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Voices in Proverbs: An Extraordinary Space

ZHANG Jun

Abstract: Based on the analysis of “Father’ s instructions”
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in Proverhs of The Hebrew Holy Scripture, this paper indicates
the three kinds of narmrative voices from ancient Israel. Firstly,
“Father’ s voice” narrates folk wisdom, reflecting the beckoning
to the youth from the folk ideology in the pre—kingdom period.
Secondly, “Solomon’ s veice” narrates kingdom wisdom,
reflecting the heckoning to the Israelite from the state ideology
in the united kingdom period. Thirdly, “Yahweh’ s voice”
narrates religious wisdom, beckoning to the people of Yahweh
from the religious ideology in the long exile. By identifying
themselves with the three kinds of mirror images presented hy
folk wisdom, kingdom wisdom and religious wisdom in the
above historical contexts, Subjects are “ideologically”
constructed and are involved into co—constructing social ethies
and ideology. In this sense, Proverbs represents the historical
changes of the ancient Israeli society and the extraordinary
living space of the ancient Israelite.

Key words: Proverbs; Father’ s instructions; wisdom;

voice ;the construction of Subject
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