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Kafka’s Theological Critique on Kierkegaard:
A Case Study of Abraham

Li Zhongmin

Abstract: There is a paradox hidden in Abraham
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sacrificing his son, it is that the ethical expression of
sacrificing son is killing son. Kierkegaard tries to override
this paradox by “the leap of faith” and “teleclogical
suspension of the ethical”, The effort reflects his emphasis
on passion of faith and his critique on rational supremacy.
Kafka responds and questions what Kierkegaard said about
Abraham, he points out that the paradox and limitation of
person himself determines the impossibility of “the leap of
faith” and either/or option, the test of sacrificing son is
overwhelming transcendent pressure which human cannot
sustain. Through a smile-stimulating and indecisive
Abraham, Kafka shifts from interpreting faith to reflecting on
the limitation of person himself.

Key words: Abraham ; Kierkegaard ; Kafka;faith; laughter
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WHEEEXREFRIABRM FRFEEZWMA TR, 5 BEF
FRAERIAN, FRE 1911 4 Bid BB VO A YH I EFT i
EHMAHFEMSHAENXR, RREFIBROCRESBE) T
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(@ Frederick R.Karl, Franz Kafka: Representation Man (New York: Ticknor &
Fields, 1991), 264.
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FRCIEHBIE)Y R HEHN S AERMNH" " ELEBETIERY
REB”, Ptht, RAMITFR - ANBEKXZIFERAHER, £
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WER ARG RXMETEBHXTHEIPOART R,
ERREMEFTHRE, BANEHEE N EMZ (01
ICYER2EIDR - HEABREANE, KFE i, ik 7= T L
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WOR B M BT A b, b ZE IR B 435, R 4L 1247, W 4B M A9 L
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(8122:9-10), HRFAEMBEZFNR ERFMHIET M, - RAES
REMMAS, BAMTERBTHRALSER, REBWIILT. B8R
RBER. EXNREREABFERI X L %354 (5 f6
MBI R B ARE (REB)HRBEA (T EFEHRL ,EH
TR (F2:18-23), FARIB/RE(RIBREHE)(1843)
RERVIBRWAREY”, R85 T EARENGEWEE, &K

@®© Leena Eilttd, " Art As Religious Commitment: Kafka’s Debt to Kierkegaardian
Ideas and their Impact on his Late Stories, "in German Life and Letters.Volume
53,Issue4, October 2000,499—510.

@ HEFR(RRFEEIB7H HEFEF, ARE: ﬂjtﬁﬁ'n'ﬂﬁ#
1996, 58 282,296 %,

® Theodor W.Adomo WK : X FHMAKE.“ KR REBEMAT kB RRIBAK
(BESREMEE, A RENSRATRIEDMIEE, " See Theodor W.
Adorno, Prisms, trans.Samuel and Shierry Weber (London: The Gan—ien City
Press, 1967) ,268.
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B BB B " (teleological suspension of the ethical) , iz Bl f# YL iX 7
AMRFHEMOZRZRE, EMBE, BAREEHEFEMOBK",
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#T AR, EALRAKE, E LR T, — Wit E Y EBR
WY 5L ARE MK EMER, @8 EE bR B Rk E
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WA Rk R R R RER " QO EFMZ ik L, — 3
TH EMEN HANERREESNEERRBREXE, R
ST RE LS Z 47 (29), ETLAEF LT N KENFE &
MAENHE, EREHFEMOEHOIR EHXFRLTLE:
Y E EFENPAERG, MR R R ERAE O K
B RIAXE(8); BB LFHGSE, MMM, P E
EEM—A BN, WHE—FRHRE T EMNE LIRS K
J7(8) s TEIR 1 F B0 A8 — 20, — b Ak T 22 R R R A B T
B, A THOTEUAIR! IHNEARFERLK T HIME
WEL S EME L AR RAERRE RERR . N TIEHRRE
{0, tb 7T LAFE 48 LI BRI 0 248 . E/RBLA RAER IS 3 LR
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FREFRiH, MM ANETEREATRANETEERT,
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FEFE"(F14:33) , MR R EF EXHME"(714:36)
BT, “ERAS" ABRIEAASGRE EATENBEER
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RREFEFE, FURBBEHENR ARIE- IS5 LHFXE
EHEMEM XX RIR A HIE) & R0 L ME /AT
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HAFAEHAH—E. ERNET, LANFERER—MTIA
W, AERREFNMS, EMRELARYE, KERIL LY T
KEERX T RF R, MBLAT L, BHHFHEREMEZHM
ER, hEEBEREE, BEEENR BTRAEZHR, BKE TR
SR, AR EZELEHZRER" . OFRFHHEH kT X
BRTX—HH, MSHEZLBHIAER—NEBEFTL LA
NEZFRELREATARRM. RBERHE T, hEBHE KT
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BRXEAUEREEFRELONERE, SKEMEL. BT R
R REMRE, SET'FF HNBRIRE S TLXEENH
WHERE, BANFRFEN LFOFEMMXTXEQME, EMHR
BRFEETBUNRE, FUNMASUBERE T2 T, MW
FEHER T NP E RS, X RE T oA AT REFe A RS R

O AR -FAALTERASWEGR), TER B2 EFLHFARIK

#2000, FE"H1W,

Ronald Hendel, Remembering Abraham: Culture, Memory, and History in the

Hebrew Bible (New York:Oxford University Press,2003),37.
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1996, 5 415 91,
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RS M BEER” M T T R AT BE " A0 FT B,
B SRE RN S — . MM, SARIBREE T AN A
B HIASHEE NERE NES. RREHEETRMES
BB, LS E S RESAMBNT AT, FATHESE
BRI B BT e, ALK — ) 0 T Bk 1 B 7 — TG IR B 5
MEEZ S,

FHAUFRTFROEERRERT X2 MER, ELHAT
FEMAE FMMEERhR, B -8, Y EHH
FHTABEBFREIRBEERHIZH . ZEHEARE—
BN EFARE IR MMFEN AR, FESH-FERARN:
“UMTAREREREMGILTFH M RFTREES, B
MILFRBEFLFEMNGSERRLN, LFREGMATHE G
FRMNGEAK RS, A EROETMETHRAEAN . XREEL R
AR, QSR — A A GE T 2R B AR O R B B AT L MR A

O MEFHAFRRFLEVESH, B HEHRIF, AKE FACHEHF BB,
1996, 5 51-52 51, '
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BAAROEMERER, BARERRENRST EFHAST
B, L #HEHNRBETHRLRNAAL, HFXAEE
f£4 ,RW.L.E/AE (RW.LMoberly) 8 45 . “HERXEBENHERE
h EEREHE LG I RESRBRERTEE AR TS
Y i) 1) BB , 15 100 B9 R 1 7E T 5 5 3R 0 R A B A ot — AN BRAR B
HE ORI RM X — N F R AR TiX— &%, Hib
ARG EIRIPHEER T EFORER, TTERAANEF KX
S REN—AELERMECHEANLHEE”, NEHRAE
WARESEREENLHEE . ER/RIBRNEEEE
hOREERYE FREGBLFHNSHMAFENTRMHK
[i 8

FRYLEB /RS TR A BAR/R R M T R 3 7
Wk, Bk AEAELRYE I ERUENER, EERT—
MBI AER, XERECEAT-UNR. ERET
THE, EREEMIENRTE"(30); MAKBEIEFRESR
WHRAE S RHFENMFERIEBORT, IR BEESE
BEA A NEREP S BUERRELRE, HK ABEA
EEGH ERASNBEEZN, CBEESHERNSR(33),
EERESFHHAVAFIN MARBETEE, ZRERBTHE
R ARBROVEESHABERNRE, B ZERRINEK
MMEHNCEEREERAAEN T A NTHURERE,
i SRR, RIS AR EREEE
FEEBNOE AMOSELCEANENEE” ., HERIEREY

® St.Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, from Philip L.Quinn, “Agamemnon
and Abraham: The Tragic Dilemma of Kierkegaard’ s Knight of Faith, ”in
Journal of Literature & Theology.vol.4,n0.2,July 1990, 188.

@ R.W.L.Moberly, The Bible, Theology, and Faith: A Study of Abraham and
Jesus (New York: Cambridge University Press,2003),133.
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o - XBAEMEEE S HRBAETE, OX T, BRI
BRARTUEESHCEERSARP ., SZHIKL, THAFE
AR LA B 7E A 5 % B RN B, 28 T R A T LU SR i R B A
BN FB MBI THESEREEX ARAE., BRET
BRENEFEF XFEEILFRERBOLERE, AXMEE
HMGBEEE T, XHE—K, KT IRERACENEP, T
KRN, BEARNFHEME . FRYI IR B 3t —
FHANL, BAEHREOR . FREER U EEEGFER, R
i, ERERMEIBEMOB L (42), BB R EH £,
R A TR, R B A A AT AR K. A A BT (]
LLEEFER? X RANEMEE A GEMLL BB, ik, 32 /R L
IREH T X TFEMEAERIES . (E IR X R — S, Mtk
PR R MBS S R MR A AEA SR
JE B B O N T B MR TG 5 308 4 R, AT 5 4 X 4k T
— R XTI R (31); E WA AT RA M T R E—
Xt b R B 4 X 9 45, B A, A 46 TR S5 B ARk AR X G
(46), BB, NEME A ERB E MR T, X UL RN HE
RER, ARLAREILF. AW, 5E LF 053 %RENTHE,
XEREERHRAMNMN(47), TUHFEEFIRERT,E
T X4 10 BB I 5 47 S O ST R e 3ok F A 4R R T LA

©® H2E-FARIBRAZEENE), —H B2 TAHE A EHHE
#,1999, 853 71,
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—FME, R ABRBIN EFREX L FTEECENTTRS
M FEEY R B R — &, XA E AT R B, A
BB AEBAEA, DM ARTENE—GRHAE,.BE
B—MEMHB L, EHZ DA LRE, - HENBEWH L
7K I f 4 X PR B, TR A 3 U BRIk X7 (54) . X{EM
HENRAZETEONRR, R BREFHNAFAGZ
RS R TR G A8 B AL %*ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁlﬁm
FRMMUMERIHESHBRZ D, REGKEEEEHGEM
ERHE-NEEERA MEEN M RAREREANNR
2 OEMIRIL, FAFHHFBBEENER AR BEA M —1E
Tl 44 %oF i 42, T 4 Xof iy & U 2 5 X T Sy e R Sy 4 ) S R B M ) 7
Y. ERFIFBRER, TEMEEHGEMOERE, EXEETH
SRITELUMERE XM B HAEFEHREHE (TR ESHE)
AUBERRIBRMERNTHEEE LA, mRE &
f# (Murray Rae) BT & : “A(B R 5B EID , R RULFB R EEELX
MXEMAEEEEZEP TAREMAEE, DEB TR
BN EERENOREOARGMRENEENFEH"OF
REFBBEB TS MEISEIARBI LT - HRENG
R ERRIBRER, SHHNOBMXRERGEH M
AR LLSEE B, T LA , B 2 75 BR AR B O AR JC U B A (Y
MU FRECERETET, - Fr AR #OR A& B ETHY S MR &
FEAN, FERAXGYARABMEE RHER, BAREEXNHR
Eo AREATFEAZHFHARTERBCS OCHHHBNE, X

) Murray Rae, “The Risk of Obedience: A Consideration of Kierkegaard’ s
Fear and Trembling, ” in International Journal of Systematic Theology.vol.1,

no.3,Nov.1999,311.
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ANiEEAT AT O Bk N B0 4 F W AR i 540 1 i & X
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PR, OTC I i 7118 H WP — o 3 45 4 A Rl ok ik Bl 22 T O A9 S 1H 788
fTAMET. BE ARRIBREE, XNMERFHERBET,
BT RETAEEROBEIERCEPHINP, TRLF
MITAERBEMEZEAZAFY, R RIBREREEMAERE
71 R RATH TR SN L, e xHE R FF B 4
FTHHRMREN RS ERRRLE, R RIBRANEIRH L
S5RARABRRNMERREREUY, HEHE - RITRER
(guilt-free) ML ERIBRA MM B F L HBREHE . OERH
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D MEFRAFEF2LIFETE . HEFFE ARE - MILHTHMA,
1996, 55 300 7.

@ Philip L.Quinn, “Agamemnon and Abraham: The Tragic Dilemma of
Kierkegaard’s Knight of Faith,”in Journal of Literature & Theology. vol.4, no.
2, July 1990, 181—193, 183.

@ EBRHL,AMIRFAEANTE R BREARTEZZSENRO
AXFEARHENER RERD B RHFRRETES FHKER, ZEREFL
HHTIR AN BT R A 4, SRR SEAS B U R & MR R IR I B R

@  Philip L. Quinn, “Agamemnon and Abraham: The Tragic Dilemma of
Kierkegaard’s Knight of Faith,” in Journal of Literature & Theology. vol. 4,
no. 2, July 1990, 190.
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~ @ Immanuel Kant, Religion Within the Limits of Reason Alone,trans.Theodore M.
Greene and Hoyt H.Hudson (New York:Harper & Row,1960),175.
Q@ HEFHAFRELE)F7H . WEFSF, OFXE - WIEEHRM,
1996, % 416 T,
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FE AR BLIR R 3 A5 50 60 R A , B S 3 T 4 LT 0 DB AA 2 e 3R
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@® Beth Hawkins, Reluctant Theologians: Franz Kafka, Paul Celan, Edmond Jabés
(New York:Fordham University Press,2003),8.
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K, RIEHERXTER S EATZ E R ERE N RE, A s S h—
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F i EE SR AER, WIERN R HEE IR T EAR
TR BAL

@ FIEHERE FERF-EREANAREOHR  RUMN T L-—REEFR
HOBRICHKIF, 0 R L AR &R, 2005, 830 H,

@ RE,$257",

@ k2 -BEP-OMIMEZAR), HBE, LS EIH KR, 2004, 88 199 T,

97



EEXETR-FOHE
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