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An Iconoclast & the Reconstruction of the Cohesive Community

An Analysis on Samson Agonistes

LIU Qingsong

Abstract: In Milton’ s tragedy, Samson Agonistes, Samson is a child of

Light, belonging to a cohesive community interlinked through faith, while
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his wife Delilah is a child of Darkness, coming from a corrupt nation charac-
terized by idelatry. Ironically, the child of Light is seduced by the child of
Darkness frequently, and Israelites are enslaved by Philistines continuously.
The reason why the cohesiveness of the community is suppressed is that the
idolaters” “willingness to be enslaved” isolates them from God and there-
fore severs the intercommunication of the individuals. At last, Samson changes
into an iconoclast who destroys idolatries, and the activation of God’s doe-
trines animates the community.

Key words: Samson Agonistes; community; cohesiveness; iconoclast
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