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Abstract

The first task to undertake when studying Karl Barth’s
Pneumatology should only be apologetics. Two interwoven
critiques of Barth need to be considered: first, that Barth’s
Pneumatology subsides into Christology; second, that Barth
confines the function of the Holy Spirit strictly to the noetic.
In response to the first charge, the author argues that although
there is an imbalance between Christology and Pneumatology
in Barth, a close study of Barth’s teaching on the relation
between the Son and the Spirit shows that he denies any kind
of subordinationism. Concerning the second charge, the author
emphasizes that Barth employs both agential and non-agential
language to describe the role of the Holy Spirit. Further, by
participation of the divine communion through the Holy Spirit,

the ontic situation of human being has been eventually
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changed. Therefore, we cannot neglect ontic consequences
caused by the Holy Spirit.

In relation to these two major critiques, there are also two
further charges on Barth’s Pneumatology: Eschatology is
subsumed under Soteriology; temporality is subsumed under
history. In the third part of the article the author examimes the
arguments for and against these two charges briefly and draw

the conclusion that they cannot be held as viable.

Keywords: Karl Barth; Pneumatology; Subordinationism
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