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A Marxist View of Ancient
Christian Social History
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Abstract: With the turn of the 20th century, various applications of
Marxist ideology arose, especially that of the German historiah and
philosopher Karl Kautsky. He sought to show how Marxist principles
best revealed the inner dynamics of the earliest social developments
of Christianity as it began in the Roman Empire. It is well known that
his Foundations of Christianity (1908) analyzed Christian origins as a
proletarian inovément which achieved true communisrh for a brief
time. |

While Kautsky argued that the rise of Christianity is best
illuminated by a theory of economic materialism, he admitted at the
same time that “the. spir’i‘tA' 1s stronger than matter.” Indeed, any singlé
approach toward the historical interpretation of Christian origins fails

to grasp the latter’s inherent complexity. The sociology of the earliest
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Christians, for example, cannot be reduced to a proletarian movement
of the disenfranchised or Christianity’s attraction to slaves, as
Kautsky partially acknowledged. This more nuanced Marxism has
prevented Kautsky from making the same simplistic assumptions as
Ernst Troeltsch, who argued that the primary initiators of Christianity
were -drawn from the oppressed or enslaved, or other socially
low-strata groups. |

The issue of this paper is that Christianity owes its origins to a
web of factors that includes theological criteria. What has not been
noticed sufficiently is how much Kautsky’s applicatioh-of Marxism
was indebted to German historical and theological trends—perhaps
more than he himself realized. Likewise, we find that no one
paradigm or method of formulation does justice to explaining the ;
multi-faceted character of Christian thought'or the varied social status
of the first Christians. - |
Keywords: Ancient Christianity, German liberal theology,
Demythologizing myth of primitivism, “Quest” literature ,“story of
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Bt BRARSHKE it RABBREIISHE. EERE
Ripy, HIRTIEAFEEEERZMREN TR, SR EE R
R OLEREEE) BENSHEELEESE" fRRE LA
MR IR, AT AR S AR, RIS
BIUART R, 8 SRR IR T B O B o R S S
e BEMEBR, H2FUKBERIESSHBEELE S
 HREH NG, ERIEEA R S, EEEE
B, FRFERH - Z%HE (Karl Kautsky, 1854-1938) fHiit
TR T AES TS T CER) BRI
R S BT R . — O P S PR BT R 3R
R, HIREE “TETHEK AT K S 0 I 2 2 A B R A
fEf2g” @ | |

E AP ER S R AT, FAMEENEEEE
BT EERT (B BASH AN RETIREE, WEw
HWE, Bl (EEE) HRBEEREMTE, B8R
BoR—MLE X HMARERIOAR. EE, ZRENRBEE
T MR R BBt E 3%, A S EWE—EE AN,
A R RIS R H N E WM, TE e B AR
RETRA “BUR” HEEBYMOEEET . BEib, HRER
PR “EBHILAEFFR” (Christian communism) %418 —F &
MBI —EEERZ .

© HBMEL H Nicolas Lash, 4 Matter of Hope: A Theologian’s
Reflections on the Thought of Karl Marx (Notre Dame, 1981), 24.

® Paul Blackledge, “Karl Kautsky and Marxist Historiography,” Science &
Society 70 (2006): 338. . '

(28 24 45 2010 ££Fk)



’

B SRS AR

%5 B I R B BB R TR MG R B BN Ry ) B EYINTT
R 20 HALAT P IERE £ B E B R B0 A RRELE 1A AR
)38 —F B A NS, BRERAEBEAE — B AR RRERAN T RF 2K
FREERAL R RIS, (FHEL) A= RE T ELHE
&. “EESER, 7 HRERE, EEILRRERDEE @
BRI LSRR - 3B — BT AR A R PR, R R
IR B ARG E, BREANETR, —ERTEEREAED
AREE S P B EL AR o OIS B B DA R TR IR SL i R B .
gh, ZEWREETRE, ESREMRES “REEBET GLe.
R RV RBEEIE R IRV, WK R E T BBCRE K I SUE
FES” o HR, < TRAM M R AR e SR AN LU AR L R AR
WL E BA S IER IR E BB LR, [N AE L
B EERGESAELAZ R o © | |

BRI, 2 AR EE AL IR T R i A R A
#; HABHNERRIA R EBRRIE, HRMER T 58
ARIIRTG . BEE B B RS SIS e AR T B 5L L i
FRETE BB B, BB R BRI e R A

® & —ERIFE 5 A 2% K EAE Bolshevism at a Deadlock (1930) —3CH %}
BRI AT B4 T A BESEBUA DU AR A B R B VBB VA A B A, RAE
BABMH GRS ERNEENR FEBEREHRMEE “—R/ZH”
e EHER. B-EARIE T AEEREGIREE ). HRE—H
HEIET S, 2R Peter Wollen, “Our Post-Communism: The Legacy of Karl
Kautsky,” New Left Review 202 (1993): 86-88.

® LAN Pan Chiu, “Chinese Culture and the Development of Sino-Christian
Theology,” in Sino-Christian Studies in China, eds., YANG Huilin & Daniel H. N.
Yeung (Newcastle: Cambridge Scholar Press, 2006): 284.

® Karl Kautsky, Foundations of Christianity (1908), trans., Henry F. Mins
(Russell and Russel, 1953), 12. '

® Tbid., 10.




BRI KT T . A A RS (B
SEKR 2 AR ATHIE A7), IR RE RIS FIA R B S
TRABE. B—HSEy TEARSG. FANN: RS,
WRASR T B LH T REH, SEBIHILT B EE A
TSR, RISEZET CESE—ME, #is—Ran
WA SR R S IAR B LR R A (R R AR

Fo R

EEEHN, ROEZEES, EHNEEEERRE (b
R, B - FEER. BY - BAS) MR HHCRmE G
P 5 S R A B A R S I AR, L, 7E
SR R AR 2 3 3% A R A R g %
BRI TRBOBE, HE L, ME2EOEMREMN T,
 RABREE T OISR 2 KRR B T B
| EEERTEEERRES ERE RSN R IE <R
BE—-RBREEIREBENERESRLEENBE” © RN
0 N A I S 1 S ) AR o

B, HREMABEY, BB LR R TR T
HOdR 7RI I B S 0 B O B B R B I & R INZES S . A
(FEE# D (Foundations of Christianity, 1908) IHTEE B
RRUR R — 1 A O, TTIBYGEEN7E— (T R B NI T

© 2F D W Morgan, “The Eclipse of Karl Kautsky, 1914-1924,”
International Journal of Comparative Sociology 30. 1-2 (1989): 57-67; Rodney
Stark, “The Class Basis of Early Christianity: Inferences from a Sociological
Model,” Sociological Analysis 47 (1986): 216-225.

. ® 2 HJames Bentley, “Three German Marxists Look at Chnstlamty
1900-1930,”Journal of Church and State 22 (1980): 511." :
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B2 — B ST A B R BERER ) o BB — B 70 100 LA 1Y 8 B A
HEE, EEREVRME T &2 BT Ul Br 89 2 E LR
o MMREREANE TR RERIE. HOARI LR
Hinptt e /e B, |
EEASMARERSERRRS, BERENEEEBNENE
% KFEE L2 3 T M vE R B B AR 2 . M 5 S 1
BE, BRPETREREZNEREHCREBIIN. £ KE
PR AR, 0 A 8 26 1) JRE Sk B @ AR AN 18- AN 2 L 7E I 35 I i 7R S
(Schleiermacher) T2k, BHESL AIRERE S b, HIEEAERE
TR A SR E . A TR BSAERE VA B 2 AT
BRER X R BB e R, A M7 E8 R 2 U A B # JRE St
PR, MEFMEAEM T REEREBENERTR, &
MRS, KEMBUG TR EH. 1907 £, EH
B FIR B A (Ernst Troeltsch) 1 &42 KiE —Hr i &n3840 78

SR

WG BB H A B B — AR KHE:

“BURHEF” SERISL T BT R HTIRARAEee IR

PR S TR S . R LEE
B F TR R, OB R
LSS R A - W E o R SR B A
SR E, ©

® 5|8 M. D. Chapman, Ernst Troeltsch and Liberal Theology (Oxford,
2001), 140.
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S ) T B G 11 B i S B B B 1 B
HEARARR, HEASZE T E B B R e,

HALLFEE, RMTUEH—AEERER. BIETHE
AR 3 B 5 2 — FE 0 0 BRSO S A AR . B R R
BB ERIRELE, B4 P57 BV, FEERE FL5E
BRI RN K. I TS T S
AT 2 A IE AR, EL B A S 3 S8 S A R B A 2
BvE, HEAA—RAGRAZENME. FE L, BRERD
PR, BEE (RERTS) RN ANRE KR
iR, BRFRENRERRS RSB, MRS, B4
5 SR HORES NP R 28T B T . Bk, B
BER BRI MM . £RMYRIHE
BB SAEOET L BT, RAMSE e AT M. B, =
HEDSENBEREYERE . ZWEIEE A REER, B
fAEIE B A B B AN — (BT . RS, EHEEEEE
HZAIE X B TR RE ARG, B8, RFEE
GGENE Sk

AERMBEEEIRNE LS, B E %
B NI S ERRERMIRE - T B Bh R AR
—RABZNFY, SEHELEERRNTIR, SEEEKR
. ERINEBRER, NSRRGSR 20T
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(BB M OHHNER, (s R
B BRI R AN T . 5 50 550 0 2 ST (B A [ A A
() CHHAY) FRRERHRIBIEE TR, B — R RO
BT —# “HWAN” (superhuman) W2, TijisiHaigscsg T
GBI BN, BAPT HE 20 5 0242 A 7R A 5 £ g A R i B 37
SR BB AV A AR G — (U S M B . I
FEPTHRHN, FB N EL R — R A A S IR O [, 4%
BRSO M 2 I S ST T I . BB R — R E
B 0 PR B . M 2 — R TIE), SBSep f
BUNFE3. BASIES M (Zealots) 5 /7 SR MM & 10 B4 B UF
BBERL M. M TRERIEE, PYREMOEAR, |
RN, RBENFEHNE. REUF. RS, R -
B ERE. TH, SRR RAER TR, (10 M
BRUIWE—Y): “BY), EEREMEEEGE G0 H
{ERMSH LB E TR NEFEREME. 152
EAL—TEFTH . BRI OE . EREEAEh, —
VISR S N E R E T AT K. 7 Cde b, Ry
BRI TE REEE RS —E I X BNEHR & —

® Kautsky, Foundations of Christianity, 1.
® Kautsky, Foundations of Christianity, 268-272.
© Ibid., 346.
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EREMEE, EEEEEBRREEZHMATELR
(Albert Kaltoff) 387%, RUREHHAGHHFRMET “NH
BREAN. BEZNLEIRES . © B, (BREE) 88
245 20 F P ERRIEE—— “IUIE IR, REMRSHE AT
VAT RRTE T 7 —— R R Ay R B AR S A E R AR SR
— R BRI R R R E, ©

38 (B A0 W) B201H A804EAR, K2 B4 B SR 2R 32 B KT
HEBREE, TR R — AR HIFEE RS —
—EEENEE. FRE MRS, FR2EMmERKITERE
BHE W T2 (Deissmann, 1908), Ttk &2 5 s m) K TR
# (Troeltsch, 1911). Rk AT R AR R LITA KIEA ARG N,
&%&ﬁ@%%ﬁ@ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁk%%&%o@
i HEE, RMAEEREEGESEAFENRRE. £HM 3
B, BEERE R AR £ K B AR
BT EE. RBEREET, BFE 90%EHE il 0% 1%
BAE (IASPEBERKE) RERHERE, HREARER

® bid., 317. TEADREHBT, H X FERERENEE. 28
FERETROLERRERNEARSR, Lh—REERLE RN, WA
BRI B AR i A AR, BRI IR CRAZ
PETB RN RNMEAEMMPREAN, BRI, TRMAAMER TR
MESHA. 7 (RRENRETHEMRAEENEAEER)

® Albert Kaltoff, The Rise of Christianity, trans., J. McCabe (London: Watts
& Co, 1907), 181.

® Tbid., 36-37.

® Ernst Troeltsch, “The Significance of the Historical Existence of Jesus for
Faith (1911),” in Ernst Troeltsch: Writings on Theology and Religion, trans. &ed.,
Robert Morgan & Michael Pye (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1977),
182.
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BN EERER AR &R SRR, 7T 2
M, WifEHREZ AR B, Mifh AR B8t 5
—pLREEAE. MAREERER, “BAAYAREFEAMEGEE, 7 ©
—LE R EEER, SELKNEES (KQFET 220
F) ARTLHERIEHEGRE L, BEEEEAME —SE
R BHNES, Bh “TEREK. A, RAWE, W
AmEN. BE. BRELAN, MR—EARBRMAZEAE,
fit A T REFE AR AT EDE B T A T . CRMETREE
LR R g, AR BEREEERYEIN (Celsus)
AT, RAMMAEEKEERA, EETERYt
AR AFETE o AT 5 — B A A BB IR 50 22 2 R B LB 3
R (B KRR,

BifE, BRMEBIERE, MERRPEBHREESE ALK
WRDRIARE, DI E e, TS 2 B B B T A A e s
REREEE . FE L, MIRKER BB AR S W2k,
DRI R A B R R A A S N R AR i 18— e ARy R B 5,9
MR — DR, R Sl A M S 5 A 2 R B . L L R S 1
e, ©

AR, % REARAE BB B A H o,
EEHNGER G HMET NN, EEERESE— R
BALERRT. B2, FUETERRESEPESSHisHN
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© Minucius Felix, Octavius (Loeb Classical Library, 1931), 31.

® Clement of Alexandria, Stromata IV. 6, 58.

® Kautsky, Foundations of Christianity, 353. :

® 2R, Blackledge, “Karl Kautsky and Marxist Historiographv,” 345.
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sepeEE” O (BRANFEE) M “J\AR”  (Beatitude) L “éﬁéa’]
NERT” M “BROAERT” . (862025 fER—HEE
P B R R, ?A%Tuﬁéﬁﬁﬁ%)\f@ﬁ (B%16:19f0). ﬁzﬂ“ﬂ
WAREE RS (R hRERE, “HRMELEAW, BE
BEyy . BNk, BHAMAEEHBEIRME L. 7 S BT
AR R R A “ BB E B E) T,
AR/ B 7 Y T DA 3 ) R A A S AR IR A A B
SR, 7 ©
AR BHNE _EE AR E RN E I REER

B LeEr BEARARTE (AT FEFME R ERRE T, S
MALE—iE, AAA; WHETHERE, BEARTNI G
B Ne 7 ORI LAZER IR ARG ISR BN (BEIIAEE) Tk
B LIERIEIRE: WERER S R G A BRBE R MY, I RARZIRE
RERER I FIGE, MRS B AR 1) ($512:33; 14:33;
18:18-23), {HKEAFAM BRI, HREAMBT DR —EHR
1, “?ﬂiﬁﬂiﬂﬁ%iﬂ&ﬁ%ﬁ#ﬂﬁ%%&ﬁ?Ei’JEEt)J B, (HiELH
%tﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁéﬁiiﬁﬁﬁéiﬁﬁ SAEE” O B RIIE R 54
BB IR B B SRR T E %mﬁlﬂ EFRT

® Kautsky, Foundations of Christianity, 327.
® Kautsky, Foundations of Christianity, 329.
| ® Thid,, 323-334. HREE AR BLE, S IRES I T P nA AT A AR
F MR (John Chrysostom) KERHIEN. TEEHFARBRHAR
BT EHHET T EH R EEM. BEEERRA TR CEMIET HR
VIRt E ERES, B BILE X BREERRNRRIIRTE.
® Ibid., 337.
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LRI, TIRREHEES R, RN AL
G RER R IE — B R R E, BAMTT LB B2 S
BB b BT I e

IR, B = AT R R
FERTHUS . HRIBERIRAE (BTHEE) B3 E33-35 h A,
“HERBME? MRRINBILY - LT ERHERWA, B
RPN H RN RET . 7 ZREAEEE B TiE%
MEBHRNFERSE “BRANAE” . BEXEESNES
WA B M IR AR R R A, T2 DAL R E A
B A A R,

BBt RRA BB, BRI R B RS —E
BRER 277 . BHRE—EREYE, BEFEsTHemE,
BT R RB TR AN RGN B, TEEaE A4
ST HEETOYM. BRE—5, (BAES) (10:34)
FRIEE AT LA 3%, “IRIMAER, RARUM AT, RakiR
R B, TiRMM B TIE. 7 RS kL R
AR A%, BRERA T FHABESHTE, thE 2K
RGBT TROZM. BRAGIRNAEEEEhEE T
EIRFEBE S MR, L E B LR RE LB M “ PR &
LR SR T FUE M RSET & B, BRPMBBSERE (&
BHCER) BN EE R REE RS B (5
FEES) BRI EOE B T A S RO RER, 7R

® Kautsky, Foundations of Christianity, 353.




FHEATRIE, (ARMEDT AT s RS S S EREEARK
AT . SR LU S — AR, % TR MU IR
T — A L YRR B A R R, Bt B R
HRRKFE: BEESTER (HRITE) NERLEESER
IREETTSE, IEUSCA T RRNBUAMENEE N T .

KPR B MR ABOATIEE, RN RS % R T
WE A EEST NS EERBIE. TA - LEE (Albert
Schweitzer) 7E (& $RFE % _LAIHREKY (The Quest of the Historical
Jesus) —EHE\. HH A EERALET T E ARSI HE
BFL. M2 A— AR IR A E N E KBTS E—%
SRALARAS b B8 T 705 A T B AR R IR B IR AR 8%
T BB A ARG E AR TR A L R
G BB ARHL BN B BE. K — eSS
HHGHER “ I (demythologizing). HLEREIENT « HIHE
(Thomas Jefferson) FEHHIMEEE MIFEHATR, “HIRFTERR
LRI RIS i 3 FLHEE S gk i R A i A RA

AR T HEIRE, HALREEMXRER “4R” (quest)
R 1 55 B A DA R 3 T S0 % R S o L 3 2 T £
BR.

—. YRR RIS EA
RBURE 5 _ERIERERHIBESS

® A. Schweizer, The Quest of the Historical Jesus:A Critical Study of Its
Progress from Reimarus to Wrede, trans., F.C.Burkitt(A.&C Black ,Ltd, 1910).

® Thomas Jefferson, The Jefferson Bible: The Life and Morals of Jesus of
Nazareth (Beacon Press, 2001). '
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TEIE —PAEBIRR ST, MERFSS AR (ERERAET) (1835) f4%
TEARRW LG BFEL EERR—E B, RICEENEE
HEE S _EHIERR Chistorical Jesus) A& (mythic Christ)
AR AR RS BR, AN SRR b B R AR AN
& (faith of Christ) Z HIRIHIBTZE . B, kI EHF ML
UL “EARREE” MABRBESRNEKQEE., i,
ATHEHBNREEBHETHERERE VD EARS 2B S
ITEFUTE. RA SRS e BRI S B G R
AR RS L ERSR A . ) “HEE T —ERIeE S S
WA E AR P AR/ B AR ER K 2 s — B BE 35 1Y 48 B 4
Wi 1EJE, FESBRARRE % 2 MIKBTIT AR (5] F Mo 8 )
A BB SELE DB HEEE), WRGLE
Roe TR . © A, BB A B B R B AR R
FEAT AT SRR AOREA%,  BRAPI (K0 SRR S v (AT R VR 2 3 s
FHME, BRERNAELERSMEEIMGESE., ®EANKE
R ARIRAR, RAFLERE L PERI#FEE (historical mythus). I3 E6EE
— HYOR BRI, N H 2B 108 0 70 4 vh B 3% 1) 00 55 A
=, EHA e ERNREARLEA. Fik, BRMRFTR
IR “BR” BETEREN “BAERS” 2 EEFEEHEAE
mE %qq FE OSSR ST AR B RIE
Ly

BTFR, — LGRS EMER R B AR S

® David Strauss, Life of Jesus Critically Examined, trans., Marian Evans
(New York: Calvin Blanchard, 1860), 76.
® Ibid., 70.




(Rudolf Bultmann) £THR . AN IIRILEY,
ML BRE A BSOS GREEE, kerygma) SUHTRHE
FEAR It AR 2 -

BEEBHBARANN S ZRATEN, BEEREABN
NG, AR EEER T ABER . Kk, FM—
FEIRR, BHRMES HEFHETNRE, RTINS
RAkERERRETES, BT LIS
b SR (S M B 1 R R ER MR T AR AT,
BRI TAESE S N EAURIES, ©

it B 30IE —FIE IR FERE & “ M55 (demythologizing),
WA BN BB A B A L. B, BUR
SR LB AR IR SRR, (B RE R RS
f. R T IR CROE) I, B SR
5 W I AR 2 B 1) 57 58 2 AT 2 2 AR L O 5 0
3 38 BAT B o

70 CRBEOER) —8d, BREMNREEREE TR
2 b RPN R e A R s BB I R PR BT 4 1 B
BIEBIHIA . ERE A, FEEER RN ERER T
“HEEEAMEEBE” O R REETENES L
RERESHE, LR My bMoBL” , RMELS

® Rudolf Bultmann, The New Testament and Mythology and Other Basic
Writings, vol. I (Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1984), 2. 7

® RaE K - ¥« FSENTE (Von Hamack) TVASIEH T [FERARIE.

® Kautsky, Foundations of Christianity, 28. '
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“RR AR AT 3 BT 20 M B R B I B 2 AT S e ©.
A1 46 T FT LAZE % SR AL 1035 o BE S AR (B IRIE S L 1R AR )

—E R

JRE 52 L R AR BRAT R B R —MEPE A
e e R B E BRI R AT R AR B AR Z
M, E EFZBOME. et & LR MBI T

- RLEFNTEMBRERER. ERGIRIE R H 7T
. R R TR, B EmERR A
I AY), 18— B AR LR A A A
Y. ©

(B2, FEMMBEBRITR, WA RE M4 BT IR
FE S b OHRER R R R . 2 PR SR BT A v 1 DU B4 2 R A7
TE—EFJE: Ah— 5 T P AR S A A ke RS el
AAEAENES, B0, ZREA RSN ER @7
TER AR BRSO . Z 0 SE s (BEAEIT) (et
HIRT FRIORIRE, B2 MERE, BWETE T EETA
FOE 0, T2 LA PR IRSE A ST 3 R At R 5 B T I, ©
“BAERFALE BRI B 0. B A A A G A,

® Kautsky, Foundations of Christianity, 326.

® Schweizer, The Quest for the Historical Jesus, 399, 398.

© R. Boer, “The Actuality of Karl Kautsky: On Materialist Reconstructions
on Ancient Israel and Early Christianity,” The Bible and Critical Theory 3 (2007):
40.1.
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NICR A E AR B RARE T s, @ B4R, RENAE
ME—REEAE, — BB B B3 EHERR T4 AR R B A
EHRRGHIME, REDRRER T HEREZMNEE. M
RABEHL/NERNTERHE. |

AR S8 A BRAR 2 iy / BR AR B A5 45 tHE ST 10 B A58 B (R
51710 REBGEMME, EHXPBEETNEEMEZL. E]
AAF BB E K (BB A& HBUE) (The Social Teaching
of the Christian Churches, 1912) —&, FREHARA “H—
7 BT R B AR IS AR A R T, TR . ©
ZPE A R e (A R RS, SR EIERE
£ “ZWES” (Sermon on the Mount) HJEE EFWHELZ L.
CHE b, EREEARTEBGEAE A A,

® Bentley, “Three German Marxists Look at Christianity: 1900-1930”.

® Yang Huilin, “I still believe that the aforementioned theological
hermeneutics, theological ethics and theological aesthetics are the three basic
dimensions and scopes of study.” #E ML &Kewid, “TAHRME A LIRBIM
WEHES. HEMRBENHPERBLE THRANZMF TR, ”

® E. Troeltsch, The Social Teaching of the Christian Churches, trans. Olive
Wyon (Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1992), 568.

® Troeltsch HABEAMFTE R FIEE . Chapman, Ernst Troeltsch
and Liberal Theology, 143.
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HELR, MAREEENILETE. B (EETHE) b
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