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Principles Of
Biomedical
Ethics

Tom L. Beauchamp
James F. Childress
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HISTORY

Does not
recommended
veracity

the Declarati Does not
G fih recommqnded
CHEVAGERETE veracity

the Principl
Medical Ethics
AMA (until 1

No mention of an
obligation or virtue
of veracity

“deal honestly with
patient and colleagues”

“be honest in all
professional interactions”
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Henry * “It does not seem clearly agreed
. . whether Veracity 1s an absolute and
SldiICk independent obligation, or a special

(]_ 9th Century) application of some higher principle.”

* 1ncludes Veracity as an independent
G. J. principle and virtue that ranks in
Warnock 1mportance with beneficence,

nonmaleficence, and justice.

We * obligations of veracity [are]
specifications of more than one
[authors] principles
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OBLIGATIONS OF VERACITY

Veracity in health care setting

Comprehensive, accurate, and
objective transmission of information

The way the professional fosters the
patient’s or subject’s understanding
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OBLIGATIONS OF VERACITY

Three arguments that support obligations of
Veracity

. * Respect owed to others
First

* (consent and many others contexts)

* Obligations of fidelity and promise-keeping and contract
* (social communications)

Second

: * Relationships between health professionals and patients
Thlrd and subjects depend on trust
* Adherence to rules of veracity is essent:
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OBLIGATIONS OF VERACITY
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OBLIGATIONS OF VERACITY

Other
obligations

D

Careful management of medical information

Veracity

including

Limited disclosure, nondisclosure, deception, anc

1s occasionally justifiec i nitro™ professional
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Intentional nondisclosure to
patients of a diagnosis of cancer

Intentional nondisclosure to patients of a
prognosis of imminent death

Mr. X 54 year old

Thyroid malignancy
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Shifts in policies of disclosure

R 88% of of
1N physicians physicians
avolded from reported
U.S. disclosing the disclosing the
\ v diagnosis diagnosis
Age “
relative’s
Emotional |
. t 11. Cn.z-;fed wﬂ:h. . .
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Shifts in policies of disclosure
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Shifts in policies of disclosure
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Arguments for noncommunication or limited communication of bad news

@

disclosure

Destroying the

Beneficence and
nonmaleficence

Patient

anxiety

patient’s hope

disclosure

Leading the
patient to commit
suicide
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Arguments for noncommunication or limited communication of bad news

Benevolent
deception

A
rrrrr d with

@ I‘IItI'OPDF professmnal

....................................................




THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Arguments for noncommunication or limited communication of bad news

Therapeuti
c privilege
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Arguments for noncommunication or limited communication of bad news

Whole
truth

You can never tell what will happen

- Each patient 1s unique
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Arguments for noncommunication or limited communication of bad news

[low
competency|
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Arguments for noncommunication or limited communication of bad news
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THE DISCLOSURE OF BAD NEWS TO PATIENT

Disclosure of medical errors

Moral responsibility

To develop system

Including training program

7

Disclose specific medical }
errors
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DECEPTION OF THIRD-PARTY PAYERS
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