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On the Ethical Nature of Civil Law
ZHAO Wan-yi
(Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongging 400031)
Abstract: The author holds that specific social ethical concepts and rules are the basis for each country to build its civil law institutions and the main standard to judge them. Civil law in each country, without exception is the result of raising ethical systems to the level of legal stipulation. At the present, the major problem China’
s civil legislation focus is not an insufficient transplant of foreign modern legal systems but the less-than-
enough lessons drawn from traditional culture. Therefore, the future civil code in China should take into consideration both advancement and rationality. It should, on the basis of sublate and inherit traditions, be a new kind of civil code system which not only adapts to modern market economy but also is widely accepted by the society.
Key words: ethics and morality; civil codes; civil law culture; traditions and customs; transplant and inherit
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