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Messiah in the Bible & Agnon’s Novels

XU Xiangquan

Abstract: In the Bible, Messiah represents the expectations for the fu-

ture and a symbol of salvation or redemption. Messiah of the text level main-
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ly is reflected in the biblical writer’s narrative. As a historical and religious
concept, Messiah runs through the history of Jews and Judaism. The combi-
nation of the two gradually formed Messiah tradition of the Jewish, which be-
come the hope of Jews in the Diaspora. AGNON’s novels contain the use of
allusions to the Messiah directly, adopting the concept of Messiah and the
consciousness of “the perplexity of reaching” from the Messiah. This kind
of “modern experience” is similar to “waiting for Godot”, and has become
an important part of ideological content in AGNON’s novels.

Key words: AGNON; Messiah; the Bible; “perplexity of reaching”
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