of ta rrasons for the eotivdss of Chiness Thookugon T. . Chan i tie cardy 1957k win his relabonsbin with, Biskaon Tl Ae
croling be Wi Tomeas Cian o TEPM Liaber Y. T, Wal, “ 48 {RBFR0F FTRLE] T 20 i 0 O S SR =] AV GH 4 S L BRI T
Al C MY T MR e e I LB SR AR SRR A [ AN D, M
Wi Yo CFETE, SRS S R, Halun v, Bshini wasginge; Win b Tuggin Wo Voaronns™ [ Thes Mirwwr jursgs in ils m-
mamne whils water Ao ot snin the ffection of driSing water; M fthar whem | lnase’) | Jime 2100 77
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plving that in one way, it was still, in spirit, part of the one church in China. 2
In summary, we may say the following .

In 1931, the Stundimg Committee of the CHSEH, seting on behalf of the Coneral Synod, poet-
tinmed the TToose of Bishops to ereate 8 new discese of ™ South China™ within the juriadiction of the
people’s Hepublic of Ching, amd o allew o new © Digcese of Hong Kong aml Macoe” 1o beoome o
detached diocese , faithdul o its order and worsbdp to the Camons ad Constitntions of the CHSKH
{ another indication that in apirit the HESKH and CHSKH were atill ome church ). A Joint Meeting
of the Bishops of in Shimghai and the Stmding Committee of the CHSKEH ogreed to this proposal.
The Standing Committer of the ITKSKIT Swmod accepted the scparation of ITong Eong and Macan
lromn the Dipcese of Seuth Ching, and the 20h S_frlr_u] cregle] [he ey [Hopcesee off Hung Kong and
Macau.

T have: gome: intn comaiderable detail i this case stody, for it ia part of a beoader project T am
wl,rrl'l'rlg on, The separalion ol lhe HESKH Toaen eogiodgesd Ching was ol e l,'|r||3' ﬂii.u_l'llfjll_‘: ul m hr_|1:,1|:—
ful way of approaching the difficult issues brooght on by the Cold War, bat it shows that there wore
coimtervailing forres at work even at the height of the Cold War, and therefore hopefol signs for the
rencwul of religions ove umd tolenmee in arces of opposite sides of the Cold Wor divide.

Conclusion: The Continuing Legacy of Cold War Religion

The Cold War i over, aml url]_l.l I e e }mﬁillllin!‘ I vemlerslam] il= ]'lisl_ur_l.l aml .Il-rlﬁi,fl'ill!.
ellecls, In lbe cose of relizion, amd relalivndhips belwesn neligious bodies in Ching g The Uniled
States, the offects of the Cold War are still with os.

Sinee the period of openmess and refomm, there has heen a revival of religions life n China that
has been widely written about. The policy of relisious frocdom was restored ; relisious orranizations
were re-estahlished s religims people were rehahilitated | and all religims have experienced signifi-
cunl growlh and renewal, To be sure, there are sl problenss inwme greas with the ] implemen-
tation of religinns policy, as well as intcrmal pmblems in some religious commumitics. Tt there has
heem a fundamental change in direction from the Cold War Vears. Sinee the 1990, there has alan
hoon o sipnificent development of religions stodics in China, and s conforene: is g tostimeny o
that. (verall what T have heen calling ® Cold War Religion™ is no longer a significant factor in Chi-
ma, wllfmugh some of the rhelpric of The Cold War is somelimes evidenl in ollicial slalemenls,

In the Unitcd States, the sitwation of the chorches has also changed in sipnificant waye sincc
the: 1950, There i o longer a Cold War aura with regand to Christianity and Commuomism, al-
thoush this has nof vef been fully evercome af ather the officiul or the popular level, | Some have
argued that Talam rather than Commumism is the new subject of Cold War enmity in the United
Statea. ) The lingsring effects of Cald War Heligion with regard to religion in China are s8] svident
in many chorches . govemment bodics | the news modia and other arcas. Almost forty years after the
catahlishment of 115-China relations, there i atill the commen pereeption among American Chris-
tiums that there is Little or no religions freedom in Ching. | find this astomshing, In official and wn-
official ™ dialogues ™ mquestions ahout weligios freedom are pointedly raised by the American side,
with little recogmition of the pmgress that has been made sines the period of openncas and reform.

B “lwreepondeses with the Archhishap of Casberhnrer, ™ Smeth China, W { Diokaher | 19517, 11411
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This ix quite different than the siwation among Christians in Kompe. American scholar, as well as
surne religious and social leaders, bave counlersd such perceplions , bul the lespey of Cold War reli-
o eontimcs,

K religion iz to beeome more of o factor in the creation of mutal understanding and a mor: har-
maoninus world , then the legacy of the Cold War has to be mome direetly addressed and overcome in
n:r]'l!.;il,ruzc epannpnilies gml in The ::ill_ll_]}' ol ri:]]!.;iurl, This = irnperrigm] lar bwalh vounlres, wned e
demiv conlerences have o mle w play. More scholacly allention sbowld be given o the Cold War i
religious and acadomic cireles. One concrete approach would be an intcrmational confercnes foco-
aing on the: Cold War and its impact on religion and religions stadics, and this paper is intended, in
parl , ws m conlribulion lwwand Thal end,

15 Novemher 2001 Tlemg Keng
Rewined 2 Janumary 20012
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