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Hero’s Evil and Rescue:
A Biblical Modern Interpretation
of Llosa’s The Time of the Hero

YANG Muhua

Abstract: The Time of the Hero is the representative work
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of famous contemporary writer Mario Vargas Llosa. The novel
has multiple relations with the Bihle. First, the main characters
in the novel are based on the archetypes of the Bible’ s
characters and the “evil” mothers correspond with Eve, the
victim “slave” corresponds with the Scapegoat, and the killer
“Puma” corresponds with Cain. Next, the route to salvation of
“Puma” coincides with the Bible’ s U-shaped narrative
structure of “crime—trial-redeem”. Thirdly, from the Bible' s
“sacrifice~redemption” spirit, the novel excavated the deep
cultural connotation that moral rescue comes form immoral evil.
Through medemn interpretation of the Bible, the work reveals
that under the strong bureaucratic mechanism, crimes are
widespread, and being heroes are ahsurd.

Key words: The Time of the Hero; archetype of characters;

plot structure ; connotation of redemption
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