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Sino-Christian Theology in Public:

A Response to Prof. Jason T. S. Lam

LI Xiangping

Chairman, Department of Sociology

Professor/Director, Center of Religion and Society Studies
East China Normal University

Research Fellow

NYU-ECNU Institute for Social Development at NYU Shanghai

Abstract

Sino-Christian studies has had a great impact on the
Chinese world and academia over twenty years. The impact
comes from the publicity of Sino-Christian studies, which is
based on but also beyond church beliefs. This publicity makes
an academic community consisted of Christian and
non-Christian scholars possible and successful. It is not
contributive if we still focus on the identity of the scholars and
stay on the anxiety of being a researcher and a participant.

This article suggests that in order to further develop the
publicity of Sino-Christian studies in the Chinese society with
a hope to renew both Chinese academia and Chinese theology,
it is necessary to keep the dual transcendence inside and

outside the church.
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