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A Comparative Study on the View of Frugality
between Mozi & the Bible

——Also on the Practical Significance of Frugality

GAO Shen

Abstract: It is good to temperate in all things. The
so—called frugality is to temperate on the use of property, on
which Mozi and the Bible all have a rich and detailed
exposition, though they have similarities and significant
differences. In terms of the limits and standards of frugality,
Mozi and the Bible both claim to meet the basic need and
prevent from living in luxury and waste. In terms of the purpose,
they both are full of caring for disadvantaged groups and the
cultivation of a temperate character to prevent ethical lapse. The
difference is that Mohism’ s frugality focuses on the interests of
the reality, while the Bible, spiritual pursuit. To deal with today’s
social ills such as personal corruption, polarization between the
rich and the poor, wasting resources, etc., the advocating of
frugality in Mozi and the Bible still have a lot of help.

Key words: frugality; Mozi; the Bible; limit; purpose;
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