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Title: Which Universalism to Defend: A Review of Professor Zhao Dunhua’s “Defending Universalism)
Abstract: Surely universalism deserves defending, but in order to have a more fruitful defending we need to
have further discussions on the meaning of universalism, its varieties and the questions derived therefrom. In
defending universalism we should pay more attention to the complex implications of the term, the complex
relation between universalism as a position and universalism as a policy. The universalism we want to defend
is not only a cultural universalism, but also one that is supported by a value universalism in the form of moral
universalism, and it not only goes beyond the Chinese culture particularism as well as Westcentrism, but also
is highly sensitive to the cultural diversities and widely open to the possibilities that unique cultures may enrich
shared cultures. Universalism in this sense, which contains particularism in itself, is in a word neither a mere
fact, nor a mere ideal, but an attractive future to be constructed by the self-conscious and enlightened efforts
of people of different cultures through their communications and social practices on the basis of their shared
capabilities, potentialities and social-historical laws.

Key Words: universalism, cultural universalism, value universalism, moral universalism, communicative
practice, social practice

Author: Tong Shijun, born in Shanghai in September, 1958, Ph.D., is now research fellow of Shanghai
Academy of Social Sciences and professor of East China Normal University
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