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MILL DILEMMA IN MODERN
ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS
AND ITS’ SOLUTION

Li Jinglin

Abstract: Regarding the nature as a collection of natural things and
physical events, the most of modern environmental ethics theory cannot
get rid of the dilemma raised by Mill. Neither the dependence on the
progress of technology nor the regression toward primitive life is in line
with the original intention of environmental ethics. However, the
environmental virtue ethics has understood the nature as the emergence
of meaning. Thus, the natural world is not only available resources, but
the carrier of meaning. This is an effective way to break through the
modern environmental ethical dilemma. The more important is that it
essentially has a Confucian resonance.
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