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Abstract

The Bible is a huge book, which portrays all kinds of human
life. This thesis tries to focus on the book of Ruth to analyze the
four different labels the text attached to Ruth. The labels are
widow, daughter-in-law, wife and mother.

The last verses of the text indicate that Ruth is the ancestress
of David. Many scholars believe that the book of Ruth advocates
the heterogeneous marriage between Boaz and Ruth, who is a
Moabitess. Thus, they consider that it belongs to the post-Exilic
period. And the book of Ruth implies a kind of universalism in
contrast to the Ezra-Nehemiah tradition, which emphasizes the
purity of the Israelites and strongly condemns foreign marriages.
However, dating the book of Ruth remains a controversial issue
among biblical scholars. There seems to be no convincing
conclusion to all scholars.

We cannot ultimately solve this dating problem, either. After
analyzing Ruth in the thesis, however, we conclude that dating the
book of Ruth is not so important in understanding the meaning of

the book of Ruth. Each kind of explanation justifies its view on
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the problem of dating. Regardless to which period it belongs, the
book of Ruth expresses a kind of attitude the ancient people held

from their life experience.
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