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A Case Study on Two Special Families and Their Lifestyles

Application of, and Supplementary to, Foucault Ideology and Queer Theory

Abstract: In mainland China today, homosexuality is no longer regarded as
psychopathic, yet homosexual marriages have not been permitted constitutionally.
Applying the method of case study, this paper attempts to explore the complex of the
unique domestic arrangement, lifestyles, as well as cross-marriage interactions, of a
gay couple and a lesbian couple. These four individuals have managed to have formed
two nominal heterosexual marriages. But practically, each homosexual couple has been
remaining living together, respectively. This study represents the odd situation of
Chinese sub—cultural marginalized groups in a specific context during the ongoing
social and ideological transition in mainland China today. Some post-modern theories,
namely, Queer Theory and Foucault’ s Power Theory, have been applied in this paper,

to analyze how the sub—cultural groups create their own lifestyles. This paper



supplements Foucault thinkings by providing ‘Imitating’ concept about the lifestyle
of sub—cultural marginalized groups.
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