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EEXERR-BLE

Demon or Angel?

——The Image of Sula in the Perspective of Bible
WANG Huaju

Abstract: The image of the protagonist in Sula by Toni
Morrison has constantly been interpreted by various critical papers
- as satanic. However, through reading the novel closely in the
perspective of Bible, this paper discovers that Sula’ s image is
actually rather like Jesus Christ. After analyzing the protagonist’ s
special naming, her growing background, her exile and death
experience, her preaching of universal love, her friendliness and
care for the children, and her two complementary characters’
images , the paper conciudes that Sula is full of Christ’ s nature and
spirit; she is angelic rather than satanic. Given the fact that novel
was conceived and written during the 60s to 70s of 20" century,
which coincides with the independent developing period of female
Hermeneutics of Bible, the paper finally argues that creating such a
subtle image of Sula is the means of Mormison to question and
protest against the God’ s image as white and male, which has been
constructed by the U.S. mainstream culture. Meanwhile, this image
is a great contribution of Morrison to the black female theology.
Key words:Sula; Biblical perspective ; Christ
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@ 43R J. Brooks Bouson, Quiet as it’s Kept: Shame, Trauma,and Race in
the Novels of Toni Morrison. New York: State University of New York Press,

1999, chapter 3; Feng Pin—chia, The Female Bildungsroman by Toni Morrison
and Maxine Hong Kingston: A Postmodern Reading. New York: Peter Lang,
1998, chapter 3; Karen F. Stein, “Toni Morrison’ s Sula: A Black Woman’ s
Epic”, Black American Literature Forum. Vol. 18,No. 4,146—150,

® Shirly A. Stave ed., “Trial by Fire: The Theodicy of Toni Morrison in Sula”,
Toni Morrison and the Bible: Contested Intertextualities. New York: Peter Lang
Publishing, Inc., 2006, 8.

® Carolyn M. Jones, “Sula and Beloved: The Images of Gain in the Novels of Toni
Morrison” , African American Review vol. 27 No. 4 ( Winter 1993),615—626.
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® Chikwenye Okonjo Ojunyemi, “Sula: A Nigger Joke” , Black America Literature
Forum. vol. 13,No. 4 (Winter, 1979) ,130.
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