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Glocalization Strategies of Sino-Christian

Theology:
A Response to Prof. Zhao Lin

LAI Pan-chiu
Professor, Department of Cultural and Religious Studies

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

In agreement with Prof. Zhao Lin that Sino-Christian
theology should take the contemporary context of
glocalization of Christianity seriously, this article supplements
that in view of the glocalization of Christianity as well as the
theological responses to the idea of “global/world Christianity/
Christianities”, Sino-Christian theology should endeavor to not
only “localize” itself through addressing the cultural, social
and political issues of the Chinese speaking world, but also
“globalize” itself through participating in the international
theological debates. Although there are some signs for the
revival of “Chinese national learning” in Mainland China, the
issues concerning whether and how Sino-Christian theology
should emphasize the compatibility with Chinese culture need
to be examined cautiously. A more thorough and critical study

of the handling of these issues in the theological tradition of
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the Chinese speaking world is thus called for. This will also
contribute to the exploration of the significance of the
theological tradition in the Chinese speaking world together
with its culture and resources for the global theological

developments.

Keywords: Sino-Christian Theology; Glocalization;
Global Christianity
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