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Introduction:
Chinese Christianities in Big Eras

MARINA XIAOJING WANG, AGNES SUK-MAN PANG,
AND KINIA CHOI-LIN NG

This special issue includes four essays presented at the 11th and 12th
International Symposia on the History of Christianity in Modern China
in 2019 and 2021. Founded in Hong Kong in 1998, the Symposium has
been an important arena where intellectual exchange occurs among
historians of modern Chinese Christianity. The 12th Symposium, held
online on August 12—-13 and 19-20, 2021, was jointly organized by the
Society for the Study of History of Christianity in China, the Centre for
Sino-Christian Studies of the Hong Kong Baptist University, the Chris-
tianity and Chinese Culture Research Centre of the Alliance Bible
Seminary, and the Christian Study Centre on Chinese Religion and
Culture. Its theme was “Chinese Christianities in Big Eras.” The papers
presented at the Symposium representing the research focus on region-
al studies, female Christians, church-state relations, indigenization,
Christianity in Hong Kong and Catholicism.

Marina Xiaojing WANG (EE:#H) is Post-doctoral Research Fellow at the Centre of
Mission and Global Studies, VID Specialized University, Norway.

Agnes Suk-man PANG (PENG Shumin ¥ iflf) is Associate Head and Assistant
Professor of the Department of History, Hong Kong Shue Yan University.

Kinia Choi-lin NG (HUANG Cailian ###) is Professor of Historical Studies, Chinese
Online School of Theology.
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The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries witnessed dramatic
changes within the Qing Empire, from the Self-Strengthening Move-
ment (1861-1895) to the Hundred Days’ Reform (June 11 to Septem-
ber 22, 1898), from the signing of a series of treaties with western
powers to the defeat in the First Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895).
Along with these socio-political changes came the rapid development
of Protestant missions in China and the intensified Sino-western en-
counter. These encounters brought both collaborations and conflicts to
Chinese Christianities, resulting in progress, as well as damage (to, for
example, the faith community and evangelistic work, as shown in one
of the following case studies).

Two articles in this issue focus on Protestantism during this period,
with different denominations and in divergent regions. Whilst Wu
Kin-pan’s (Hu Jianbin #}{#) essay ““The Rhenish General of Chari-
ots and Horsemen’: Pastor Wong Him-yue and His German Origin [ &
BT | ——F BB A 9 7R B R examines the German origin of
a Chinese Rhenish pastor, Wong Him-yue, and his friendship and co-
operation with German missionaries in Southeast China (Guangdong),
Ellis Ming-cheung Ho’s (He Mingzhang fi#]#) article “The Swedish
China Mission of the Alliance (1893—1900) [ & & & i $4 & %W
(1893-1900)” traces the evangelistic activities of the Swedish China
Mission of the Alliance and their experiences of the locals’ anti-foreign
hatred in Northwest China (the border of Shansi and Mongolia), which
was triggered by a series of political upheavals, particularly during the
First Sino-Japanese War and the Boxer Uprising.

Wu’s essay uncovers the critical role Rhenish missionaries (such as
Ferdinand Traugott Karl Genédhr, Christian Wilhelm Louis, Ernst Fa-
ber, Wilhelm Dietrich, Immanuel Gendhr and Richard Gottschalk)
played in Wong Him-yue’s early life in terms of his spiritual growth
and ministry training. In particular, Wu highlights Wong’s interaction
and close relationships with Ferdinand Traugott Karl Genédhr and Ernst
Faber. Ferdinand Genéhr, the first Rhenish missionary to China, had a
substantial impact on Wong’s spiritual formation and recognized and
encouraged his ability in his early years. Wong greatly admired Ernst
Faber’s knowledge and scholarship and appreciated his teaching and
support in learning and pastoral care. Wu believes that Wong’s in-
volvement in Faber’s literature work enhanced his theological
knowledge, which became second to none among the pioneer Rhenish
Chinese pastors. Additionally, according to Wu, Wong’s view on opi-
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um was also profoundly influenced by Faber during the years when
they closely worked together in Humen.! Wong’s appreciation of Fa-
ber continued even though Faber was forced to leave the Rhenish Mis-
sion in 1880 while Wong remained in the mission. Wong’s friendship
and close collaboration with Rhenish missionaries, as well as their
unanimous recognition of his contributions, prepared him for church
ministry and eventually led to his ordination as the first Chinese pastor
of the Rhenish Mission.

Meanwhile, the Sino-western encounter brought about not only
fraternity and progress in evangelism but also clashes, hindrances and
even destruction. By referring to the US archives of the Christian and
Missionary Alliance, Ho’s account of the Swedish China Mission of
the Alliance reveals a telling story of the missionaries’ experiences at
several historical junctions during the late nineteenth and -early
twentieth centuries. The article presents the reader with a narrative of
the establishment of the Swedish China Mission of the Alliance, their
initial work in China, mission strategy and expansion during a series of
socio-political changes and turbulences, and particularly a detailed
account of how missionaries escaped and were martyred during the
Boxer Uprising. From 1893, when the Swedish China Mission of the
Alliance began their mission work on the border of Shansi and
Mongolia, to the year 1900, missionaries evangelized people in remote
regions and established nearly twenty mission stations. Although they
survived the anti-foreign animosities of the Chinese triggered by the
First Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) and despite the postponement of
the arrival of the third batch of the Swedish missionaries and the partial
damages of some mission stations, their mission work came to an end
due to the fatal blow of the Boxers in 1900.

Entering the twentieth century, one of the biggest challenges of the
era faced by Christianity in China—whether in terms of ideological
trials or church-state relations—came from the Chinese Communist
Revolution, which culminated in the establishment of the People’s Re-
public of China in 1949. The remaining two articles of this special is-
sue present the reader with vivid accounts of how this unprecedented
political struggle twisted the fate of Christianity in modern China and
Hong Kong, individually and collectively.

! Wu Kin-pan (HU Jianbin #f#it), “‘The Rhenish General of Chariots and Horse-
men’: Pastor Wong Him-yue and His German Origin & H55 | —— T 3lffn i B4 g
HEEIHIR,” Ching Feng, n.s., 20.1-2 (2022): 122-23.
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Chin Ken-Pa’s (Zeng Qingbao ¥ B %) case study of Chinese
Protestant intellectual Cai Yongchun (“Christian Scholars in the ‘Grand
Epoch’: A Case Study of Cai Yongchun and His Time at the School of
Religion, Yenching University KRN BFEEfEEE ——PATE R KR
BSR4 0I”) explores Cai’s effort and struggle in accommodat-
ing himself to the new and challenging socio-political and ideological
environment resulted from the founding of the “new China” in 1949.
Being aware of the “challenges of the new era,” particularly those from
communist ideology, Cai took the initiative to seek the path for Chris-
tianity to “survive the new era” and “contribute to the new China” after
he returned to China from the United States in 1950.> As shown in
Chin’s essay, Cai shifted his academic focuses from the fields of an-
thropology and Chinese philosophy to the studies of “Christianity and
Marxism-Leninism” and endeavoured to revise textbooks of the School
of Religion at Yenching University in order to navigate, connect and
make dialogue between Christianity and communist ideology such as
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought. However, due to his
Christian background, Cai was not spared in the (anti-imperialist) De-
nunciation Movement, and his relationship with his mentor T. C. Chao,
former dean of the School of Religion at Yenching University, was
tossed about by this devastating political storm. Chin regards Cai’s ex-
perience from the 1950s to the 1970s as an epitome of the life experi-
ences of many Chinese intellectuals who returned to China after 1949.
By adopting an “individualistic” perspective of the “grand epoch,”
Chin argues that both the changes in interpersonal relationships and the
progress of Cai’s academic concerns were brought about by the “zeit-
geist of the grand epoch.”

Moreover, this “zeitgeist of the grand epoch” demonstrated its
far-reaching influence beyond the mainland Chinese border during the
Cold War period. As Ying Fuk-tsang (Xing Fuzeng Jif4g#%) points out,
the 1967 Riots—a large-scale political struggle spearheaded by the ex-
treme leftists to overthrow the colonial government—were a watershed
in the history of Hong Kong. His essay “Christian Schools, Left-wing
Literature and the 1967 Riots in Hong Kong: A Case Study of Youths’
Garden” examines the connection between the 1967 Riots and Chris-

2 Chin Ken-pa (Zeng Qingbao % B%Y), “Christian Scholars in the ‘Grand Epoch’: A
Case Study of Cai Yongchun and His Time at the School of Religion, Yenching
University KR BSEE fE SRS —— DI REER B EGKE R 1, Ching Feng, ns.,
20.1-2 (2022): 91.

3 Tbid., 88.
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tian students in Hong Kong and attempts to reconstruct the leftist un-
derground operations in those Christian schools. Centred in a contem-
porary left-wing literary magazine in the 1950s and 1960s, Youths’
Garden (F%4H), Ying uncovers the evolution of the Christian stu-
dents’ ideology (from “grey” to “red”) in the 1960s and their involve-
ment in the 1967 Riots.

In addition, this special issue also includes a tribute to Dr. Jeal-Paul
Wiest, delivered by Professor Anthony Clark. It is a tradition for the
Symposium to pay tribute to selected “Distinguished Scholars” at a
specially arranged session known as “Tribute to Distinguished
Scholars.” Dr. Wiest was selected as one of the two “Distinguished
Scholars” (together with Professor Leung Ka-lun) of the 12th
Symposium in recognition of his significant contributions to the study
of the history of Catholicism in modern China and profound impact on
both institutions and individual scholars in the field of Sino-Christian
studies of our era. Dr. Wiest contributes to the study of the history of
Catholicism in China with his distinguished publications. His influence
and long service life are witnessed in both academic and Christian
communities in Sino-Christian research and exchange.
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Christian Schools, Left-wing Literature
and the 1967 Riots in Hong Kong:
A Case Study of Youths’ Garden

YING FUK-TSANG

Abstract

The 1967 Riots were a watershed with far-reaching influence in the
history of Hong Kong. The purpose of this study is twofold: to investi-
gate the connection between the 1967 Riots and students in Christian
schools, and to reconstruct the leftist underground operations in
schools. Focusing on students in Christian schools, this paper examines
their ideology and involvement in the 1967 Riots, drawing on some of
their articles in Youths’ Garden (%4F4&), a contemporary left-wing
literary magazine in the 1950s and 1960s. The magazine shows how a
group of Christian school students evolved ideologically during the po-
litical upheaval of the 1960s and eventually embarked on a path of un-
precedented political struggle.

YING Fuk-tsang (XING Fuzeng Jif&E#) is professor at the Divinity School of Chung Chi
College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

The first draft of this paper was presented at the 11th International Symposium on the
History of Christianity in Modern China: Chinese Church in World Christianities, orga-
nized by Modern History Research Centre, Hong Kong Baptist University and Christian-
ity and Chinese Culture Research Centre, Alliance Bible Seminary on June 14, 2019,
Hong Kong. The research work published here was part of the output of the Direct Grant
for Research Project: “A Study of Hong Kong Christian Schools in the 1967 Riots,”
funded by the Faculty of Arts, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Thanks to Pang
Suk-yi, my research assistant, and Connie Yan-wai Lo, director of the documentary Van-
ished Archives, for their help in bringing the project to fruition.
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Keywords: 1967 Riots, Youths’ Garden, Christianity, Hong Kong

I. INTRODUCTION

The 1967 Riots were a watershed with far-reaching influence in the his-
tory of Hong Kong. Triggered by a series of industrial actions, the riots
soon escalated into large-scale social upheaval as leftist organizations
mobilized their members to take part in the movement. On May 16,
1967, the Hong Kong—Kowloon All Sectors Anti-Persecution Struggle
Committee (GangJiu gejie tongbao fandui GangYing pohai douzheng
weiyuanhui W JL#5 FE R B0 F P 5 & B ®, hereafter referred to
as “All-Sectors Struggle Committee™) was established. On the same day,
the chairman of the Committee, Yeung Kwong (Yang Guang #7%),
director of the Federation of Trade Unions, delivered his protest state-
ment.! Following the establishment of the Hong Kong—Kowloon Stu-
dents’ Struggle Committee (GangJiu xuesheng douweihui W JU24 "%
&) on June 1, more than a dozen left-wing schools threw in their support
for the workers.? The battle was in full force as the “Struggle Committee
of Students from Government / Subsidized / Grant / Private Schools”
(Guanjin busi xuesheng douweihui B EA: ["ZE€) announced its
establishment on June 19.> Within days, students from all over the city
were mobilized to take part in the struggle led by the “Hong Kong—
Kowloon Students’ Struggle Committee.” Clearly, the 1967 Riots were
a political struggle spearheaded by the extreme leftists to topple the
colonial government in the name of “anti-British and counter-violence
(fanYing kangbao X ¥:¥i%).” Underlying the riots were factors far

“Gangliu gejie fanpohai douweihui chengli” L& R IAFEMZ G L [The Hong
Kong—Kowloon All Sectors Anti-Persecution Struggle Committee Formed], 7a Kung
Pao K# (hereafter referred to as TKP), May 17, 1967.

“Gangliu xueshengjie douweihui xuangao chengli” #sJUE 4 R Z @& 5. [The
Hong Kong-Kowloon Students’ Struggle Committee Declared Established], 7KP,
June 4, 1967.

“Guanjin busi xuesheng douweihui chengli” & HMFAERAEFZE ML [The Struggle
Committee of Students from Government / Subsidized / Grant / Private Schools
Formed], TKP, June 21, 1967.

“Xuesheng douweihui zuo haozhao quanGang xuesheng zuzhi hangdong qilai sanshi
sanji GangYing” Z/EMZEGHESEH 2R A ABATE AR = =83t [The Struggle
Committee of Students Called on Students to Disdain, Abominate and Attack the
British Government Yesterday], 7KP, June 22, 1967.

S}

w
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beyond labor issues or social conflicts. The “uprising,” indeed, was an
extension of the Cultural Revolution in the mainland.

Since the outbreak of the 1967 Riots, much has been written on its
history and its profound impact on Hong Kong.’ Yet little is known
about how the riots, which lasted almost half a year, affected the
Christian® community in the city. In this regard, the author has made a
preliminary study on Hong Kong Christians and their responses during
the riots.” There is no doubt that the Christian community in Hong Kong
was caught in the political storm. The fact that many supporters in the
uprising were students in elite Christian schools, however, indicates left-
wing infiltration through underground operations in those schools. How
did the leftists build their network in the Christian schools? Why were
the elite students—educated in Christian institutions in a British
colony—involved in the leftist uprising? These are the key questions I
seek to explore in this paper.

The purpose of this study is twofold: to investigate the connection
between the 1967 Riots and Christian school students, and to reconstruct
the leftist underground operations in schools. Focusing on students in
Christian schools, this paper examines their ideology and involvement
in the 1967 Riots, drawing on some of their articles in Youths’ Garden
(Qingnian leyuan F4-4%4, hereafter referred to as YG), a contemporary
left-wing literary magazine in the 1950s and 1960s.

5 Gary Ka-wai Cheung, Hong Kong’s Watershed: The 1967 Riots (Hong Kong: Hong
Kong University Press, 2009). Yu Ruxin &i&f5, Xianggang 1967 [Hong Kong,
1967] (Hong Kong: Cosmos Books, 2012). Ching Cheong (Cheng Xiang #2¥),
Xianggang liugi baodong shimo: Jiedu Wu Dizhou 7Nt 2B iH A —— {53k
[Understanding the 1967 Riots: Reading the Diaries of Wu Dizhou] (Hong Kong:
Oxford University Press, 2018). Robert A Bickers and Ray Yep, eds., May Days in
Hong Kong: Riot and Emergency in 1967 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press,
2009).

¢ Throughout this article, the term “Christianity” refers to different Christian traditions
in China. The terms “Protestant” and “Catholic” refer to specific sectarian groups.

7 Ying Fuk-tsang, “Liuqi baodong yu Xianggang Jidujiao” ~-LHEBIEFHEILEL [67
Riots and Hong Kong Christianity], in Bianju xia de paihuai: Cong zhanhou dao hou
Jiugi Xianggang jiaohui sheguan shilun % )5 T 19— AT &L LA ECE B
s [Wandering in Hong Kong: Church and Society from Post-War to Post-97]
(Hong Kong, InPress Books, 2018), 69-129.
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II. THE “UPRISING” AMONG STUDENTS
IN CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

Few historians would dispute that leftist schools—the mainstay of pro-
Communist and patriotic education in Hong Kong®—were the key play-
ers in the 1967 Riots. Statistics show that many who were arrested for
participating in the riots were from left-wing schools.” Among these ar-
restees, 37 were teachers and 217 students.'” However, the role of stu-
dents from mainstream schools with pro-China patriotic education was
no less significant. An intriguing question thus arises: how did non-left-
ist school students get caught in the 1967 political storm?

Roar of the Christian School Students

During the riots, two pro-Beijing newspapers in Hong Kong, Ta Kung
Pao (Da Gong Bao K2\, hereafter referred to as TKP) and Wen Wei
Po (Wen Hui Bao IE#, hereafter referred to as WWP), reported the
insurrections in meticulous detail from their leftist perspective. Accord-
ing to TKP’s coverage between May and December 1967, more than 50
Christian schools were involved in the “red storm.”

The riots were triggered by a series of industrial strikes and demon-
strations between April and May 1967. In early May, several Christian
schools (including True Light, Chung Chi, Baptist, Lingnan, Sacred
Heart, St. Paul’s and St. Mary’s) '! voiced their ire over the

8 Lau Chui-shan, “Alternative State Formation in Colonial Hong Kong: Patriotic
Schools, 1946-1976,” Journal for Critical Education Policy Studies 8, no. 1 (August
2010): 390-407.

From August 2010 to October 2011, the Centre for Chinese History of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong interviewed 30 arrested “patriotic youths” involved in the
1967 Riots. See “Remembering 1967: The Life Experiences of ‘Patriotic Youths’ in
Colonial Hong Kong” Oral History Project. Hong Kong Special Collection, The Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong, https://archives.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/repositories/5/ re-
sources/422.

©

10" Lau Chui-shan, “Hong Kong Socialist Experimentation in the Colonial Era: Patriotic
Schools, 1946-1976,” China Report 47, no. 1 (2011): 33.

“Zhenguang Chongji yiqun biyesheng han gongren, yanchi GangYing dangju zhizao
xuexing baoxing” EGHHE— R EA R T A > BFH 5 R R4 LR 21T [An Open Let-
ter from True Light and Chung Chi Graduates to Workers Condemning Sanguinary
Oppression of the British Government], WIWP 3, May 7, 1967; “Zai GangYing
minzu yapo zhixia, guanxiao, jiaohui xuexiao xuesheng nuhou liao™ 7 3% [ je JBEi#
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government’s crackdown on workers in their letters to two local left-
leaning newspapers. In one of the letters, a student named “Patriotic Stu-
dent” from Anglican Bishop Hall Jubilee School condemned the mis-
sionaries and Christian schools for their anti-Chinese teaching:

Our Christian schools teach us to be subservient to Westerners. Yet we
are determined to love our motherland. We have seen through the im-
perialists” hypocrisy: Ostensibly merciful and upright, they conspire to
snuff out our national identity. They keep us out of politics and control
our Chinese curriculum. At schools, teachers tout foreign supremacy
and vilify our great motherland and proletarian Cultural Revolution.
Those so-called missionaries openly insult our compatriots who stand
up to their persecution.'?

The writer referred to the oppression of workers by “the British Hong
Kong Government” as “persecution.” On May 22, the newly established
“All-Sectors Struggle Committee” had its “Message to Compatriots”
published in 7KP, in which it deplored the “atrocities of the British Hong
Kong government” and called on “compatriots to rise up in solidarity
against persecution, and fight until winning complete victory.”!

Following the Struggle Committee’s call for action, TKP published a
few letters from readers who “condemned the fascist atrocities in British
Hong Kong.”!'* Some of these readers were students of Pui Ching
(Middle School), Baptist College, Wah Yan College Kowloon and “a
group of Christian colleges in Tsim Sha Tsui.”'® In late May, TKP

2R B BB e T [Government and Church School Students Howled
Their Fury Against Oppression of the British People], WWP, May 13, 1967; “Chongji
yiqun xuesheng laihan” :E—#EE2E 5K [A Letter from a Group of Chung Chi Stu-
dents], TKP, May 18, 1967; “Yi Chongji yinianji xuesheng laihan” —&FE—F4 84
AeEk [A Letter from a Freshman at Chung Chi College], TKP, May 19, 1967; “Sheng-
mali shuyuan yige aiguo xuesheng” HI§F|HEpr —HE 4 [A Patriotic Student
from St. Mary’s College], TKP, May 19, 1967.
“Heminghua zhongxue tongxue, jielu chuanjiaoshi fanHua {afHi 3 spEL[R] & » 53 i
1% [A Student from Anglican Bishop Hall Jubilee School Exposes Anti-Chinese
Missionaries], 7TKP, May 21, 1967. This quotation and those in the following sections
are translated into English by the author of this paper.
13 “Gejie fanpohai douweihui gao tongbao shu” &% i FFZEa k[ E [Message
from All-Sectors Struggle Committee to Compatriots], 7TKP, May 22, 1967.
14 “Zuori laixin” WEH {5 [A Letter from Yesterday], TKP, May 25, 1967.
“Jiulong huaren shuyuan xuesheng” JUE#{-# B2t [Students at Wah Yan College
Kowloon], TKP, May 23, 1967. “Yi Jianshaju Jijiao shuyuan xuesheng shang” —%
WIHAEZGH B F [From a Student at Christian College in Tsim Sha Tsui], 7KP,
May 25, 1967. “Jinhui xueyuan yiqun xuesheng” =&k —#44: [A Group of Stu-
dents from Baptist College], TKP, May 25, 1967; “Peizheng aiguo tongxue touru
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launched a propaganda campaign against the Christian community,
calling Young J. Allen (1836-1907), a well-known American
missionary, an “American spy” who had promoted “so-called Western
civilization and poisoned the minds of Chinese people.”'® The tactical
discourse of class struggle was entirely consistent with the anti-Christian
movement instigated by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in the
early twentieth century.

Since June, the CCP had strengthened its mobilization for the political
struggle in the education sector, setting up anti-persecution groups in
various schools, including Saint Louis School, Baptist College,
Maryknoll College and Ying Wa Girls> School.!” Before long, individ-
ual students also joined in the struggle. A group of students from Kau
Yan College criticized the school for not teaching modern Chinese his-
tory.!® At a Catholic girls’ school, some students referred to their nuns
as “spies” and blamed the school for prohibiting leftist publications
while giving access to “reactionary” Catholic newspapers.'’

Full Commitment to the Struggle®

Following the establishment of the Hong Kong-Kowloon Students’
Struggle Committee and the Struggle Committee of Students from main-
stream schools, students from Christian schools were mobilized to set up
battle groups and struggle committees.?! The Red Flag Battle Group (es-
tablished on June 14) and the New Days Battle Group (formed on June

douzheng xinglie” #;1EERFE4ZAFIF175 [Patriotic Pui Ching Students Engaging
in the Struggle], TKP, May 25, 1967.

Shiren 1=, “Meiguo tewu Lin Lezhi” #BE+##5mM4% [The American Spy Young J.
Allens], TKP, May 26, 1967.

“Wujian Yingwen shuyuan tongxue, zu fanpohai douzheng xiaozu” 3% 3 E B[R
2 ARBEMF/N [Students from Five English-Medium Schools Organize Anti-
Persecution Groups], WWP, June 14, 1967. Note that another letter from “patriotic
schoolgirls” of Baptist College, Maryknoll College, Ying Wa Girls’ School, etc., was
dated June 4.

18 “Bu jiao jindai lishi, bu zhi sheng zai heshi” A% ILEL > RAELATH [Absence of
Modern Chinese History in the School Curriculum Induces Ignorance of the Present],
WWP, June 6, 1967.

“Shuyuannu jiefa GangYing guiji” & p¢ & # k3555 [British Conspiracies Ex-
posed by Schoolgirls], WWP, June 14, 1967.

The major content of this section, see Ying, “Liuqi baodong yu Xianggang Jidujiao,”
79-81.

Leung Mo-han (Liang Muxian 2%¢), Woyu Xianggang dixiadang RSG5
[My Time in Hong Kong’s Underground Communist Party] (Hong Kong: Open
Books, 2012), 8.
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21) were among the first “struggle groups” founded at Baptist College,
followed by the First Yan’an Battle Group at St. Stephen’s College es-
tablished on June 23. Within days, Ling Ying College and Pui Ching
Middle School also had their first “struggle committees.”*?

Based on the statistics of TKP, Catholic schools were the powerhouse
among church schools in the uprising, with students from 21 Catholic
schools participating in the riots. Other Protestant denominations in-
cluded the Anglican Church (10), the Church of Christ in China (CCC;
6), the Baptist Church (3), the Tsung Tsin Mission (2), the Methodist
Church, the Alliance Church, the Lutheran Church, the Young Men’s
Christian Association (YMCA) and independent denominations. Given
the fact that Christianity played an important role and constituted a sig-
nificant number in the educational sector of Hong Kong, students en-
rolled in Christian schools may not necessarily have identified as “Chris-
tians.”

For Protestant church school bodies, the Anglican Church and the
Church of Christ in China were the most active in the riots. The Anglican
schools involved in the riots were Bishop Hall Jubilee School, St. Ste-
phen’s Girls’ College, St. Mark’s School, Diocesan Boys’ School, Dioc-
esan Girls’ School, Heep Yunn Girls’ School, St. Paul’s School, St.
Basil’s Secondary Modern School and St. Paul’s Co-educational Col-
lege. The CCC schools: Kei Heep Secondary School, True Light, Ying
Wa College, Ying Wa Girls’ School, Hoh Fuk Tong College and Pei
Ying Secondary School. Prestigious Catholic schools which also took
part in the riots were Wah Yan College Kowloon, St. Mary’s Canossian
College, Saint Joseph’s College, Sacred Heart Canossian College, Sale-
sian School, La Salle College, and Maryknoll Convent School, among
others.

In the tertiary sector, struggle committees were established at Baptist
College and Chung Chi College, both Protestant institutions. By
November, the number of newly formed students’ battle teams had
reached 31. In just over 3 weeks (November 1 to November 25), students
from mainstream schools had organized more than 80 demonstrations
and “anti-violence” events. » Some commentators believe the
insurgence had abated by the end of 1967.>* This was far from true. In
fact, the wave of protests were clear signs that the city-wide anti-
government struggle was intensifying.

22 See TKP, June 19, 22, 24 and 27, 1967.

2 “Xuesheng yundong jinru xin jieduan” SEBHEAHE [Student Movements En-
ter a New Stage], TKP, November 28, 1967.

2% Gary Ka-wai Cheung, Hong Kong’s Watershed: The 1967 Riots, 123.
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The struggle committees and battle groups in Christian schools em-
ployed a wide range of devices to advance their agenda: public state-
ments, slogans, leaflets, or even firecrackers on campus. Acting mostly
independently, these groups would sometimes come together for joint
“struggle sessions” organized by the struggle committees.? For in-
stance, on October 29, a group of students and staff from some church
schools attended a “struggle session.” During the denunciation, apart
from taking aim at the British colonial government, activists also ac-
cused some schools of tormenting souls using religion. Participants even
asserted that “neither the Virgin Mary nor Jesus can save them, only
Maoism can.” In one of the struggle sessions, some “pioneers” accused
the imperialists of conspiring to poison young minds with religious in-
doctrination. The tirade went on, targeting church schools which pro-
moted subservience to foreigners and intensified suppression of opposi-
tion. The pioneers also accused churches of demoralizing students by
dismissing the leftist struggle as “the devil’s temptation.” The session
was concluded with a long list of slogans: “Down with the traitors”;
“Down with British imperialism”; “Down with American imperialism”;
“An eye for an eye”; “Stand up to violence”; “Patriotism is no crime.”?

The joint struggle sessions provide a vignette of the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s sophisticated clandestine networking and leadership
among Christian schools in the 1960s. Leung Mo-han (Liang Muxian %
#:0M), a former underground CCP member in Hong Kong, revealed in an
interview that she had first learnt about the CCP in a study group led by
“Brother Chu,” her brother’s schoolmate at La Salle College.?” At the
time, Leung believed the underground party was making headway on the
education front, given their presence in some Christian schools and sev-
eral prominent government schools such as Belilios Public School,
Queen’s College and Clementi Secondary School.?®

25 “Wushi suo guanjin busi xuesheng daibiao huishi, babai ren zuo yu gongren jihui

kong GangYing” Fi-fr & s A AL (AR @il » /A AN T A @ik [Student
Representatives from 50 Schools Congregated; 800 People Assembled with Workers
to Denounce the British Government Yesterday], TKP, October 23, 1967.

“Jiaohui xuexiao xuesheng he gongren, zuo lianhe kongsu GangYing zuixing” #€r
AR T > WEB A s %5817 [Church School Students and Workers Engaged
in Joint Denunciation of the British Government Yesterday], TKP, May 30, 1967.
Leung Mo-han, interview by Ying Fuk-tsang, April 21, 2020.

28 Tbid.
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Wu Dizhou %:3kJ}, a long-serving leader of the underground Com-
munist Party in Hong Kong,? noted in his journal on June 26, 1967:

Queen’s [College] and True Light [Middle School] should not act in
isolation but get on board with the programme. If they continue on
their own, they will expose themselves. They should be told as soon as
possible that going solo like Queen’s and True Light will render them
visible. If we’re making the calls, we should correct this.*°

Queen’s College was one of the oldest government schools in Hong
Kong, whereas True Light Middle School was a well-known Protestant
girls’ school. Apparently, Wu was aware of the “non-conformist, mili-
tant style” of the struggle committees of these two schools and feared
they might “expose themselves,” according to the interpretation of Ching
Cheong,’! a well-known journalist who later became the vice-editorial
manager of WWP.

In December, some teachers from government and subsidized schools
launched a campaign against “slavish education.” Meanwhile, Christian
school teachers also condemned the schools for “ruthlessly white-ant-
ing” their belief systems with religion. “As teachers, we all look forward
to a restful weekend after an exhausting workweek. Frustratingly, our
holidays have been packed full of compulsory (religious) gatherings and
retreats.”? Clearly, the CCP had infiltrated Christian schools, where
“teachers” were part of the struggle campaigns. The struggle at schools
went on until 1968 when a sudden policy reversal from Beijing brought
the underground operation to a halt. None of the underground CCP mem-
bers at schools was exposed during the campaign.

Mo Kwan-nin (Mao Junnian E#4) was another typical example of
CCP’s infiltration into schools. A former member of the CCP, Mo was
later appointed as deputy director of the Hong Kong office of the Xinhua
News Agency, the CCP’s quasi-diplomatic agency in Hong Kong. Mo
had his secondary education at Pui Ching Middle School, a Christian
school. After graduating from the University of Hong Kong in 1961, he
taught at Methodist College, where he was put in charge of the Chinese

2% Wu Dizhou, the then deputy head of the Hong Kong and Macau Section of the Foreign
Affairs Office of the State Council. See Ching, Xianggang liugi baodong shimo: Jiedu
Wu Dizhou, Xxii.

30 Tbid., 380.

31 Ibid., 388.

32 “Guanjin jiaoshi nu ze GangYing, nuhua jiaoyu huohai shenyuan” Ty H#Hli & 2 3 >
e FEWMEGE [Teachers from Government and Subsidized Schools Declaimed
Against the Enduring Scourge of Slavish Education], TKP, December 9, 1967.
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language and history curriculum. In Chinese history class, Mo loved to
show his admiration for Chinese culture, as recalled by one of his pre-
paratory students at Methodist College in the early 1970s. Although his
reference to the CCP was usually subtle, he introduced his students to
historical materialism and some of the works of leftist scholars in his
class, such as Modern Chinese History by Fan Wenlan 230 and 4
Short History of Chinese Philosophy by Feng Youlan 4 5. Much en-
deared to his students, Mo was known for his signature white long-
sleeved shirt and the notebook he carried around for scribbling down the
words of his students. Occasionally, Mo invited his students to attend
reading groups at his house in North Point.*®> After leaving Methodist
College in 1984, he co-founded the Hong Kong Institute for the Promo-
tion of Chinese Culture (Xianggang Zhonghua wenhua cujin zhongxin
s P EE LA ME L), where he took up general directorship. From Jan-
uary 1985 to June 1987, Mo was the deputy secretary-general and the
head of the Department of Culture and Education of Xinhua News
Agency Hong Kong Branch. In July 1987, he was appointed the deputy
director of Xinhua’s Hong Kong branch.>* Former underground CCP
member Leung Mo-han pointed out that “when necessary,” the Party
would arrange for underground members to come out.*> In Mo’s case,
his official appointment at Xinhua became public after his transition at
the Hong Kong Institute for the Promotion of Chinese Culture.

Why Participate in the Struggle?

If the CCP’s underground work was the “external” force, what were the
“internal” triggers for the participation of elite Christian school students
in the anti-British riots? Shielded from “patriotic education,” how did
they become embroiled in the political turmoil?

In the 1960s, families in Hong Kong could broadly be defined by their
political positions: leftist and non-leftist. Some scholars point out that
leftists in those days had their “self-contained, self-sufficient” social sys-
tem which comprised schools, enterprises, newspapers, cultural institu-
tions, neighborhood organizations, trade unions, chambers of commerce,

3 An Alumni of Methodist College (Anonymous), interview by Ying Fuk-tsang, Sep-
tember 16, 2020.

3% “Yuan Xinhuashe Xianggang fenshe fushechang Mao Junnian shishi” J§Ugi#eA: %k
sAtEERBHERH [Former Deputy Director of the Hong Kong Branch of Xinhua
News Agency Mr Mao Junnian Dies], Xinhua Net, March 26, 2013, URL expired.

3 Leung Mo-han, interview.
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and so on. Such microcosm had created a socio-political force too strong
to be ignored by the colonial establishment.*® A case in point was the
boycott of public examinations, which symbolized the left-wing schools’
determination to confront the colonial educational system.*’ Under-
standably, many students with a leftist family background were drawn
to these schools for their strong patriotic and political positions. Never-
theless, pro-China schools were not the only option for children in left-
wing families. In fact, some well-known leftists were enrolled in main-
stream schools. Jasper Yok-sing Tsang (Zeng Yucheng % #Ei) and
Tsang Tak-sing (Zeng Decheng ¥ 1#/%), for instance, were graduates of
St. Paul’s College, a prestigious Christian school, despite their father
Tsang Chiu-kan’s (Zeng Zhaoqin % %)) membership in a leftist entity
(Chinese General Chamber of Commerce). Tsang Chiu-kan’s three chil-
dren earned their place at elite schools (St. Paul’s College and Belilios
Public School) by means of their individual academic achievements. Ac-
cording to Jasper Tsang, his family had a longstanding subscription to
WWP and a penchant for Chinese films and art shows. However, he be-
lieved their left-leaning ideas were not attributable to the “leftist propa-
ganda” at home, but shaped by the “broader external context,” which
Tsang referred to as “a product of the era.”*

Jasper Tsang said his leftist parents were never critical of the Com-
munist Party and were somewhat “afraid of politics.” Like other parents,
they expected their children to “work hard and avoid bad company.”
When his father learned of his involvement in the 1967 protests, he be-
came deeply concerned about his children’s future.>* On September 28,
Tsang Tak-sing, then a preparatory student leader, was arrested by police
for distributing “anti-violence” leaflets and hanging a three-storey-high
red banner reading “Long Live Patriotic Students” from the fifth-floor
balcony of the school. On October 9, he was convicted at the Central
Magistracy of “possessing a banner with inflammatory slogan” and

3¢ Stephen Wing-kai Chiu (Zhao Yongjia #7 ) and Lui Tai-lok (Lu Dale k%),
“Introduction,” in Xionghuai zuguo: Xianggang “aiguo zuopai” yundong W
—& [FEAIR] 8 [Aspiring to the Motherland: “Patriotic Political Left-wing”
Movement in Hong Kong], ed. Stephen Wing-kai Chiu, Lui Tai-lok and Yung Sai-
shing (Rong Shicheng %) (Hong Kong: Oxford University Press, 2014), 6-7.
Lau, “Hong Kong Socialist Experimentation in the Colonial Era: Patriotic Schools,
1946-1976,” 29.

Tsang Yok-sing ¥ #Ei, “Wo de fuqin: Huainian fuqin Zeng Zhaoqin shishi shi-
zhounian (xia)” FAACH——REEACHLE BB A 8 4F () [In Commemoration of My
Late Father: The 10th Anniversary of Tsang Chiu-kan’s Death (II)], 7KP, May 19,
2015, http://news.takungpao.com/hkol/politics/2015-05/3004046wap.html.

3 Tbid.
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sentenced to two years in prison.*’ After achieving great results in the
Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination (HKCEE), Tsang was
planning further study in the US after graduating from the University of
Hong Kong. But the labor unrest in May 1967 changed his mind. Sym-
pathetic to the leftist cause, Tsang started to pore over scores of Mao
Zedong’s works and take part in the struggle. Before long, Tsang’s
story—a high achieving young man sentenced to two years in prison for
“patriotism”—became the rallying point for young recruits in the leftist
struggle.!

Family background is hardly the only determinant of one’s ideology,
as clearly illustrated in the Tsangs’ story. Although Tsang and his sib-
lings were born and raised as children of pure communist proletarians,
their leftist thinking was the “product of the era”—a result of deep con-
templation of their individual and social contexts in the 1960s. Despite
the critical role of contextual factors, the impact of the CCP’s under-
ground activities at schools deserves much attention. In the following
section, [ will explain how the underground operations at schools caused
some of the non-leftist students to “turn left” and participate in the 1967
Riots.

Two letters published in TKP on May 19, 1967, illustrate how some
young students gravitated toward leftist ideology. The first was a letter
from a freshman at Chung Chi College, a tertiary institution founded by
representatives of Protestant churches. Nurtured in church-affiliated in-
stitutions throughout his schooling, the author said that he had always
been politically indifferent. However, he finally broke his silence when
he witnessed the British police brutality.*? In another letter, a “Patriotic
Student” (from St. Mary’s Canossian College) cited some of Mao
Zedong’s quotes, vowing to “uphold Mao’s thoughts” by supporting pat-
riotic workers in their fight for justice.* These letters, both written by
church school students, represented slightly different political positions:

4

S

“Zeng Decheng zao GangYing pohai, zuo zai ‘fating’ jian bu renzui” ¥ fE ik H
& METE [¥EEE ] BEANRRSE [Persecuted by the British Government, Tsang Tak-sing Ad-
amantly Denied the Allegation in the “Court” Yesterday], TKP, October 10, 1967.
“Chong ba, yonggan de chuangjiang!—Ji Shengbaoluo xuesheng Zeng Decheng de
chengchang™ fliie - 55 B B AU AR AR AL R HE R R [Go! Courageous
Spearhead! The Metamorphosis of the St. Paul’s College Student Tsang Tak-sing],
TKP, October 27 and 28, 1967. See also “An Interview with Tsang Tak-sing,” see
Cheung, Hong Kong’s Watershed: The 1967 Riots, 154-61.

“Yi Chongji yinianji xuesheng lai han” —&:ik—4ER 85K [A Letter from a Fresh-
man at Chung Chi College], TKP, May 19, 1967.

“Shengmali shuyuan yige aiguo xuesheng” EEIH|FHR—HZ L4 [A Patriotic Stu-
dent from St. Mary’s College], TKP, May 19, 1967.
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the first symbolized moderate resentment against colonial police vio-
lence; the second represented a strong leftist revolutionary ideology.

Admittedly, material from pro-China media might not fully capture
the thoughts of students during the riots. Unfortunately, first-hand nar-
ratives of Christian school students who participated in the riots are not
available. Despite this limitation, YG still provides a wealth of historical
data and valuable insights into the attitudes of young students in the
1960s.

III.  YG AND 1967 RIOTS

To understand the thoughts of Christian school students before the 1967
Riots and how they were related to those riots, a good starting point is
the content of YG. A major “grey-line” (huixian }k#) tool for the CCP’s
underground work, the leftist literary magazine was also a device for
manipulating public opinion during the 1967 Riots.

YG as a “Grey Line”

Founded in April 1956 by Ng Hong-mun (Wu Kangmin 2JER), a left-
wing academic, YG was a weekly literary magazine designed behind the
scenes to compete against its right-wing rival, The Chinese Student
Weekly (Zhongguo xuesheng zhoubao BIE 1 Jf#R).** Leung Mo-han,
who worked underground in Hok Yau Club (Xueyou she % K #t,

4 Ng Hong-mun %R, “Qingnian leyuan yishu” (#4F4RE) f&ik [Retrospection of
Youths’ Garden), Ming Pao Wi#k, March 25, 2017. Edited and issued by a local right-
wing institution the Union Press, The Chinese Student Weekly 8 5 4 J&
commenced its publication in 1952. See Ng Siu-kwong (Wu Zhaogang % Jk[l), “Wu-
shi niandai Zhongguo xuesheng zhoubao wenyi ban yanjiu” F 1448 B £4: &)
SCESRHEE [A Study on the Literature Section of The Chinese Student Weekly in
1950s], MPhil thesis, Lingnan University, 2007. See also Fu Poshek (Fu Baoshi f#
1), “Wenhua lengzhan zai Xianggang: Zhongguo xuesheng zhoubao yu Yazhou jijin
hui, 1950-1970, xia” L& BAERE— CPEISA JHHR) BEE R4 > 19501970 (F)
[The Cultural Cold War in Hong Kong: The Chinese Student Weekly and the Asia
Foundation, 1950-1970 (Part 1I)], Twenty-First Century —-+—1it# 174 (August
2019): 67-78.
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hereafter referred to as HYC),* quoted secret Communist Party leader
Leung Woon-yin (Liang Huanran %) as saying:

Like HYC, YG targeted students from mainstream schools (govern-
ment, subsidized, grant and private schools), with the same aims of
promoting unity among students and inculcating patriotism and loyalty
to the CCP. Just as HYC attracted students with popular themes in per-
forming arts, YG s appeal was literary writing. While the subjects of
interest differed, both shared the same goal of preparing young people
for Party membership and cadreship.*

Szeto Wah (Situ Hua F{£#£), a well-known Hong Kong pro-democ-
racy activist, disclosed in his memoirs that the CCP’s underground or-
ganizations camouflaged themselves in various open organizations. On
the top tier, these entities were divided into different systems called
“lines” (xian #%), such as financial lines, trade lines, education lines, stu-
dent lines and so on. Depending on the nature of activities, these lines
branched out into “red lines” and “grey lines.”*’ YG and HYC, for in-
stance, were CCP’s underground “grey lines,” which were affiliated to
the Publicity Department and the Group for Hong Kong and Macau Af-
fairs of the General Office of the Guangdong Provincial Committee of
the CCP.*

“In due course, students who participated in the activities of YG and
HYC would join the Communist Party,” said Leung Mo-han. Strategi-
cally, underground agents would first gain students’ trust through acts of
care and assistance in activities or small groups. They then looked for
opportunities to incite strong patriotic sentiments by initiating conversa-
tions about current political affairs and Chinese history, particularly on

45 Established in 1949, Hok Yau Dancing Club (Xueyou zhongxi wudao yanjiushe £/
TR 7041 ) was an organization which held different extracurricular activities (in-
cluding dance, music, drama, literature and arts) for students. In 1975, the Club
adopted its current name “Hok Yau Club” (Xueyou she £ 44t).

46 Leung Mo-han, “Wo suo zhidao de Qingnian leyuan” TR (F4E4ERE) [The

Youths’ Garden 1 know], Ming Pao Monthly ® #& H Tl , May 2018,

https://mingpaomonthly.com/F i ny (FFELEE)  (GREH) /.

Szeto Wah w3, Dajiang dongqu: Situ Hua huiyilu KRITHRE—TrEHERIEE [A

Mighty River Flowing Eastward: Autobiography of Szeto Wah] (Hong Kong: Oxford

University Press, 2011), 57.

Chan Wai-chung (Chen Weizhong Bifi+), ““Liuqi baodong’ qianhou Xianggang zuo-

pai wenyi kanwu: Yi Haiguang wenyi, Wenyi shiji, Qingnian leyuan wei zhongxin de

yanjiu” [NERE) ] AIEEELIRCETY—A Gty - CuEEiti) - (FHF%

) Zhoiist [Hong Kong’s Leftist Literary Periodicals around the Period of the

1967 Riots: A Study Focusing on Haiguang wenyi, Wenyi shiji and Qingnian leyuan],

PhD dissertation, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2016, 33.
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sensitive topics such as foreign invasions.*” Jasper Tsang was a case in
point. As a contributor to YG, Tsang was a regular visitor at its Wanchai
office, where he met and soon developed close friendship with Fu Hwa-
biu (Fu Huabiao 1##)%), the English editor of the magazine. Tsang’s
father later said to Xu Liping (#%°F) that “Yok-sing have changed since
he met Fu Hwa-biu.” Their close relationship was evident in a story re-
told by his faither: “Yok-sing once won a mathematics competition. To
be awarded, Tsang was told he needed to “first become a British citizen.”
Undecided about the award, Tsang consulted Fu, who replied with a rhe-
torical question: “Is it worth changing your nationality for an award?”
Although Fu said he would respect Tsang’s decision, he made it clear he
would not accept it if he were in his shoes.*

Apparently, one of the tactics of the CCP’s underground work at the
time was to shape students’ leftist thinking through networking along the
“grey lines.” While the goal was to recruit young members for the CCP,
there were no clear guidelines regarding how underground members
should interact with Christian students, according to Leung Mo-han. Un-
derground CCP agents would not actively challenge their Christian faith
head-on. Instead, they would manipulate students’ patriotic sentiments
so that they might renounce their faith.’!

As a “grey-line” literary magazine, YG consciously downplayed its
left-wing affiliation, a tactic which some scholars describe as “deredden-
ing” and “depoliticizing.”>> A few studies point out that during the riots,
some leftists suggested boycotting the HKCEE as a show of disapproval
of the British Hong Kong’s examination system. The magazine, how-
ever, was more eager to win over readers with a newly added special
column for the HKCEE.*® Ah Nong (A Nong ki), a famous writer
who was once the editor of YG, commented that the editorial policy of
YG inclined to be neutral and non-political, with its main purpose of pro-
moting a healthy lifestyle, a love of reading and writing, and a

4 Leung Mo-han, interview.

50 Xu Liping ###°¥-, “Cengmen yishi yiwen” # M—K#k# [Anecdotes on the Tsang

Family], Apple Daily #i%#: H#, December 23, 2012, URL expired.

Leung Mo-han, interview.

Chan, “Liuqi baodong gianhou Xianggang zuopai wenyi kanwu,” 183-90.

Hung Chi-kum (Xiong Zhiqin f&:£%%), “Yu shi bing jin ju tui: Qingnian leyuan (1956—
1967) de chuangkan yu tingkan” Bl iE({RIR CHFLRE)  (1956-1967) HIAIT)
%7 [Moving and Fading with the Times: Commencement and Termination of
Youths’ Garden (1956-1967)], in Shuanglong tuyan: HuGang zhi wenhua jiaoliu yu
hudong gt ¥——JE 2 L2 B EH) [Cultural Relations and Interactions be-
tween Shanghai and Hong Kong], ed. Leung Yuen-sang (Liang Yuansheng #7c4:)
and Wong Wang-chi (Wang Hongzhi *% %) (Hong Kong: Shanghai-Hong Kong
Development Institute, Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, 2005), 222-23.
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meaningful life. In fact, the magazine kept a low profile on views about
the country, the nation and society.>* Because of this “grey” and “neu-
tral” orientation, many of the contributors were students from main-
stream schools, including some elite students nurtured by the colonial
British Hong Kong government.> A student who once recommended
YG to his classmates said that “apart from being a refreshing leisure read,
the magazine also helps students hone their problem-solving skills.”*®
This may explain why in its heyday in the 1960s, the magazine sold be-
tween 20,000 and 30,000 copies and was arguably one of the most influ-
ential youth magazines in Hong Kong.>’

The magazine was also endorsed by some churches and local church
schools. For example, Archdeacon Lee Kau-yan (Li Qiu’en %3k &), the
Principal of All Saints Middle School; and Evan G. Stewart, the Princi-
pal of St. Paul’s College, both wrote an inscription for the inaugural is-
sue. The first issue also featured Christmas news from the student fel-
lowships of nine Anglican schools.’® In the February 1967 issue, the
Kowloon Ling Liang Church placed an advertisement for a “Youth
Evangelistic Meeting” which posed questions about destiny and the
origin or meaning of life.”” Teachers at Diocesan Girls’ School and St.
Paul’s Co-Educational College were also “eager to share their teaching
experience and insight into music reviews with the editor and readers.”°
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YG and the 1967 Riots

First launched on April 14, 1956, YG ceased publication on November
24, 1967, due to inciting charges. According to the Wah Kiu Yat Po
(Huagqiao ribao #f{&H ), the government believed the magazine had
become “more seditious” since riots erupted in May, and suspected it
played a leading role among Communist student insurgents in the 1967
Riots.®! On August 7, the police raided the premises, disregarding the
immediate release of an objection statement.”> On November 17, the
publisher of YG was indicted for sedition.®?

Starting off as a “grey-line” magazine, YG rarely touched on politics
in its early days. As noted by Chan Wai-chung, a researcher of YG, the
magazine was by nature “apolitical and intellectual, focusing largely on
examination techniques.” For this reason, the colonial government had
been less guarded and usually “‘turned a blind eye’ to its subtle leftist
vibes with minimum intervention.”®* As the Cultural Revolution was
sweeping across China, YG was inevitably influenced by its revolution-
ary ideology and drifted towards “extreme patriotism.” On December
23, 1966, the magazine published an article by a student of the Salesian
English School, in which he expressed his love of “the motherland” and
his determination to rectify the “misconceptions” of the past, and to fol-
low the “model of the working class.”®® In March 1967, a St. Luke’s
College student under the pseudonym “Red Guard” encouraged students
to “learn wholeheartedly from the peasants and workers” and “refuse to
be nerds.”®® Meanwhile, in the midst of propaganda, leftist trade unions

o1 “Ganggong zao chenzhong daji” #38THEIT% [Crackdown on Local Communists],
Wah Kiu Yat Po & At (hereafter referred to as WKYP), November 22, 1967.

2 “Women kangyi GangYing daoluan benbao” k(M 245 AL A [We Protest
Against the British Government’s Disrupting Our Magazine], YG 592 (August 11,
1967): 1.

8 “Qingnian leyuan zhoubao, souchu shandong wenjian” 754 4& [ # - 18  F8H S
[Seditious Papers Searched out from the Youths’ Garden Weekly], WKYP, August 8,
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were organizing strikes, stirring citywide unrest. A red political storm
was looming in the background.

Many believe the labor dispute erupted in mid-April at the Hong
Kong Artificial Flower Factory in San Po Kong was the immediate cause
of the 1967 Riots.®” At the end of April, YG published a poem by a group
of students from St. Paul’s College. Singing praises to the workers, the
authors encouraged them to unite and “fight for survival and liveli-
hood.”®® A week after the establishment of a struggle committee on May
12, an article titled “Chinese Compatriots Brutally Beaten” was pub-
lished in the magazine. Addressing the grievances of participants in the
riots, the author urged the government to meet the demands of workers
in every sector.®’

Notably, since the establishment of the struggle committee, articles
with a militant undertone had become more prominent in YG. For in-
stance, on May 26, 1967, a “Tribute to the Valiant Youth” by a student
from Queen Elizabeth School was published. The author lauded the
young people in the struggle against exploitation and persecution as the
“heroic children” who “rose against violence” and “stood by the work-
ers.”’® On June 1 another students’ struggle committee was formed. The
next day YG complemented the event seamlessly with an article about
the politics taboo for secondary school students. The author from St.
Francis Xavier’s College argued:

Everyone has a place in a class society, not least the young generation.
But people with ulterior motives suggest that politics should be off
limits for students. To steer us away from politics, they make sure we
are overloaded with endless schoolwork, tests and exams. Trapped in
a ruthless examination system, we hardly have time for normal
extracurricular activities. Even worse, students of English-medium
schools are taught to pursue wealth, fame, pleasure and status. They
know all about the Western world, yet nothing about their magnificent
motherland.... No politics for students—what a dangerous taboo!

...our incompetent government “masters” all forms of exploitation:
rising prices, forced relocations and harsh fines. Its violent crackdown

7 Cheung, Hong Kong's Watershed: The 1967 Riots, ch. 2.
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on our virtuous compatriots (students, workers and journalists) has
seen many injured and imprisoned, some facing trumped-up charges.
We all know who is behind the political purging. Those who ask us to
control our emotions and avoid politics are the same people who are
pushing their own political agenda. “Foreign monks” (missionaries) in
our schools say we should steer clear of politics. But they keep bring-
ing politics into the classroom, using every opportunity to disparage
our beloved motherland. They’re the ones talking politics all the time!

The author finished with a call for action: “Fellow students, it’s time
to wake up! Let us break free from the shackles and broaden our horizon.
Above all, let us learn politics!””!

Some “awakened” students from Queen’s College, a government
school, reflected on their identity and responsibility as Chinese in “the
midst of the upheaval.” They believed “the bloodshed of unarmed Chi-
nese compatriots” and “the unreasonable detentions and beatings by the
anti-riot squads” only reinforced the saying that “The greater the oppres-
sion, the stronger the resistance.” The authors called upon all students to
join the struggle:

Be mindful of what the Education Department and its teachers say:
they are the government’s mouthpieces. Come on the scene and see for
yourselves; then make your own judgement and share the truth. You
who called yourself politically neutral, ask yourself if your stance is
based on thoughtful deliberation from all perspectives. Do not be
fooled by the “sugar-coated baton” again. Who can still sit idly by
while our classmates, friends and compatriots are being beaten by the
stooges? You who choose to forget your national identity, consider
this: Chinese people never yield to brutal oppression by the British co-
lonial government. Nothing can crush our dignified national spirit!’

On August 13, 1967, in a move to bolster support for the 1967 Riots,
YG launched New Youths (Xin Qingnian #1754, hereafter referred to as
NY), a supplement characterized by intense writing style. In one of the
“Editor’s Choice” articles in NY: “At a time when anti-persecution sen-
timent is surging nationwide, young students shall no longer remain

"1 Secondary School Student (Zhong xuesheng #£/£), “Hushuo badao de ‘lilun™ #]#
JVER [ 25 | [Nonsensical “Theories”], YG 582 (June 2, 1967): 9.
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Zhongguoren, ying xuan na yitiao lu zou?” Mg FUEH A - HEAVP g » F PR -
JE#AS— 15 E ? [How Can We Care Only Our Studies and Bury Our Heads into the
Sand? Which Way Should We Go as Chinese?], YG 585 (June 23, 1967): 12.
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silent. Like volcanoes on the brink of eruption, our hearts are bursting
with patriotic indignation ...””®> Chan Wai-chung described the content
of NY as “imbued with red,” reminiscent of most leftist publications of
the time.” In November, the Hong Kong government ordered the clo-
sure of YG and indicted its publisher Chan Tsui-tsun (Chen Xuzhen B
J¥#) for four incendiary articles, namely “The Death of Lam Bun” (Sep-
tember 19), “Political Water Restriction” (September 8), “We are Armed
with an Invincible Ideology” (August 27) and “Good Fight against the
Government by Students!” (September 24).”

IV. THE YG AND THE POLITICAL DISCOURSE
OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOL STUDENTS

No doubt, YG was a popular “grey-line” magazine among students from
mainstream schools. Statistics show that there were 20,000 subscribers
and a large cohort of authors in its heyday, most of them being students
from non-leftist schools.”® In fact, submissions between its May 1965
issue and its last (November 1967) were full of articles from students of
faith-based schools. Articles published during the period were from stu-
dents of 120 Catholic and Protestant schools and colleges (Chung Chi
and Baptist), among them were prestigious and well-known schools.”’

What is also noteworthy is the substantial overlap between the list of
Christian schools in the “uprising” and the above list. YG was undeniably
part of the leftist propaganda machine for reaching out to its targets of
influence during the political struggle. In addition to discrediting the co-
lonial government and its educational system, the magazine also

3 “Wanren qiwang, benbao fukan Xingingnian” # A > AR FH 4 [Our Tre-
mendously Anticipated Supplement New Youths], YG 597 (September 15, 19670): 12.
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reinforced patriotism by peddling the struggle as an “anti-British and
counter-violence” campaign. In this section, I will examine Christian
school students’ discourse on society, nationality, and religion, and dis-
cuss the “anti-British and counter-violence” struggle based on their sub-
missions to YG in 1967.

Social Concern and the Fight against Injustice

Hong Kong in the 1960s was plagued by poverty rooted in structural
social inequality. A year before the 1967 Riots, Rev. L. Stumpf, the di-
rector of the Lutheran World Federation/World Service, made a poignant
comment about the city:

If you have only seen the rich minority in their luxury high-rise apart-
ments or flashy hotels, you have not seen the real Hong Kong. The
“real Hong Kong” is hidden in the city’s bottom rung, where the ma-
jority are just scraping by, living in squalor [...], on the streets, and
under the stairs. Abandoned by the government, they are struggling to
make ends meet.”

What were the major social issues in Hong Kong from the perspec-
tives of elites brought up in Christian schools? In an article titled “The
Dockers,” “Zhouguang %> from Hong Kong Baptist College la-
mented a group of dockers toiling under the scorching sun: “A whole
day of toil and sweat earns them only half a bowl of rice...But as food
price keeps soaring, their hard-earned wages are going backward.” With
a deep sigh the author exclaimed: “Fairness” has “drifted away in the
deep, dark sea”!” A student from St. Paul’s High echoed this with a
question in the “Song of the Transport Workers”: “Who has stolen our
livelihood security?”%

“Wanyun #iZ£,” a St. Paul’s College’s student, told of the grassroots
grievances in an article titled “Poorest of the Poor”: “Though toiling day
and night, parents still struggle to feed their children. Working to ex-
haustion, yet they can never get out of dire poverty ...” Despite the
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[Contemporary Hong Kong Society and Its Challenges], Quarterly of Hong Kong
Council of Social Services #¥#7=7) 13 (Spring 1965): 8, 13.
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gloomy picture, the story finished with an upbeat note: “We are materi-
ally poor but rich in spirit!” and commit to “becoming courageous adults
who will stand up to tyranny.”®! The article was a direct appeal to the
readers for getting ready for confrontation with the oppressors.

What also deserves attention is the emerging concept of “working
class” in some of the articles in YG. For example, “Qiankun #3#” from
Salesian English School repented of his condescending “intellectual”
mentality towards the working class. Resolved to correct his “prejudice,”
he decided to “follow the example of the working class.”%?

The articles cited above were all published before the 1967 Riots.
Leveraging social justice issues, the authors extolled the “working class”
and promoted class struggle in the form of “confrontational resistance
against oppression,” presenting typical leftist perspectives. “Zifan ¥ JL”
of St. Mark’s School, for instance, suggested that if workers died in their
fight for a “reasonable society,” they would not “die in vain.” He called
for the readers to “be selfless” and boldly confront “the shadow of
death,” for “the struggle [was] not yet over, and many [were] still living
in tyranny in the world” in those days.**

For many, the year 1967 was still haunted with memories of the 1966
riots. In a letter to “the owner of a ferry company” in April 1967, a Meth-
odist College student satirized the Star Ferry fare increase in 1966.%4
Scholars mostly subscribe to the view that the fare rise was the trigger
of the riots in 1966. During the insurrections, 7KP published a short
commentary sidestepping the root cause of the riots while suggesting
they were driven by more “complex” motives. The commentator said,
“A few people took advantage of the general discontent...to stir up un-
rest” and called on the society to “quickly return to peace.”® After the
June 1967 Riots, however, the students’ views on the 1966 riots revealed
a clear sense of resistance. For example, “Sizhu #:47” from the Bethel
High School reinforced the importance of “resistance” in his piece about
the Star Ferry fare increase. He urged students to “stand up to injustice”
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and warned against “forgetting one’s national identity or being blinded
by academic ambition.”*

Praising the Motherland and Condemning Colonization

Apart from the issue of social justice, YG was also actively involved in
some form of “enlightening project” which aimed at forging a national
identity. As observed by Law Wing-sang, a strong desire to “call Hong
Kong home” had emerged among the post-war baby boomers. At the
same time, this longing for identification was inevitably muddled by the
left-right political orientation.®”

As seen in YG, young students’ anger over social injustice often led
to a quest for social identity and yearning for a sense of belonging. In a
story about an imaginary space travel, “Xiaotong #f%” from the Angli-
can College told of a “price rise frenzy” which led to “an intense struggle
between the people and the authorities” on the “skyrocket land” and
“price-rise land.” In the end she posed a common question which stroke
a chord with many: “Where is my home?*® The article seemingly sig-
naled an emerging sense of localism. The truth is: typical localism en-
courages one to “call Hong Kong home”; therefore, it would have no
place in a left-leaning magazine like YG. The author was in fact encour-
aging readers to turn to their “socialist motherland” in the north and
“throw themselves into her arms!”

Since its inception, YG had avoided sensitive topics related to the Chi-
nese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang [ [%.#) and the Chinese Communist
Party, focusing instead on promoting Chinese culture from a historical
perspective.®” In the 1960s, primary and secondary schools only taught
selective elements of Chinese culture, while leaving any content related
to modern Chinese history out of the curricula. Some scholars coin this
“Dichotomous De-Sinicization.”® Former underground CCP member
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Leung Mo-han suggested that modern Chinese history was “the best en-
try point to inculcate patriotism in students in grey line schools.”! Since
1967, the focus of YG had shifted from cultural identity to socialist
China. For example, a student from Bishop Hall Jubilee School who vis-
ited Guangzhou for the first time expressed his feelings of “returning to
the embrace of his homeland.” Praising the powerful motherland, he ap-
pealed to his peers to take part in the advancement of the motherland.®?
In another article, a student (of Tsung Tsin Christian Academy) named
“Chinese” acclaimed the achievements of China’s Third Five-Year Plan
and the nuclear tests. He wrote, “Have you ever found contemporary
Chinese history confronting? Does it make your blood boil when you
read about the foreign aggression and the corrupt, incompetent Qing
Dynasty?” He expressed that all students should feel the same “grief”
invoked by modern Chinese history, and all should share the same pat-
riotic and nationalistic sentiments. He went on, “Hong Kong is cursed
by hypocrisy and iniquities, but I am convinced that a ‘beautiful China’
is on the horizon.” Closing with a metaphorical expression of the Red
Guards in the Cultural Revolution, he signaled his intention to “join the
demonstrations and stand in solidarity with the hot-blooded youth.”**

The Cultural Revolution had inspired many young students to be-
come revolutionary enthusiasts. Reflecting on the Boxer Rebellion at the
turn of the last century, a student at St. Paul’s Secondary School com-
mented that while Boxers’ style of patriotism was far from perfect, it did
demonstrate the fulfilment of nationalistic duties. In her eyes, partici-
pants in the Rebellion were far more respectable than the blind worship-
pers of westerners in her time. She also scoffed at her counterparts from
English-medium schools, whom she dismissed as unpatriotic and utterly
ignorant about their motherland.”

At the time, Chinese patriotism had been weaponized against colonial
rule. For instance, a fervent patriot named “Riverside Grass” from Bethel
High School was slapped in the face by his father for not applying him-
self to his study of English. Calling him a “foreign dog” (a pejorative for
someone who idolizes westerners), he felt a deep shame for his father
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who “had forsaken his family and his country” for selfish ends.”® Anec-
dotes like this reflected the indignation against the colonial govern-
ment’s “promotion of English and marginalization of Chinese lan-
guage,” which later sparked a social movement demanding adoption of
Chinese as an official language. Young students also expressed dissatis-
faction with the advancement of cultural imperialism by the colonial
government. “Red Frontier” from Methodist College described scenes
of people “bowing and showing self-abasing obedience to foreigners” in
Tsim Sha Tsui, a touristy area in Hong Kong. Enraged at the foreigners’
contempt for Chinese people in the city, he declared, “China has stood
up to hegemony! Now stop all these menacing gestures!”*®

As more students openly expressed their dissatisfaction with the co-
lonial government, the “anti-British and counter-violence” protest pro-
pelled by leftists grew even stronger, with many young students finding
themselves deeply embroiled in the 1967 Riots.

The “Anti-British and Counter-Violence” Struggle Campaign

Many would agree that the 1967 Riots began with a labor protest in May.
But the seeds of riots were sown much earlier. In late 1966, the radical
movement of the Cultural Revolution broke out in Macau, a Portuguese
colony neighboring Hong Kong. Cheung Ka-wai pointed out that since
November, leftists in Macau had been fully engaged in the struggle,
which culminated on December 3 when the famous “12-3 Incident” took
place. As the Portuguese-Macau government was unable to contain the
insurgency, Macau was like a “semi-liberated society” controlled largely
by the leftists.”” Meanwhile, the leftist “victory” in Macau had greatly
inspired the leftists in Hong Kong.”® In February 1967, YG published a
few students’ responses to the “12-3 Incident” in Macau. Authors from
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Pui Ching Night School hailed the “Macau compatriots™ as heroes who
fought against violence to protect the dignity of their motherland.”

In late May, scores of articles about the “anti-British and counter-
violence” struggle showed up in YG. A Methodist student (a loyal
contributor to the magazine) reported a conversation he overheard on a
bus in May, expressing support for “the workers’ struggle and their fight
for fair treatment.”'%’ In his other article in July, he condemned the riot
squad for shooting at the spectator crowd and injuring a woman.'®!

During the 1967 Riots, YG started a discussion series on “whether
secondary school students should discuss politics.” More than ten arti-
cles, including some from students in Christian schools, demanded an
end to the taboo.'”? As anticipated, once the fetters were unbolted, many
students were able to fully engage in the political struggle. “Song #4” of
Wah Yan College wrote, “At a time when our compatriots are facing
persecution, the unrighteous politicians continue to suppress our rage
with the ‘study-first’ excuse.” Warning against “betraying the country
and yielding to the colonial government,” he called on students to “stand
united and keep fighting for justice to the end!”!%

As more young students were participating in the riots, a group of
students at Maryknoll Fathers’ School defended their involvement in the
red storm. In an English article in YG, they wrote, “If we are going to lay
blame ...we must only point fingers at the social circumstances.”!%*
Addressing the problem of juvenile delinquency in Hong Kong, a
student from Kau Yan College asserted that “the present anti-
colonialism movement was all about eliminating the root of evil,”!% by
which he meant the “tyranny” of the colonial government.

Apart from the suppression of freedom, another issue frequently
brought up in the YG was police brutality. In an open letter to the maga-
zine, a student from St. Francis’ Canossian College condemned “the
bloody atrocities of the British Hong Kong government,” cautioning
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young people against “indoctrination” and “the rumors spread by the
government.”!% In a scathing attack to the police, “A Patriot” from the
same school referred to the police officers as “stooges who assailed their
compatriots for money.”!"’

In the last July 1967 issue of YG, a student of Wah Yan College
praised the protesters for fearlessly fighting for their “compatriots, na-
tional dignity, and noble ideals,” and for “defending the truth.” In the
“anti-violence” and ‘“counter-persecution” campaign, he asked his
friends to “stand on the side of justice and contribute to the struggle cam-
paign.”'%® In the same issue, a student of Heep Yunn School denounced
the world as an “unfair system perpetuating class oppression” in an arti-
cle entitled “Indictment.” She called for strong condemnation against the
diabolical, authoritarian regime.'%

As the 1967 the riots coincided with the HKCEE, YG published an
opinion piece which decried the education system for producing “sub-
missive followers.” The author urged the candidates to rip their exam
admission cards as a symbolic move to “crush the shackles of ‘slavish
education.””''® A Tsung Tsin College student even described the pro-
tests as “righteous” activism. Reflecting on his Chinese identity, he
asked, “How can I ignore what is happening?” He attacked the propa-
ganda of “stability, prosperity and anti-violence” and said he could not
put his country out of his mind “like a dead nerd with his head in the
sand.” In the end, he dismissed the exam as totally frivolous.'!!

Radical patriotism as seen in the above examples clearly indicates
YG’s diversion from its “grey line” and “neutrality.” After the police raid
of its premises on August 7, a student of the Kau Yan College endorsed
the magazine as “a healthy publication that provides us with useful
knowledge.” Commenting on the unjust suppression, the author encour-
aged young people to uphold justice and integrity by picking up the good
weapon—their pens—*to expose the vice and darkness of society.”!!?
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Following the indictment of YG’s editors in late November 1967, the
magazine saw scores of articles with extreme patriotic and militant by-
lines: “The Red Successors Battle Group Against British Persecution in
Hong Kong”; “Patriotic Students” and “A Group of Patriotic Students”
from mainstream schools. Additionally, there were groups from Chris-
tian schools such as the “The Golden Hooped Rod Fighting Team from
Ying Wa Girls’ School”; “Red Army Fighting Group from St. Paul’s Co-
Educational College”; “Anti-British Fighting Team from Pui Ching
Middle School”; “Anti-Persecution Fighting Committee from St. Paul’s
College™; “A group of Chung Chi Patriotic Students” and “Students’
Fighting Committee from Ling Ying College.”!"* It is important to note
that these groups did not appear all of a sudden. In fact, battle groups in
Christian schools had emerged since June before their appearance on VY,
the supplement of YG. According to some leftists in Hong Kong, the
formation of those fighting units heralded the peak of another wave of
struggle against the British colonial power.

Religion as a “Colonial Legacy”

Although in the history of the Chinese Communist Party, critique of re-
ligion and political struggle have always been inseparable, according to
Leung Mo-han, overt criticism of religious beliefs was rarely on the
agenda of the underground workers in the “grey schools.”''* With the
outbreak of the Cultural Revolution, however, religious issues became a
major target of attacks, as evident in the YG around the time of the 1967
Riots.

As early as December 1966, a student of Ying Wah College voiced
his dissatisfaction with the school religious assembly in a soliloquy pub-
lished in YG. While listening to his teacher’s prayer, he cried out in his
heart, “I will not pray! There is no God. Why should I bow down to
nothing?” He strongly believed the world belonged to the “working
class.” Therefore, no one should “attribute the creation of the world to a
non-existent god,” let alone “submitting to his rule.” Instead, he encour-
aged young people “to create a happy world with their own hands!”!!3
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A student of St. Paul’s Secondary School expressed her existential
doubts on her 16th birthday: “Am I only created for the exam
[HKCEE]?” Feeling life was a pointless cycle of routines, she yearned
for an answer to the meaning of life.!'® In another example, her school-
mate Chunhui was vexed by the many social problems. He questioned
“the Almighty Creator” for “not creating better human beings.”!'!’

In a letter to a Christian friend (Kit Cau), Xiangkong #1242, a student
from Heep Yunn School referred to God as “the invisible wall” between
them. She saw religion as no more than short-term pain relief, a tempo-
rary shield from reality. She went on, “When we wake up to the decadent
world, we can no longer remain silent. A revolutionary storm has un-
folded, one that will transform the corrupted society and usher us into a
new future.” She encouraged Kit Cau to “give up escapism” and “strive
for a better new world.”!!8

To further challenge religion, YG ran a systematic critique of “the-
ism.” In August, the magazine published an article of a Maryknoll Fa-
thers’ School student who identified himself as a non-Christian. Defend-
ing theism, he argued for “the certainty of God’s existence” from
different perspectives.!'” Although an article for theism seemed out of
place in a magazine like YG, it was clearly a planned trigger point for
counterargument. To put it simply, the article was designed to set off a
propaganda series against religions.'?

Two weeks later, three rebuttals were published in the same issue. A
student from St. Paul’s College questioned the existence of God, accus-
ing believers as people “cloaked in religion to exploit and deceive oth-
ers.”!2l A self-study student also contended that “faith in God” was no
more than a set of “tricks.”'?> Another student called “theism” a “super-
stitious and absurd” ideology.!?* In the September issue, a self-study
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student under the byline “Proletarian” suggested that theism was a form
of exploitation, a “spiritual sedative” administered by the authorities to
divert people from the class struggle.'** In addition, a student from Pooi
To Middle School in Macau, who claimed to be a “materialist,” ex-
pressed his determination to kill the “poisonous weeds” of theism and
idealism.'?

In October, another article defending theism by a Methodist College
student (signed as “An Apologist”) was published.!*® As anticipated, the
piece provoked further responses from atheists.!?” A “Proletarian” from
La Salle College contended that religion was a “deceptive platitude”
which had failed the scientific test of “truth”'?® in his article titled “Sci-
ence Refutes Theism.” In the November issue, a student cited a famous
Marxist quote “Religion is the opiate of the masses” in his rebuttal of an
article by “An Apologist.” He argued that if Christians should “love their
enemies,” he should not even have retaliated with his pen. He concluded
that religion is ““the toxic opiate’ used to deceive the working class.”!?

1133

The discourse against “theism” during the riots was widely used as an
ideological weapon by Marxists who identified religion as a major target
in their “struggle” for social transformation. Some students went further
to suggest that “theology is the rulers’ plot to ruin the people in Hong
Kong,” and many young students “are under the curse of their colonial
teaching which promotes subservience.”!3® A self-study student be-
lieved that “God” was merely “an instrument” and “spiritual poison” for
“deceiving, exploiting and oppressing the people.”'3! Narratives as such
show a shift of focus of criticism from the existence of God to the instru-
mental role of religion in enslaving and sedating the masses. This change
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in focus had put the Christian schools in the firing line. Obviously, the
CCP had long been an adept user of the “cultural aggression” rhetoric to
expose the “collusion between Christianity and colonialism.”

Despite the discourse against the Christian community and the heavy-
handed crackdown on the 1967 Riots, several major Christian organiza-
tions expressed support for the government’s position. These included
the Hong Kong Christian Council and key church leaders such as Bishop
Baker of the Anglican Church, Bishop Lorenzo Bianchi of the Catholic
Diocese of Hong Kong, and all the pastors of the Hong Kong Council of
the Church of Christ in China.'*? Not surprisingly, these Christian enti-
ties soon became the leftist targets of criticism. In June, an article was
published in 7KP, which described the Christian Council as a “national
scum.”'¥ Several letters were also published in early September, con-
demning the Church’s support of the government as “carrying out an evil
agenda in the name of religion.”!**

Responding to the comments of some pro-government church leaders,
a student reproached one of the church ministers, Rev. Lee, for the sins
he committed in the name of religion. Citing from his sermon which
preached “infinite mercy and forgivingness” and encouraged believers
to “stand firm as citizens and resolutely defend the peace of society,” the
student challenged Rev. Lee for his silence on “the brutal bashing, shoot-
ings and arrests of the compatriots.”!

Religion, particularly Christianity, was an important battlefront in the
leftist struggle during the 1967 Riots. Given its popularity among young
students, YG soon became a key player in the ideological war. Alarmed
at the increasing “politicization” and “radicalization” of the magazine,
police raided the office in August, seizing numerous records, including
readers’ information. Awakened to its influence on students in main-
stream schools, the authorities decided that a forceful measure was
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imperative. Three months after the raid, the publisher was indicted, and
the magazine was ordered to cease publication.!3

V. HONG KONG YOUTHS IN CONFLICT AND THE WAY OUT

On July 9, 1967, a graduation ceremony was held at the True Light Mid-
dle School of Hong Kong, during which the following “Prayer for Grad-
uands” was recited, partly in response to the 1967 Riots:

Dear Lord, in this generation of divided opinions, our students are like
lonely boats lost in the sea. Please be their compass, lead them on a
safe and smooth path until they reach their destination of tranquility.
Though they are like sheep that have gone astray, You alone are their
gracious shepherd. You make them lie down in green pastures and lead
them to the still waters where they can rest.

May your eternal light shine on our graduates, so that through Your
true light they may see the perils of society and be vigilant in their
walks. Lord, please shield them from all causes of distress, the temp-
tations of pride and vanity. May you drive out the darkness within them
with the light of truth. May they be filled with faith, virtue, wisdom,
temperance, patience and godliness, and through Your power may they
triumph in all things ...!*’

The descriptions of the students as “sheep that have gone astray” who
were “at a loss” in a “divided” and “perilous” society were clearly allu-
sions to the leftist students. How did the churches and church schools in
Hong Kong reflect on the youth problems revealed by the 1967 Riots?

Hong Kong Youths in Social Conflicts

Although by early 1968, Hong Kong had generally regained stability,
the young generation remained discontented with the social situation.
Education and youth problems had become some of the inescapable

136 “Jifeng baoyu zhong de Qingnian leyuan” HEZEWHH (FFELRE) [Youths’ Garden
in Storm), in Zhi - Qingchun: Jiazi huiwang Qingnian leyuan, 425.

137 “Wei biye tongxue xiandao” %33R &+ [Prayer for Graduands], Zhonghua jidu
jiaohui gonglitang zhoukan HEEREZ e /A% ET] [Bulletin of The Church of Christ
in China China Congregational Church], July 9, 1967.



Christian Schools, Left-wing Literature and the 1967 Riots 39

issues after the 1967 Riots.!*® An article by a form six student, entitled
“Causes of Teen Boredom, and How to Put Teens back on Track,” was
published in the True Light College’s School Bulletin in 1968. While the
article did not touch on the riots in the previous year, it pointed out that
young people were facing “oppression from society” in many ways.'*’

Some Christian school students were involved in the political turmoil.
Despite their small numbers, the fact that students from elite schools par-
ticipated in the riots was a major shock to those Christian schools. The
wave of mass migrations from Hong Kong after the 1967 Riots simply
indicated the conscious choice of some of the better-off families. Chris-
tian schools were no exception.!*’ After the riots, 69 students from Di-
ocesan Boys’ School moved to the United Kingdom and the United
States for further education.!*! St. Stephen’s Girls’ School also saw
some of its students leaving Hong Kong with their entire families after
the riots.'*? In 1968, the number of graduates from St. Paul’s Co-educa-
tional College who went overseas had also increased, with the vast ma-
jority going to the United States and Canada.'*® It simply reflected the
crisis of confidence after the riots.

A pressing issue for reflection among Hong Kong churches was why
young people were involved in the political struggle. The Anglican
Church, in a January 1968 report entitled “Re-Thinking Education in
Hong Kong,” pointed out “The fact that so many young people felt im-
pelled to join the protests and riots should be a matter of deep concern
of our youth work sector.” “The civic unrest was no doubt partly driven
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by idealism. Yet we need to look into other possibly legitimate reasons,
such as youth frustration and confusion.”!**

Reflecting deeply on the issue, Mr. Sidney James Lowcock, principal
of Diocesan Boys’ School, remarked:

Rather the very fact that a small group could create such chaos out of
a fearsome reservoir of hatred was a judgement passed on our entire
community. This was a judgment on our government, on our industrial
structure, on our churches and on our schools.

Lowcock argued that the upheaval was a disgrace to the whole church,
and it was time for self-scrutiny. He argued that the riots had exposed a
chasm between “the haves” or “those who live luxuriously,” and “the
have-nots”—many of the poor who participated in the riots were in fact
the losers in the existing education system.'#’

How, then, did the Hong Kong church respond to the youth issues
presented by the riots?

Identity of Hong Kong Youth

As early as the beginning of the riots, the Catholic newspaper Kung Kao
Po wrote: “The fact that young people were at the forefront in the riots
should prompt us to ask ourselves if we have given youth problems our
due attention.”!*® L. Stumpf and Carl Nielsen, director and deputy di-
rector of the Lutheran World Federation, Department of World Services,
also pointed out that the two riots revealed the discontent of the youth.
They both challenged the community to respond to the visions and ex-
pectations of young people. “That ‘the future belongs to the youth’ is no
more than a platitude if we fail to equip our young generation by provid-
ing them with opportunities in education, employment and recreation,”
added Stump and Nielsen, who believed “commitment to active citizen-
ship” was the key to Hong Kong’s youth problem. !4’
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In November 1967, the 28th Anglican Council of the Diocese of Hong
Kong and Macau was convened amidst political and social tumults. At
the meeting, the Diocesan Youth Affairs Commission suggested that
youth services should be expanded to address the needs of the wider
community.!*® In view of the situation in Hong Kong, therefore, the Di-
ocese suggested that nurturing a sense of community or “belongingness”
among young people should be the focus of its Youth Work Plan in
1968.14

Rev. Alan Chan, then Chairman of the Diocesan Youth Affairs Com-
mission, wrote a special article on the Echo to address the identity prob-
lems faced by the youth after the riots. He observed an attitude change
among people in Hong Kong since the post war period: Many who
treated Hong Kong as a “temporary abode” had now called the city their
“second homeland.” No longer were they sojourners, but citizens in the
territory. This sense of belonging had nurtured a desire to help build a
better Hong Kong. Such aspiration, however, was hampered by nation-
alism and the “lack of opportunity to participate in the administration of
Hong Kong.”

Chan explained that on the one hand, “Chinese” in Hong Kong, influ-
enced by nationalism, would inevitably question their own participation
in building up the “British colony.” In other words, serving the British
government could mean betraying one’s own motherland. On the other
hand, it was clear that Hong Kong people did not have real political
power in the betterment of the city. This may explain the general indif-
ference towards some young people’s social concern during the riot
sparked by the fare increase of Star Ferry in 1966. Such apathy had trau-
matized many youths who then saw their once loved city as no more than
“a nominal hometown,” a place that “no longer can reignite their spirit
of allegiance.” Summing up their grief, Chan wrote:

They belong nowhere—neither to China nor to Hong Kong. They are
lost without an anchor. Those who have the will and opportunity would
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soon slip away, whereas those without any options can only muddle
through....1%°

Importantly, the kind of nationalism Chan observed among the “left-
ists” in Hong Kong was characterized by “xenophobia.”'>! In the “free”
land of Hong Kong, the young generation were able to soberly assess the
benefits and drawbacks of nationalism. They had come to realize that a
country was neither the ultimate authority nor the source of “absolute
truth.”!5? In fact, the 1967 Riots had made many aware of the evils of
extreme nationalism. In short, the youths who deeply felt that Hong
Kong was their homeland were facing a dilemma: They could not iden-
tify with Communist China, but neither could they envisage participating
in developing British colonial Hong Kong. Drawing a parallel from the
life of Jesus, Chan pointed out that as a Jew, Jesus was “faithful to his
own people” while “understanding that the truth is more important than
his fellow countrymen.” He hoped the church and society would give
young people “the opportunity to serve” so they could participate in
building Hong Kong with a sense of purpose.'>

Philip Shen, a lecturer at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, gave
a speech on “Loss, Return and Expansion: Students’ Social Concern” at
the Friday assembly of Chung Chi College on April 25, 1968. In his
speech, he said the social crisis brought by the riots had forced everyone
to reflect on “how to be a Chinese in Hong Kong.” He sensed after the
riots, many had the following heartfelt convictions: (1) few could
“leave” the city; (2) Hong Kong was their home; (3) all Hong Kong cit-
izens were obliged to ensure an orderly society, and (4) social problems
could not be tackled merely by the government or external stakeholders.
Shen suggested that the riots had awakened many to a deeper under-
standing of an “orderly civic society.” This “consciously affirmed mean-
ing of life in Hong Kong” had brought forth a sense of “belonging” that
came with a demand for an identity as “Chinese in Hong Kong.” Unlike
the last generation of refugees and immigrants, young people who were
born and raised in Hong Kong felt a strong sense of belonging. This cre-
ated a “new frontier” for “exploration” for the young generation. To
these youths, Hong Kong did not come under mainland China or Taiwan.
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Instead, it had its “unique way of life, social system and cultural herit-
age.” Shen asserted that Hong Kong people “could rebuild, create, and
live the Chinese way of life in Hong Kong today, while inheriting and
passing on the values of Chinese culture.” He encouraged young people
to start creating the homegrown sense of “Hong Kong conscious” by
leveraging the uniqueness of Hong Kong and cease to be “the lost gen-
eration” by finding their mission and place in the society.'>*

Both Alan Chan and Philip Shen keenly observed the emergence of
local consciousness among the young generation after the riots. It was a
new consciousness linked to the Chinese identity (but not Communist
Chinese) and yet rooted locally in the Hong Kong society, presenting a
complex relationship among the colonial, national and local identities.'>®
Some scholars suggest that although the riots revealed the shortcomings
of colonial governance, strong anti-communist sentiment had somewhat
steered the development of anti-colonial consciousness towards improv-
ing the colonial system. At the same time, the Hong Kong government
also made great efforts in crafting a “Hong Kong identity” in order to
strengthen young people’s sense of belonging.!*® Matthew Turner, for
instance, uses the terms like “citizenship,” “community,” and “belong-
ing” to illustrate the shaping of Hong Kong identity.'>’ Elizabeth Sinn
also observes that the use of “Hong Kong people” became increasingly
common after the riots, replacing “people living in Hong Kong.”'*® So-
cio-political factors in post-1967 Hong Kong had indeed shaped the

154 Philip Shen (Shen Xuanren ¥%%1=), “Shiluo, huigui ji kaituo: Xuesheng de shehui
yishi” k¥ - bl &b #H—2 4004 2% [Loss, Return and Expansion: Students’
Social Concern], Xianggang zhongwen daxue chongji xuesheng shuang zhoubao s
R AL R [Chung Chi Student Press] 118 (May 10, 1968): 4.
Wong Shuk-han ###, “Liuliu tianxing, liuqi baodong yu Xianggang wenxue” 7~
ARE - ALBEBHEFE L [The 1966 Star Ferry Riots, the 1967 Riots, and Hong
Kong Literature], in Xianggang - 1960 niandai, 277-82.
Law Wing-sang #Esk‘E, “‘Zhengqu Zhongwen chengwei fading yuwen yundong’ yu
“fanzhi’ de qiyi” [P SO %€ 38 SORE) | BLTRAH | iEEE [“Campaign for Chinese
to Be an Official Language” and the Ambiguity of “Anti-Colonial Movement”], in
Sixiang Xianggang 8 %&# [Thinking Hong Kong] (Hong Kong: Oxford University
Press, 2020), 55-56; also Gary Ka-wai Cheung (Zhang Jiawei 3k%f#), “Xianggang
zhanhou zhengzhi de fenshuiling?” & EIAR/ /K4 ? [The Watershed in Post-
war Politics of Hong Kong?], Ming Pao Monthly (May 2017): 50. Hui Sung-tak (Xu
Chongde #5:7#), ““Liuqi baodong’ yu ‘Xianggang ren’ shenfen yishi de mengsheng”
[ 2 B ABA B HEHKGBE [“1967 Riots” and the Emergence of the Identity
of “Hongkonger”], Twenty-first Century 169 (October 2018): 77-94.
Matthew Turner, “Hong Kong 60’s/90’s: Dissolving the People,” in Hong Kong Six-
ties: Designing Identity, ed. Matthew Turner and Irene Ngan (Hong Kong: Hong Kong
Arts Centre, 1995), 15.
Elizabeth Sinn (Xian Yuyi #tE#), “Liushi niandai: Lishi gailan” 754 t——/F 4%
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identity of young people and unfolded a new chapter of history in the
1970s. Law Wing-sang also defines “the thought of the local generation”
after the 1960s as “thinking of Hong Kong as a ‘place’ where they were
born and raised, and emphasizing local lifestyle, local identity, and the
sense of belonging to the community.”'® Evidently, Christianity in
Hong Kong had played a role in the formation of this local discourse.

VI. CONCLUSION

As early as the 1920s and 1940s, Christian schools in mainland China
had become the focus of the CCP’s underground work.'®® Given the im-
portant role that Christian schools play in Hong Kong’s education sector,
it is inevitable that these schools became one of the targets of infiltration
in general and particularly important battlefronts in the leftists struggle
during the 1967 Riots. Evidently, Christian school students who played
a part in the 1967 Riots were mostly leftist ideologues influenced by the
Cultural Revolution. Behind the scenes, however, well-coordinated un-
derground CCP activities in the local “grey schools” were equally im-
portant. As observed by Law Wing-sang, the youth work of Hong Kong
leftists was to engage young people from mainstream elite schools on a
“low-profile united front.”!®" Fomented by the Cultural Revolution in
the mainland, left-wing activists in Hong Kong launched a series of
“anti-British and “counter-violence” protests. As the mass struggle un-
folded, the “grey” forces hidden underground slowly revealed their true
colors.

The words and deeds of the Christian school students as seen in the
YG were influenced by the macro social environment. At the same time,
they were also marked by a distinctly radical left-wing character. In a
study of Hong Kong left-wing fiction from the 1950s to the 1960s,
Cheung Wing-mui points out that left-wing authors saw Hong Kong as

159 Law Wing-sang ZEsk’E, “[Wan]zhimin chengshi zhengzhi xiangxiang” (i) 7 R i
B4 [Political Imaginaries of a (Late-)colonial City], in Zhimin wujiandao ¥
ffj s [Re-theologizing Colonial Power] (Hong Kong: Oxford University Press,
2007), 59-60.

160 Patricia Stranahan, Underground: The Shanghai Communist Party and the Politics of
Survival, 1927-1937 (New York: Rowman & Littlefield Pub. Co., 1998).

16 Law Wing-sang #7k’:, “Huohong niandai yu Xianggang jijin zhuyi de liubian” k4L
R EA W BOE 384 [The “Red Era” and the Changing Radicalisms of Hong
Kong], in Sixiang Xianggang, 101.
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an utterly dark capitalist society. Their stories exposed the various prob-
lems of Hong Kong under colonial rule, including poverty and unem-
ployment. From the perspective of class conflict, these left-wing authors
criticized the education system of the British Hong Kong government.
Meanwhile, they displayed identification with the New China (xin
zhongyuan #+J5).1*? Similarly, bolstered by the Cultural Revolution,
YG abandoned its original “grey” line and became further politicized and
radicalized. For this reason, Christian school students before and after
the 1967 Riots also showed an anti-colonial and pro-socialist tendency
in their criticism of society.

For many young students at the time, YG was a platform for exploring
their paths. The following poem by a student at Bishop Hall Jubilee
School, for instance, reflected upon the ambivalence experienced by a
group of young people who grew up in the colony:

In the mist.

I hear the voice of the young people.
“Which path shall I take? What shall I do?”
The voice is so confused.

It is so lost and depressed.

Cheer up, young ones!

It is you who can save yourselves!

Fight hard!

The light is right in front of you.

As soon as the sun rises, the mist will clear!

In the mist,

I hear the voice of the oppressed:
Shouting! Struggling!

Resisting! Fighting!

Stand up and fight for the future!
By Sunflower, “Mist”!?

Using “mist” as a metaphor for the lost generation of young people,
the author told of their search for identity and reflection on the social
context. The ideological shift of these non-leftist students, who were nur-
tured in mainstream education system, reflected their dissatisfaction

162 Cheung Wing-mui (Zhang Yongmei 3£#k#%), Bianyuan yu zhongxin: Lun Xianggang
zuoyi xiaoshuo zhong de “Xianggang” (1950-1967) B4 8 b b——f & ils AT/t b
i [Fus]  (1950-1967) [Margins and Centers: The Construction of “Hong Kong” in
Hong Kong Left-wing Fiction, 1950-1967] (Hong Kong: Cosmos Book Ltd., 2003),
155-72.

163 SQunflower (Xiangyangcao [F5%), “Wu” % [Mist], YG 575 (April 14, 1967): 13.
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with the status quo of the society at the time. More importantly, their
change was attributed directly to the leftist “enlightenment” and “re-ed-
ucation” through the “grey-line” underground work in Hong Kong. In
this regard, YG was essentially an “intermediary” for leftist infiltration
into church schools.

During the 1967 Riots, YG closely monitored the political situation
and actively backed the “anti-British and counter-violence” struggle. In
fact, the British Hong Kong government were wary of the leftist propa-
ganda during the riots, especially the leftist newspapers such as TKP,
WWP, and the New Evening Post (Xin Wan Bao #%ii%).!** A confiden-
tial internal report by the Hong Kong government in 1968 specifically
highlighted the various Communist propaganda channels.!®> Although
YG was not mentioned in the report, the government was aware of YG'’s
role in the riots, especially its influence on mainstream schools. The
search of the office premises on August 7, two days before the arrests of
several newspaper directors (Hong Kong Evening News [Xianggang
Yebao 1], Tin Fung Yat Pao [Tianfeng Ribao W' H#:] and Af-
ternoon News [Xin Wubao #1°7-#k]), proved the point. The details in the
clippings about the proscription of YG in the archives of the Government
Records Service also indicated the government’s caution against the
magazine. '® Finally, on August 17, the authority ordered the three
newspapers to cease publication. However, it was not until mid-Novem-
ber that YG was formally charged with incitement. Until its suspension
on November 24, the magazine continued to play a role in advocating
the struggle among young people.

Before and after the 1967 Riots, YG underwent a tactical shift in its
leftist underground work—from “grey” to “red.” Importantly, the
magazine showed how a group of Christian school students evolved
ideologically during the political upheaval in the 1960s and eventually
embarked on an unprecedented path of political struggle.
Unquestionably, the 1967 Riots were an extension of the Cultural
Revolution in Hong Kong.'®” Behind the curtain of “anti-British and

164 FCO 40/113-115, Communist Press: Action Against. The Chinese University of
Hong Kong Digital Repository: Open Public Record of the National Archives of
United Kingdom.

Hong Kong Disturbances 1967 (Hong Kong: The Government Printer, 1968), ch. 12.
FCO 40/154, Disturbances 1967/68. The Chinese University of Hong Kong Digital
Repository: Open Public Record of the National Archives of United Kingdom.

166 HK PRO, HKRS70-1-313B, Riots, 1967-Communist Newspaper Prosecution.

167 In a file on the 1967 Riots, the British Foreign Office made it clear that the riots in
Hong Kong were spurred by the Cultural Revolution and that the Communist Party in
Hong Kong was attempting to create a revolutionary crisis through various acts of
violence. FCO Research Department, “Study on Peaceful Settlement of Disputes.
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counter-violence,” however, some young people in Hong Kong had been
contemplating on the social, national, and religious issues during the
turbulent times. As the riots subsided, a locally rooted Hong Kong
identity gradually emerged—amid local, colonial, and national tensions.

Friction in Hong Kong-1967,” August 14, 1970, The National Archives (TNA), FCO
40/263, Disturbances in Hong Kong 1967/68.
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Abstract

This article articulates the historical records regarding the Swedish
China Mission of the Alliance more than one hundred years ago. In
1893, sixty-odd Swedish young Christians accepted God’s calling and
were sent by the International Missionary Alliance to the border of
Shansi and Mongolia for mission. From 1893 to 1900, their works
included reaching out to people who had never heard of the Gospel,
evangelism and setting up almost twenty mission stations. Meanwhile,
they experienced the first Sino-Japanese War, Hundred Days’ Reform
and Boxer Rebellion. By referring to the US archive of the Christian
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Missionary Alliance, this article uncovers and consolidates materials
about the establishment of the Swedish China Mission of the Alliance,
its arrival in China, mission strategy and how missionaries escaped and
were martyred during Boxer Rebellion. Its story rightfully reflects the
opportunities and challenges faced by evangelists in China in the big
eras.

Keywords: Swedish missionaries in Shansi, Swedish China Mission,
The Christian and Missionary Alliance, Boxer Rebellion
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Christian Scholars in the “Grand Epoch™:
A Case Study of Cai Yongchun and His Time
at the School of Religion, Yenching University
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CHIN KEN-PA
BE5

Abstract

The relationship between Cai Yongchun and his teacher T. C. Chao
(Zhao Zichen) is often viewed as the most significant factor that
brought forth the transformation of the School of Religion at Yench-
ing University. However, this article intends to argue that both the
changes in interpersonal relationships and the progress of academic

CHIN Ken-pa (ZENG Qingbao ™ E#%Y) is professor at the Department of Philosophy, Fu
Jen Catholic University.

The first draft of this paper was presented at the 12th International Symposium on the
History of Christianity in Modern China: Chinese Christianities in Big Eras, jointly
organized by the Society for the Study of History of Christianity in China, the Centre for
Sino-Christian Studies of the Hong Kong Baptist University, the Christianity and Chinese
Culture Research Centre of the Alliance Bible Seminary, and the Christian Study Centre
on Chinese Religion and Culture in August 2021, Hong Kong.



88 Chin Ken-pa

concerns were brought forth by the “zeitgeist of the grand epoch” in-
stead during the establishment of the People’s Republic of China.
This study intends to highlight the stated proposition from an “indi-
vidualistic” perspective of the “grand epoch.” Both the change in the
relationship between Christian scholar Cai Yongchun and his teacher
T. C. Chao and Cai’s academic shift from the fields of anthropology
and Chinese philosophy to the studies of “Christianity and Marx-
Leninism” well illustrate the point.

Keywords: T. C. Chao, Marx-Leninism, communism, Jesus Family,
revolution
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“The Rhenish General of Chariots and Horsemen”:

Pastor Wong Him-yue and His German Origin
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Abstract

In the nineteenth century, missionaries from the Rhenish Missionary
Society of Germany came to China and preached to the Chinese,
especially Cantonese-speaking natives. German missionaries were
assisted by local co-workers and committed to training Chinese leaders.
Focusing on Pastor Wong Him-yue, the second heir of Wong Yuen-
sum, this paper examines his German origin and the teachings he
successfully learned from German missionaries, showing his
cooperation with German co-workers and his contribution to them.

WU Kin-pan (HU Jianbin #f#%X) is a PhD graduate of the University of Bonn and part-time
lecturer at the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Hong Kong.
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IR 1882 4E T BEAREE » 18 5 vh Bl A9 18 B G 400 > W MT N B r B e &
HEAMAFER » BT ML 2 AR o L FLAIR 1889 FIR T % @ AL e F AR
Fii o 2 Talftne ~ 2l - (CERERMZ 5507 > C(BIER) B 17 F56 27
M (1920 £ 7 A 14 H) > 2018 4F 11 H 2 H#I®E > https://zh.m.wikisource.org/zh-
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%8B%E6%87%BF%E8%A1%8C 5 WA EFT B £ME (E3kin) : (GEHHITT
ey > CEBIAER) 45 8 4F 362 % (1875 A 11 A 27 H) :325a-328b° B%
Wilhelm Kempgen, Maniiskript Kempgen: Immanuel Gendhr [Viter (sic) der
Rheinischen Mission), 1964 A/W 83 Nr. 1.438 ; XEREEMW © (P IERE Pl B & 7F 4
EHE(1847-1947)) > 184 o



114 Wu Kin-pan

BOiish HACE O - Tkl s - BN EE ] - 7 Eang
R ss (R B2 TA -8

B R NG O R {7 N VA 1 AL R 10 =
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b B 55 SCHE TR o BEFA B 4T (Rev. Immanuel Genihr, 1856-1929)7E
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il > BEMATR > EHER (BERR) - (CLHEFE)

TEJGE - EEBEERD) > CHEIEMEHD 1.9 (1908 £ 4 H 15 H)  IEEE
BB« ChEERE B B R R (1847-1947)) 5 51

8 Wilhelm Dietrich, Ziige aus der Missionsarbeit in China, Rhenische Missions-Traktate
47 (Barmen: Verlag des Missionshauses, 1895), 15.

0 fE2 M A(Rev. Dr. Ernst Faber, 1839-1899) 4 & & & sk #E [ £ > 1865 4EFIFHF
W o MEEDAE R B > oS RLAEAE e BT REM AV SR > AL ARIN AOAE S AR
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UG AR A > fE 2 TR BUH A A (7] kG AS B & > W 1885 FBUHA =
o WHTE L USCF I TR —AFWEY > A 830 BCEE - H
OCAHBEEE) M BRI Mo ¥ AR E AT > WOB A W Ao 1R i e A
& ° 2 Wu Kin-pan, “Short Biography of Ernst Faber,” Deutsche Ostasien Mission, ac-
cessed May 27, 2022, https://doam.org/ueber-uns/aepm/aepm-missionare-u-a/3687-
ernst-faber-kurze-biografie; Wu Kin-pan, “The Early Accommodation of German Sacra-
mental Theology in China: with Reference to Confession, Translation and Commentary
through the Rhenish Missionaries,” Ching Feng 19.1-2 (2020): 71-96; Wu Kin-pan, Thy
Kingdom Come: Rev. Dr. Ernst Faber's (Hua Zhi’an, 1839-1899) Intercultural-mission-
ary Vision of Chinese Spirituality, Edition Cathay 79 (Bochum/Freiburg: Projekt Verlag,
2022).

0 2&HE  (CEHRMD W CRBRE AW E—FEE L E R e T R
BERFHN(1915-2015)) - ZFE&imin (Fis © AL EEBE > 2014) > 135-36 °

OENAE (R CBEEED o CEBIAHR) 5B 10 £ 455 % (187749 A 15
H) :325a-328b°

OEREE (ERk) o CGERPEEMD o (EEAWR) W8 F 373 & (1876 4F 2
H5H) :320a-be

B (Es) o CRIEZZMETRBF) o (ERAHR) HoF421E (1877
F1H6H) :320a-b-
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M 2R U [ A Ry k) | - 18

1869 4F > F aift f Bl 4 B gy 5F — (i SR A BRR B = 0] &
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4 Immanuel Genihr, Pastor Wong. Ein Lebensbild aus der China-Mission (Barmen: Verlag
des Missionshauses, 1909), 32.

SO 2EEME  (CERBE RS ) o WS 0 (CRERBRE R G EFEERE
(1847-1947)) > 132 s 2L« (ERfHlife) > 25 -

o 2R (CEREWD) > 1340 1365 TREE  (ERAFRGEBREMELEHER
FHY > 140

7O gEL o CERRWBCATED > 23 -

18 SEETEH R SCMESC > R[E e Dietrich, Ziige aus der Missionsarbeit in China, 15.
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BRI > TEAR 46 3 37 R BT R R o R 2 B SO T v T A7 R 2 B
H o BHBEWN © PR HAGE G EMECE (1847-1947)) > 12-13 5 R E
HUNE T LT > 52 Ernst Faber, “Bericht aus Fumun,” BRMG (1870): 236; Genihr,
Pastor Wong, 22. &% > EERNEARERD > B RBARE G HEE R #H AR
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RI1(1915-2015)) - ZF&EMEm (G« #AEBEEHE > 2014) - 136 AHE

ﬁﬁﬂ’dtﬁ%*ﬂﬁ%ﬁ > % Lili Wang, “Wang Jimin (£ %) and History of Chinese

Medicine ( (BB L) ) ,” Chinese Medicine and Culture 2, no. 1 (2019): 26-28.

#ELH  (METE H{%—Eﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ.ﬂ) M EEREW - CPEEBBSEE
TEHEE SR (1847-1947)) > 120 ©

3 A o (CERRANMCAT RS> > 131-32 5 Genihr, Pastor Wong, 30.

2 Genihr, Pastor Wong, 30-31.
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SRR > RGIREL ] 3 ERIRTER AT NS 2 RGE - [R5
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%" Dietrich, Ziige aus der Missionsarbeit in China, 14-15.
28 Genihr, Pastor Wong, 8.
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¥ R A FSCES - FF - Wong Anang, “Lebenslauf des eingeborenen Wong-Anang
(January 29, 1884),” BRMG (1884): 174-75; Genéhr, Pastor Wong, 11.

MOE e - AL o GEAEWN Z 85T -
3 Immanuel Genihr, “The Life-story of Pastor Wong Yuk-Cho,” Chinese Recorder (1904):
397.
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o FEE L H B > N[F] o Ernst Faber, “Bericht aus Fumun,” Berichte der Rhenischen
Missions-Gesellschaft [BRMG] (1870): 236.

37 2 Albert Wu, “Ernst Faber and the Consequences of Failure,” Central European History
(2014): 11-13.

3% Ibid, 12-13.

¥ REZE s (JRAIHERER o WEZE  UEWEHEE) 2 5 B (EMN  HEA
R > KT (1874-1875) ) > la-lb e

4 Wu, Thy Kingdom Come, 258ff.
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ber’s Criticism of the Jesuit Missionaries in China,” in minima sinica: Zeitschrift zum
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HERL > FERE TR B A AR T 25 SRS SR > & £y “Faber-Akten [zus. gestellt von Insp.
Kriele, zum Konflikt zwischen den China-Missionaren Faber, Dilthey, Blankenagel u.
Eichler u. der RMG/Insp. Fabri] - Protokollausziige, Korrespondenz, Rundschreiben,
Resolutionen,” Nr. 3.087, Archive of United Evangelical Mission, Wuppertal-Barmen.
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“OEETRE A FOCMESC > FIF o Wong Anang, “Lebenslauf des eingeborenen Wong-Anang
(January 29, 1884),” BRMG (1884): 176.

45 EFE AR SCHESC o Genihr, Pastor Wong, 31.
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32 Dietrich, “von der neuen Station Tungkun (China),” 19.
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Tribute to Jean-Paul Wiest

ANTHONY E. CLARK

It is my great honor to offer a few remarks in tribute of Dr. Jean-Paul
Wiest who is among the great founders of the field of China Christian-
ity studies. Dr. Wiest is not only a remarkable scholar who has pub-
lished and spoken widely on the history of Catholicism in China, but
also a husband, a father, and a cherished friend to people across the
globe. No one is surprised that this tribute is being given to Jean-Paul;
it would be remarkable if someone interested in the past and present
situation of Christianity in China has not read one or many of
Jean-Paul’s distinguished publications. As they say, gongcheng mingjiu
T4 8—“His success has made him famous!” I should begin by ac-
knowledging that Jean-Paul has been an instrumental voice of advice
and support as I have conducted my own research over the decades. |
am conscious of an assertion by the great Scottish poet William
Drummond (1585-1649), who wrote that, “Iron sharpens iron, a schol-
ar sharpens another scholar.” Dr. Wiest’s exhaustive knowledge of
Christian history in China and his long experience within the Great
Wall have meant that countless scholars in China, Europe, and the US
have sought his guidance. Shelves of published works by Chinese and

Anthony E. CLARK is professor at the Faculty of History, Whitworth University.

The first draft of this tribute was presented at the 12th International Symposium on the
History of Christianity in Modern China: Chinese Christianities in Big Eras, jointly
organized by the Society for the Study of History of Christianity in China, the Centre
for Sino-Christian Studies of the Hong Kong Baptist University, the Christianity and
Chinese Culture Research Centre of the Alliance Bible Seminary, and the Christian
Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture on August 20, 2021, Hong Kong.
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non-Chinese scholars have been sharpened by Jean-Paul’s influence
and mentorship.

Before offering a few remarks about Dr. Wiest’s scholarship, I
would like to briefly set the context of his long life of service to both
the academic community and the Christian community in China.
Jean-Paul was born on October 23, 1941, in Toulon, France, during the
terrifying years of Nazi occupation in much of his native country. This
was a difficult time for France, and Jean-Paul was raised in a family
that spoke both French and German. He earned his bachelor’s degree in
philosophy at L’Université d’Aix-Marseille in Provence, where Paul
Cézanne (1839-1906), the French painter, studied law. He then studied
theology at Louvain, and finally earned a master and PhD in Chinese
history at the University of Washington. His dissertation on the Catho-
lic mission at Guangdong from 1848 to 1885 was signed in 1977 by the
respected professor, Robert A. Kapp, though his training there was
largely under Winston Hsieh. Knowing that Jean-Paul has degrees in
philosophy, theology, and Chinese history, I asked him in a 2020 inter-
view what brought him to his lifelong commitment to the study of
Christianity in China. His answer was brief and not unexpected to an-
yone who knows Dr. Wiest—the great Belgian China missionary, Pére
Vincent Lebbe (1877-1940). While he humbly refuses to compare
himself to Pére Lebbe, Jean-Paul is regularly described as a follower
and emulator of Lebbe’s love for China, Lebbe’s love for the Chinese
language, and Lebbe’s consummate desire to promote an indigenous
Church, one that is a culturally and theologically localized expression
of the Christian faith. In fact, few scholars might know that when he
was a child growing up in France, Jean-Paul appeared in a play by the
French playwright, novelist, and poet, Henri Ghéon (1875-1944). The
play is entitled Les Trois Sagesses du vieux Wang, or “The Three Wis-
doms of Old Wang,” and the story is about a moment in Pére Lebbe’s
life when a Boxer who had massacred a family during the Boxer Up-
rising returned to the village where he had committed this atrocity. The
Boxer was sorry for what he had done and asked Lebbe to help him
apologize to Old Wang, whose family he had killed. Lebbe helped Old
Wang to forgive the Boxer, who eventually converted to Christianity.
Jean-Paul, who acted in this play, was deeply moved by Lebbe’s love
for souls and for China. It is this respectful and authentic dialogue be-
tween China and the West that defines Dr. Wiest’s astonishing life of
research and publication on this topic.

While Jean-Paul has worked at and been involved with many
institutions, he is most known for his tenure at two centers of
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Sino-Christian research and exchange—the Maryknoll archive in New
York and The Beijing Center in China. His involvement with
Maryknoll lasted almost two decades and his service as research
director at the esteemed Beijing Center lasted around a decade. Dr.
Wiest’s workshops on oral history have resulted in the preservation of
significant information about the diurnal lives and experiences of
Chinese Christians, and 1 am aware of highly-regarded publications
that have benefitted from Jean-Paul’s workshops.

Scholars throughout the West and East Asia acclaim his long list of
influential publications, what may be called “le grand ouevre de
Jean-Paul Wiest.” Several of his books have become essential works
used by scholars of Sino-Christian history, books that are quoted and
cited regularly. Perhaps his best-known work is his 1988 study of the
Maryknoll enterprise, simply entitled, Maryknoll in China: A History,
1918-1955. In characteristic fashion, he dedicates this large work, “to
the Catholic Church in China.” After Kenneth Scott Latourette’s 1929
pioneering book, A4 History of Christian Missions in China, Wiest’s
study of the Maryknolls elevated the study of China’s Christian history
to a new level of rigor and influence. His chapter, “Indigenization of
Clergy and Sisterhoods” foreshadowed what has become a welcome
turn toward more studies of local Christians and the impacts that
women have had upon religious and social advancement in China. In
1993, Jean-Paul and Edmond Tang co-published the important volume,
The Catholic Church in Modern China: Perspectives, which directed
the field toward better analyzing the situation of Christianity in China
in the modern era. Among the questions this volume explores are the
nuances of China’s so-called “aboveground” and “underground” com-
munities, and in the end, the essays in this book demonstrate the dura-
bility of Christianity there in the post-1949 era. Another notable work
is Dr. Wiest and Tomas Bamat’s 1999 volume, Popular Catholicism in
a World Church: Seven Case Studies in Inculturation. The title’s em-
phasis on “inculturation” reveals the important theme covered in the
various chapters, an area that Wiest and Bamat effectively advanced to
more nuanced levels of analysis.

In addition to his other works, such as his 2002 book, Ma Xiangbo:
Zhongguo jiaoyu gaige de xianqu {FEARA : TEBE BN SEE) [Ma
Xiangbo: Pioneer of Educational Reform in China], perhaps one of his
most useful works for those interested in the history of Christianity in
Beijing is his 2007 study of the famous Catholic cemetery, Lishi yi-
zong: Zhengfusi Tianzhujiao mudi (FEHEEE - FAEF R E8EM)
[Historical Traces: Zhengfusi Catholic Cemetery], co-edited with Ming
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Xiaoyan. This meticulously researched work includes a historical de-
scription of the cemetery, precise illustrations of the cemetery’s layout
with the placement of the graves, along with photographs and rubbings
of the tombstones. This work is a model of research that remains to be
done on the many Christian cemeteries that have not yet been studied.
This book in particular was useful to me as I prepared a recent work on
the Vincentian mission in Beijing, China Gothic: The Bishop of Beijing
and His Cathedral, published in 2020—many Vincentians were buried
in this critical Christian cemetery. In addition to his many books,
Jean-Paul has published numerous articles, such as a 1991 article on
the Jesuit mission in Hebei during the Boxer Uprising, a 1995 article
on Catholicism under China’s post-1949 government, a 2003 article on
the reconciliation between Catholics in China, a 2012 article on Matteo
Ricci as a pioneer of Sino-Western cultural exchange, and a 2015 arti-
cle on Catholic views of British and American Protestant missions.
Among his book chapters, one stands out as especially cited and in-
strumental, his 1994 essay, “The Contemporary Relevance of Mission
History,” in which he adeptly classifies missionary histories into the
categories of “official,” “inspirational,” “secular,” and a final type
known as “missionary chronicles.” Of course, this list is partial—the
entire catalogue of Dr. Wiest’s books, articles, and book reviews is too
lengthy to enumerate here.

In my final remarks I would like to acknowledge another aspect of
Jean-Paul Wiest’s profound impact on the field of China Christianity
studies. Perhaps his most lasting legacy will be the lives he has
changed while meeting scholars in person at conferences around the
globe, and even at his home. While at The Beijing Center, for example,
Jean-Paul met with countless scholars and students seeking his advice
on their own research. I was one of those scholars in 2010, when I went
into his Beijing office and discussed my work on the Vincentians and
Jesuits during the late Qing dynasty. And in preparation for the book I
am presently working on Dr. Wiest invited me to his home where he
shared with me his extensive collection of research materials. In my
published works and those of a multitude of others, Jean-Paul’s name
appears in the acknowledgments as an essential scholarly voice. His
commitment to collaboration with other researchers not only appears in
the number of volumes he has co-edited, but also in the number of
books and articles that have relied on his advice and assistance.

I will conclude with a tribute to Jean-Paul Wiest that is closer to
home, and that is his life at home. Jean-Paul is not merely an esteemed
scholar, he is also a husband, father, and grandfather. Everyone who
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knows him knows his contagious smile, but his smile never shines
brighter than when he is with his family, and that is perhaps what
makes him so revered by those of us who struggle to balance our aca-
demic and personal lives. I will finish this tribute to Dr. Wiest with a
quote from Pére Lebbe that could just as easily have come from
Jean-Paul: “We get to know people by becoming one of them; we win
them only by giving ourselves.” Jean-Paul—thank you for your life of
giving yourself to your scholarship, to China, and to your family and
friends.
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Revisiting the Dialogue between Science and Religion
HFTFEM X F
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KwAN KAI-MAN
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Abstract

The May-Fourth Movement, which took place more than a century
ago, significantly shaped the history of modern China. The
intellectuals who spearheaded the movement passionately hoped that
science and democracy would solve all the problems of China.
However, while the importance of science was not denied by anyone,
a key issue is the relationship of science to other important human
pursuits like religion and humanities. Some intellectuals advocated
scientism, a position which excluded the importance of humanities,
metaphysics or religions. In this essay, I critically evaluate the
positions of Ding Wenjiang and Wu Zhihu and rethink the meaning of
the dialogue between science and religion in the Chinese context.
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Gail King. “A Model for All Christian Women”: Candida Xu, a
Chinese Christian Woman of the Seventeenth Century. Collectanea

Serica, New Series, Volume 2. Sankt Augustin: Monumenta Serica
Institute, 2021. 162 pp., e-book, £36.99, ISBN 9781003136774.

As a scholar specializing in Chinese Christian women, I had long an-
ticipated the publication of Gail King’s 4 Model for All Christian
Women, which 1 finished reading in a single day. This biography of
Candida Xu (Xu Gandida #H?# K, 1607-1680) makes for engaging
and informative reading. King does not frame her narrative in a com-
plicated way; the structure is relatively straightforward and easy to fol-
low. I particularly like the depiction of Candida Xu against the histori-
cal backdrop: a seventeenth-century Chinese woman engaging in
frequent commercial activities in major cities like Nanjing and Shang-
hai in Jiangsu Province in the densely populated lower reaches of the
Yangtze River. Two famous Chinese historians, Dorothy Ko and Susan
Mann, have written about the activities and resilience of literati women
in this region in the late Ming (seventeenth century) and early Qing
(late seventeenth to early eighteenth century) dynasties respectively.
These learned women had a circle of female friends with whom they
shared their poems and other literary works.! Certainly, their lives
were restricted by the feminine etiquette of gender norms at the time.
However, one should not assume that they all suffered under the Chi-
nese patriarchal culture.? The subject of this book, Candida Xu, had
her historical agency in preserving her faith and practicing philanthro-
py even though she was subject to the constraint of separate spheres, or
neiwai N4h [inner (female) and outer (exclusively male) spheres],
imposed by the neo-Confucian ideology in late imperial China.

! Dorothy Ko, Teachers of the Inner Chambers: Women and Culture in
Seventeenth-Century China (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1994); Susan
Mann, Precious Records: Women in China’s Long Eighteenth Century (Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 1997).

2 This was a common discourse with a strong bias towards modernization and libera-
tion during the May-Fourth Movement in the early twentieth century. It was also
found in the nationalist discourse under the People’s Republic of China.
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Let me first of all introduce Gail King’s depiction of Candida Xu.
Candida was a pious Catholic and a compassionate philanthropist who
helped build up churches, support missionaries, and connect Christian
women in seventeenth-century China. King notes that she was an ordi-
nary Chinese woman in many ways, a daughter, a wife, and a mother.’
Nevertheless, most probably because of her family legacy and her de-
votion to the church, her biography was recorded and spread in Europe,
while many Chinese Christian women of her time remained invisible.*
She was the granddaughter of Xu Guangqi #JERL (1562-1633), a
well-known Chinese Catholic among the first group of Chinese literati
converts in the late Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). Xu’s family kept the
Catholic faith. Candida thus inherited a Christian family legacy and
became a pious Christian. Her husband was not a Christian, even
though he was probably baptized in his childhood. As a virtuous wife,
she kept a good marriage, took care of her eight children, and carried
out domestic duties in exemplary fashion. Only after her husband died,
did Candida have more freedom to engage in church philanthropy with
the aid of her oldest son, Basil Zuanzeng Xu ##% (1627-1696?),
and her servants. With the commercial development in the lower region
of the Yangzi River, she gained profit by producing and selling em-
broidery with her daughters and contributed to church charities for al-
most thirty years.> Owing to her zealous faith, her children were all
baptized. However, due to the wish to continue the family’s patriarchal
lineage, both her husband and son followed the common practice of
Chinese literati in keeping concubines. King speculates that Candida
might have been sad about this. At that time, the Jesuit missionaries
opposed the concubinage system as it violated the Christian teachings.
King thinks that the dark side of Candida’s family might have grieved
the pious Christian woman. In addition, due to the prohibition of Chris-
tianity in eighteenth-century China, the descendants of Xu Guangqi and
Candida Xu were not able to pass on the Christian faith to subsequent
generations.®

Importantly, King discusses the transnational transmission of Can-
dida’s biography between Europe and China. In fact, Candida’s first

3 King, “A Model for All Christian Women,” 1.

4 King points out that some missionary letters mentioned the good deeds and ardent
faith of Chinese women in the seventeenth century. However, only Candida Xu was
remembered through the biography written by a missionary. Ibid., 12.

3 Ibid., 10, 65.

¢ Ibid., 106-7.
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biographer was the Jesuit missionary and priest Philippe Couplet, S.J.
(Bai Yingli #1ME¥, 1623—-1693). His aim was to promote the Jesuit
work in China and to solicit donations from European women for the
mission in China.” The biography was first published in French in
1688, entitled Histoire d’une dame chrétienne de la Chine, with later
Spanish, Flemish, and Italian versions in 1691, 1694, and 1700 respec-
tively.® It was circulated in Europe rather than China. Unfortunately,
during the closed-door policy and the prohibition of Christianity in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the biography of Candida was not
known in the Chinese Church. Only after the door was forced open as a
result of the Opium Wars (1839-1860), did three Jesuits in the lower
region of the Yangzi River translate Candida’s biography into Chinese,
reclaiming her legacy in 1882, 1927, and 1938 respectively. The last
one was Xu Yunxi %4, S.J. (Simon Qi/Simon Siu), a descendant of
Xu Guanggqi’s line and a distant nephew of Candida Xu, who translated
Couplet’s French version into the Chinese language and proclaimed her
a model for contemporary Chinese Catholics to follow in faith and ac-
tions. On the book cover, he wrote, “A model for Chinese Catholic Ac-
tion Madame Candida Xu.”® The Catholic Action Movement was a
laymen’s organization that shared ministerial work with local bishops
starting from the late nineteenth century in Europe. It was unofficially
begun in China in 1912 and officially recognized by the Pope in the
1920s. Xu Yunxi’s work was later republished in Taiwan and Shanghai
in 1963 and 2002 respectively. Chinese Catholics also reclaimed Can-
dida’s legacy by making statues in the Jesuit mission compound at Xu
Jiahui %% of Shanghai in the 1930s.!° In short, the restoration
project of Candida Xu’s biography was launched through translating
Couplet’s work into the Chinese language.

As the subtitle of the book announces, Candida Xu is “a Model for
All Christian Women.” Indeed, what is an exemplary Christian woman
like? The work offers several interpretations, each relating to a differ-
ent context with its own expectations. First, Couplet proclaimed her “a
Model for All Christian Women.”'! King explains that this conception
was tailored to a European female audience. Particularly in the French
version, Couplet urged European women to support the Jesuit mission

7 Tbid., 104.

8 Tbid., 8.

% Tbid., 109-10.
10 Ibid., 110-11.
! Tbid., 8.
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in China so as to succeed Candida’s patronage after she passed away.
Second, as previously mentioned, Xu Yunxi, her distant nephew and
the Jesuit priest, hailed Candida as an emblematic model for lay Chi-
nese Christians in supporting local bishops’ ministry. Lastly, in the last
section of the book, King states that Candida Xu was faithful to both
Chinese culture and Christian faith. She was “a powerful example of a
Gospel life lived to the fullest in every phase of a woman’s life.”!
King affirms her dedication to “God, faith, and service.” It seems that
King considers Candida to be a model for “all Christian women” in all
nations rather than only for Chinese Christians (as Xu Yunxi said) and
European women (as Couplet proclaimed). However, 1 have reserva-
tions about such a portrayal. On one hand, I agree that Candida is em-
blematic as a pious Catholic (or Christian in general) female figure,
that is, as a pious and docile woman. On the other hand, because of the
third wave feminist movement and queer theories starting from the
1990s, the differences among Christian women have become my con-
cern. It is difficult to associate the representation of Candida Xu with
any subversive Christian women in our church history, including les-
bians, transgender people, unofficially ordained Catholic women
priests, etc. I agree that the task of keeping historical records of Chris-
tian women is not just to restore the stories of “good women” but also
those of “bad women,” who are probably not accepted by the church.

Lastly, I would like to raise a historiographical concern at the end of
this review. As Candida Xu’s biography was based on two major
sources, King is aware of different perceptions of her. These include
the perspective of missionaries and her son’s point of view. Firstly,
Couplet’s work, Histoire d’une dame chrétienne de la Chine, empha-
sizes her devout faith and good deeds and calls her “The Apostle of
China” in its French version and also the later Spanish, Flemish, and
Italian versions.!® Besides, the Jesuit missionary strategy was propa-
gated using Candida Xu’s life as an example. Secondly, the other
source is an obituary or eulogy written by her oldest son Xu Zuanzeng.
King discovers this text in the appendix of the Spanish version. This
obituary focuses more on Candida’s role as a wife and a mother. Simi-
larly, the purpose of an obituary makes it highlight her “noteworthy
deeds, admirable qualities,” as well as the “love and esteem” of her
descendants. It still sings Candida’s praises. King also refers to Can-

12 Tbid., 114.
13 Ibid., 11.



Book Review 163

dida’s family records and her son’s autobiographical preface to a col-
lection of his writings supplemented by two translated writings of Can-
dida Xu, of which the Chinese originals cannot be found.!* In short, it
is very difficult to identify Candida’s own voice from these writings.
For the time being we can only find the sayings of other people about
her life and work. Besides, the materials King has collected so far in-
clude only positive comments on Candida, portraying a good model for
all Christian women. It is certainly important to rediscover a more
comprehensive depiction of Candida’s life. Nevertheless, given the
limited historical sources about Chinese Christian women in the last
four hundred years, I do agree that the depiction of Candida Xu in this
book (published in 2021) has broadened our horizon in rediscovering
the life of women in Chinese Christianity.

Wai-yin Christina WONG # 28 &
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

4 Ibid., 13.
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MA Li. Christian Women and Modern China: Recovering a Women's
History of Chinese Protestantism. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books,
2021. 256 pp., hardback, US$105.00 / £81.00, ISBN 9781793631565.

MA Li’s book Christian Women and Modern China is an attempt to write
women back into the history of Chinese Protestantism. Their lived expe-
riences entailed struggles caused by the power structures within and out-
side of the church. The struggles Chinese Christian women have encoun-
tered, according to the author, are “due to colonialist, nationalistic, and
ecclesiastical marginalization.”! Drawing on the perspectives of Chi-
nese Christian women, this book showcases the interplay of gender,
Christianity, and power. This work contributes to ongoing scholarship in
the field by providing “a coherent narrative which challenges the Chris-
tian religion, or more specifically Protestant mission, as legitimization
of the patriarchal order and status quo.”” Although the volume is coher-
ent, the reader may question the author’s case selection, as the analytical
approach is not always consistent and the rationale of case selection is
not always clear.

The book is composed of three parts, framed by an introduction and
conclusion. In the introduction, the author highlights the lack of
scholarly work on Chinese Christian women and the dominance of male-
oriented narratives and agents in writing Chinese Christianity. This
assertion fails to acknowledge a group of mostly female scholars who
actively contribute to the history of Christian women in China. Connie
A. Shemo, Elizabeth Littell-Lamb, Helen M. Schneider, and Emily
Honig have all provided lengthy accounts of the activities and thought
of Chinese Christian women. While the author mentions some of their
works in following chapters, their contributions to an already existing
field should be acknowledged in the introduction to paint a more
dynamic picture of the history of Chinese Protestantism. By doing so,
the author could also provide a clearer statement as to the contribution
of this monograph to the existing scholarship.

I Ma, Christian Women and Modern China, 200.
2 Tbid., xxi.
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There are three chapters in Part I: The Era of Revolutions. Chapter 1
singles out the racial hierarchy between foreign missionary women and
local Christian women. As the title “Foreign Devils and Heathen Sisters”
suggests, there was unequal treatment of women who were involved in
mission work based on a racial hierarchy. By focusing on Shi Meiyu’s
AEE struggle with “Western missionary domination” in gaining a
supervisory role,® the author emphasizes the prevailing racial power
structures of the missionary enterprise. Towards the end, the author
points out the genuine sisterhood formed between Shi Meiyu and
Jennifer Hughes. The overall critique may oversimplify the complexity
of foreign missionary societies and their attitudes to indigenous leaders.
The “holistic approach” that shows Western supremacy among the
Protestant mission community in the nineteenth century, as Daniel H.
Bays points out, takes for granted “the identity of Christianity and the
cultural-social forms in which it came.”® As early as the 1850s, the
concept of “three-self” (self-support, self-government, and self-
propagation) that highlighted native leadership “had first been used by
the heads of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, Rufus Anderson, and the [British] Church Missionary Society,
Henry Venn.” While this notion was not nationally implemented until
the Three-self Patriotic Movement in the 1950s, it triggered debates
among foreign missionaries, and some employed this notion in
establishing local churches, as seen in the work of Kenneth Scott
Latourette.® By referring to the work of the historian Karen Seat, Jane
H. Hunter points out “an enlightened racial ideology in missionary
periodicals at a time of increasing racial stratification in American
society at large.”” In the 1890s, the Woman’s Foreign Missionary
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church changed the title of its
periodical from Heathen Woman's Friend to Woman's Missionary
Friend, indicating a “growing enlightenment of the Methodist WFMS ...
at a time when racial hierarchies were under scientific construction and
Jim Crow laws were being passed and upheld throughout the American

w

Ibid., 15.

Daniel H. Bays, A New History of Christianity in China (Malden: Wiley-Blackwell,
2012), 71.

Ibid., 160.

Kenneth Scott Latourette, A History of Christian Missions in China (New York: Mac-
millan Company, 1929), 423-29.

Jane H. Hunter, “Women’s Mission in Historical Perspective: American Identity and
Christian Internationalism,” in Competing Kingdoms: Women, Mission, Nation, and
the American Protestant Empire, 1812—1860, ed. Barbara Reeves-Ellington, Kathryn
Kish Sklar, and Connie A. Shemo (Durham: Duke University Press, 2010), 33.
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South.” Hunter writes that “a WFMS missionary even asked her readers
to support the anti-imperial struggles of the Congo in 1906.”® Ma seems
to brush over the efforts of a group of foreign missionaries who protested
racial inequality.

Chapter 2 is a fine account of the synthesis of Confucian ethics advo-
cating “selfless neighborly care for all,”® Christian teachings on self-
sacrifice and justice, and a growing awareness of feminism. By intro-
ducing the life of Zeng Baosun ¥ &%, the great-granddaughter of Zeng
Guofan % Fl#, the author presents a convincing argument for the com-
patibility of these three ideals. It adds to the knowledge of how local
Chinese women reappropriated Confucian teachings and realized that
the confinement of women to domesticity was socially and culturally
constructed by men. Amidst the nation-building project, Chinese women
drew new inspiration from Christianity and formed a new self-identity
that advocated for equal rights with men in political and social engage-
ment.

Chapters 3 and 4 look at the leaders of two prominent Christian
women’s institutions: Ding Shujing T ##F of the YWCA, and Wu
Yifang %375 of Ginling College. Under Ding’s leadership as the
general secretary of the YWCA from 1926, more efforts were made to
improve the life of female factory workers. Ding also addressed the
engagement of the YWCA in national reconstruction. While Ding’s
internationalist stance was briefly mentioned at the end of the chapter, it
would be interesting to see how Ding responded during the anti-
Christian movement of the 1920s and to the May Thirtieth Incident. The
author merely mentions Ding’s insistence on indigenous leadership one
year after the May Thirtieth Incident as opposed to the detailed analysis
of the attacks on Christianity and the overall YWCA'’s response to the
May Thirtieth Movement. There are some analytical jumps and
contradictions in the third chapter. For example, on page 47, the author
concludes that Ding held an inclusive attitude towards Westerners but
provides no evidence in that paragraph. On page 49, following the
sentence “programs like YMCA and YWCA trained worker-students to
combat systemic injustices through strikes,” the author jumps to the
statement that “their approach ‘did not call into question the legitimacy
of the entire system.’”” A close look at the references shows that the first
citation is from Emily Honig’s work. The section referred to by Ma titled
“The YWCA and Women Workers” did not mention the YMCA’s

8 Ibid., 34.
9 Ma, Christian Women and Modern China, 23.
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program. It focuses on the YWCA’s industrial program that aimed to
“help women understand their function in the Chinese economic
system.” The YWCA was “one of the few organizations during the
1930°s that tried, quietly and modestly, to instill in women a radical
understanding of their position as women and as workers.”!* The latter
citation is from Daniel H. Bays’ work, which focused on the YWCA'’s
literacy program. Echoing Honig’s finding, Bays comments that while
this program did not directly encourage strikes, it “gave the worker-
students not only the ability to read and write, but also resources for
managing groups of people, communication skills, and for seeing
themselves as able to attempt such a thing as a strike.”!! Ma’s statement
on the relationship between YWCA and strikes may raise questions.
While the author mentions Yan Yangchu %] as a leader in the rural
construction movement, in the paragraph following the one on Yan, the
author writes that the elite class of China was unwilling to “go to the
People.” This statement ignores the Mass Education Movement led by
Yan in which a group of urban elites went to villages to build up a
modern rural China.'? In Chapter 4, the author focuses on women’s
education through the figure of Wu Yifang. Living through the
Nationalist Government and the Communist regime, Wu demonstrated
her passion for women’s education, her concern for students, and
criticism of Western imperialism amidst heightened political pressure.

Part II: The Era of Militant Communism consists of three chapters.
Chapter 5 focuses on Zhao Luorui # #£%%, the daughter of the prominent
Chinese theologian T. C. Chao #%/% (Zhao Zichen). By means of ex-
amining the life of Zhao Luorui, which changed dramatically after 1949,
the author demonstrates how intellectuals affiliated with Westerners
were among the groups that suffered the most during a series of political
campaigns. While “Zhao never manifested her Christian faith,”'® this
chapter adds to existing knowledge regarding educated women’s lived
experience during that time. The following chapter likewise portrays the
tragic life of Gu Shengying B2 2, a world-renowned pianist brought up
in a Christian family. Surrounded by the heightened class consciousness,
artists with elite backgrounds of the bourgeoisie class found themselves
in a milieu intolerant of their identity and skills. Despite showing her

10 Emily Honig, Sisters and Strangers: Women in the Shanghai Cotton Mills, 1919—1949
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1986), 218—19.

1" Bays, A New History of Christianity in China, 127.

12 For details of the efforts of Chinese reformers and intellectuals in modernizing rural
China, please refer to Kate Merkel-Hess, The Rural Modern: Reconstructing the Self
and State in Republican China (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2017).

13 Ma, Christian Women and Modern China, 87.
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loyalty to the nation, Gu was driven to suicide when the political move-
ment turned violent. The absence of religious and gender-based analysis
of this event, the author argues, proves that “most of this period’s polem-
ics have been dominated by politicized and confrontational identities],
leaving] little room [for the] continuation of previous narratives.”'

Chapter 7 shifts to two Christian women “who not only survived but
were also able to rise to the center stage of public life after the Cultural
Revolution.”'® As a committed obstetrician-gynecologist, Lin Qian-
zhi’s #I5# medical professionalism made it possible for her to survive
as a Christian believer even in an intense political era. For Xie Wanying
#ti£, her role as a student activist in the May Fourth Movement as well
as being a cultural icon as a “kind and virtuous grandmother”'® made
room for her position under the Communist regime. The author notes
that, while consistently advocating motherly love throughout her litera-
ture before and after 1949, Xie shifted to feminized topics in her later
work and detached from the literature that challenged the status quo re-
garding gender issues. The author’s negative view of women’s status un-
der communism as revealed in the last sentence of this chapter may be
challenged by Wang Zheng’s work Finding Women in the State: A So-
cialist Feminist Revolution in the People’s Republic of China, 1949—
1964 (2017). Wang’s work shows “how pro-women laws and policies
came to be initiated and passed by a patriarchal centralized power struc-
ture.”!’

Part III: The Era of Developmental Communism contains the last
three chapters on Christian women. Chapter 8 depicts the history of
Three-self churches and house churches centering on the experience of
Cao Shengjie & & and Lii Xiaomin &/Mil. The competing narratives
of these two figures, one the president of the China Christian Council
and the other a popular hymn-writer, demonstrate China’s officially
sanctioned freedom of religious belief on the one hand and the ongoing
struggles of house churches with ruling authorities on the other. Despite
the presence of women’s leadership in the church system, the author is
critical of the male-dominated power structure in both official and unof-
ficial churches. According to the author, it was globalization which

14 Tbid., 105.
15 Tbid., 111.
16 Thid., 124

17 Wang Zheng, Finding Women in the State: A Socialist Feminist Revolution in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, 1949—1964 (Oakland: University of California Press, 2017),
7.
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“made cultural influences pluralistic”'® and cracked these boundaries. A
comparison of Cao with Christian advocates in Hong Kong, however,
may need closer evaluation that accounts for the differences in their his-
torical conditions. It would help the readers if the author clarified their
arguments in the paragraph dealing with the postcolonial feminist theol-
ogy on page 147.

Chapter 9 centers on two contemporary diaspora Chinese Christian
women, Lily Hsu # 45§ and Chai Ling 4. The author challenges the
dominant discourse of male Christian leaders in Chinese Protestantism
by unearthing the voices of women who were victims of the sexual
assaults of Watchman Nee fii#i% (Ni Tuosheng) and Yuan Zhiming %
W, It should be noted that Lily Hsu’s account regarding the sexual
abuse of two female coworkers by Watchman Nee is somewhat different
from Chai’s case. When the rape took place in 1990, neither Chai nor
Yuan had converted to Christianity. The focus on Chai may thus invite
criticism from the pro-Yuan camp. The author does mention three other
cases which happened during Yuan’s evangelistic work, but this is in a
very brief account. Inclusion of how the Chinese Christian community
responded to allegations of Yuan’s sexual abuse after his conversion to
Christianity may strengthen the overall argument. While the author
refers to the Chinese Christian Life Fellowship which “convened a
collaborative effort to commission a professional third-party
investigative agency GRACE ... on Yuan’s case,”"” the Fellowship’s
response to the case should also be mentioned given its influence in the
Chinese Christian diaspora community.

Chapter 10 begins with Yuan Li’s 37 conversion to Christianity and
her charity work among migrant workers, then briefly mentions another
Christian celebrity Yao Chen #k& and her NGO work, and moves to the
Christian couple Sun Haiying #3% and Lii Liping & B, whose fun-
damentalist stance incurred waves of criticism in media debates. The dis-
proportionate brevity of Yao’s part compared with the other two cases
may cause confusion for readers. In commenting on Yuan, the author’s
criticism of her ignorance of the gender aspect among migrant workers
seems to be a forced interpretation supported with little evidence. So far
the author only refers to English-language works of Leslie T. Chang and
Delia Davin to argue that Yuan should have noticed the gender injustice
among migrant women.

18 Ma, Christian Women and Modern China, 148.
19 Tbid., 165.
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The concluding chapter explains some terms such as “feminist” and
“domination” that have been used in the volume. It would help the read-
ers if the author discussed key terms at the outset. The use of the term
“revolutions” also requires clarification. While this word appeared in
some of the chapters, it was predominantly linked with political dis-
course. Representations of the late Qing and the Republican era in the
volume focus largely on social change and reforms rather than revolu-
tion.

Ma’s book is a contribution to the historiography of Christian women
in modern China. It calls attention to women’s underrepresented voices
and lived experiences. The book’s rich information outshines the analyt-
ical jumps between some sections. The author’s skillful portrayal of
Christian women in different periods point to the dynamic encounter of
gender and power amidst the nation-building project.

ZHOU Yun Ji#
College of Asia and the Pacific

Australian National University
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Fenggang Yang, Jonathan Pettit, and Chris White, eds. Shades of Gray
in the Changing Religious Markets of China, Religion and the Social
Order, Volume 28. Leiden: Brill, 2021. 392 pp., e-book (PDF), EUR
€179.00 / USD $215.00, ISBN 9789004456747.

Fifteen years after Fenggang Yang’s landmark article, “The Red,
Black, and Gray Markets of Religion in China,” the titular tricolor
market theory has received diverse reactions, ranging from eager en-
dorsement to complete rejection. For Yang and his colleagues who see
both the persistent vitality of this theory as well as the need for further
nuance and update, Shades of Gray is their response to recent devel-
opments in the sociology of religion in China. And an expansive re-
sponse it is, too, considering that the book is an edited volume com-
prised of fourteen chapters by eighteen contributing authors. By
presenting a new portrait of religion in China that fills significant gaps
in the original model, this edited volume testifies that an updated tri-
color market theory remains one of the best models in explaining reli-
gious behavior and institutions in contemporary China.

The original tricolor market theory proposes that religion in China
often functions according to a market mentality, and that the religious
market can be divided into the red, gray, and black markets, each drift-
ing further and further from state sanction. The reality of heavy regula-
tion and suppression of religion necessarily gives rise to the tricolor
market, and the size of the gray market correlates positively with the
degree of suppression.! While this central thesis remains valid, this
edited volume highlights important nuances for which the original
model did not adequately account.

First, as the book’s title suggests, “red,” “gray,” and “black” are not
stagnant designations, but “shades” that contain a certain degree of di-
versity. The fluidity of the tricolor market is highlighted throughout
this volume, as multiple chapters argue that “not only is there move-
ment between the three colors of the religious market, but there is also

! Yang Fenggang, “The Red, Black, and Gray Markets of Religion in China,” Socio-
logical Quarterly 47, no. 1 (Winter 2006): 93—122.
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movement within each of the markets. Instead of viewing the religious
market model as comprising three distinct categories, it may be more
helpful to think of it as a continuum.” Throughout the book one ob-
serves how various religious groups are constantly subject to negotia-
tions in power relations, both external and internal, that propel them to
transition from one color to another, or to a redder or blacker shade
within its own color market. A second nuance, related to the first, is
that while the original model understandably focuses on the effect of
top-down political regulations, Shades of Gray argues that often the
process for a religious group to retain or change its color is not
top-down, but self-initiated, and the primary motivation is often not
political, but religious. Contributing author Huang Ke-hsien argues that
churches could choose to identify more closely with the red market for
their own benefits, due to factors such as the emergence of “a new
generation of church leaders...who are much more pragmatic and are
equipped with ‘state-aiding’ entrepreneurial skills,” more “active” and
“inclusive strategy toward religious regulation” from the government,
and “the diversification of ideas, practices, and theology within
churches.” Likewise, religions that were traditionally entrenched in
the red market may also choose to enter the gray or the black market
out of their own volition. Third, this volume gives greater consideration
to non-state, cultural factors that nevertheless play a significant role in
deciding a religious group’s movement in the tricolor market. Multiple
chapters present case studies in which a religious group’s position in
the tricolor market depends more on its ability to integrate with the lo-
cal community across religious and ethnic divides than with its legal
status in the eyes of the government. Together this volume seeks to
flesh out the rough edges and correct some of the previous oversights
in the tricolor market theory.

These arguments are supported with concrete examples, as each
chapter typically is one in-depth case study. Perhaps surprisingly, most
chapters in this work of sociology do not devote much length to
renovating or critiquing theoretical models, opting instead to offer
“thick descriptions” of complex religious behavior substantiated by
solid fieldwork. Li Hui, for example, tells of a pair of churches making
active use of state power to settle their own internal strife. Finding
themselves deadlocked in a rivalry between leading pastors—Iargely

2 Yang Fenggang, Jonathan E. E. Pettit, and Chris White, “Introduction” in Shades of
Gray, 4.

3 Huang Ke-hsien, “Becoming ‘Patriotic’ for God,” in Shades of Gray, 17—18.
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due to disagreements in the order of succeeding church
leadership—one church welcomed the intervention of the Three-Self
Committee to secure its legal status and to drive out its rival.? In
another case study, a charismatic and heavy-handed preacher
developed such an authoritarian reputation that her congregants were
known to complain: “The way I see it, the government should publicize
all the wrongdoings of this church to save other Christians from all the
deception.” Yet she was arrested by the government just in time to
turn her tanking reputation into one of a saint and martyr. Here one
sees how, in the power play between church and state, mishandlings
from one can put the other in a stronger position. In his study of
Mentuhui M#t€, Yuan Hao shows how certain practices originally
devised to circumvent state censorship have taken on a spiritual aura
for themselves, thus adding ‘“another shroud of mystery to the
organization and reinforc[ing] a sense of collective identity.”® It is an
example of a religious group complying with state regulations for
primarily religious purposes. In Zhao Cuicui’s account of an
interreligious conflict in a seaside village, a “red” church was defeated
by the “gray” folk religions, despite its clear legal advantage, because it
failed to present itself as an integral part of a religiously diverse
community due to some Christians’ dishonest under-the-table dealings
with local villagers.” These are but a few outstanding examples among
many studied in this volume. Together they challenge the reader to
perceive the contemporary state of religion in China as a web of
intermingling power relations—indeed a market—where affiliation or
disaffiliation with the state becomes a resource to be exploited for the
benefit of religion.

The intricacy of the case studies results from the piercing observa-
tions of their authors. Almost all authors are mainland Chinese. Most
authors conducted their field research and wrote their original manu-
scripts in Chinese, which were then translated into English for Shades
of Gray. The sheer volume of contributions, coupled with the translated
nature of their work, does present some minor inconsistencies and irks

4 Li Hui, “Between Interest and Politics: The Changing Status of Two Protestant
Churches in China’s Tricolor Religious Market,” in Shades of Gray, 74.

5 Ibid, 67.

® Yuan Hao, “The Transformation of Mentuhui (Society of Disciples): Constructing
Legitimacy and Adapting to a Changing Religious Economy,” in Shades of Gray, 45.

7 Zhao Cuicui, “Competing Interests and Conflicting Beliefs: A Case Study of a Sea-
side Church in Zhejiang,” in Shades of Gray, 123-24.
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in the writing. Readers are told that the translator chose to render Chi-
nese terms as faithfully and as close to the original as possible, at times
to the detriment to the flow of language. But the benefits of convenient
access to these texts far outweigh the drawbacks. As Chinese these au-
thors are able to penetrate the religious communities studied here to an
extent rarely possible for foreign observers, and therefore are able to
unveil internal dealings and clandestine complications hidden from
outsiders. Such insider’s knowledge enables them not only to offer a
detailed portrait of Chinese religion, but also to make contributions to
the theoretical side of the field, for cases here would challenge any
theorist to account for their full complexities. Proximity to their sub-
jects of study does not dull the authors’ critical edge either. It is im-
pressive that, overall, they succeed in being sympathetic but not ro-
mantic, in giving voice to their subjects while maintaining a critical
distance from them, in being both an insider and an outsider. Focusing
on giving complex descriptions allows the authors to walk a tight rope
relatively free from ideological biases as well. While at places one can
piece together some biases of individual authors based on their angle of
analysis, overall one does not find overt favoritism or disdain towards
either any particular religion or the state in this volume.

Solid case studies notwithstanding, readers who wish to find in this
volume unprecedented or comprehensive engagement of existing soci-
ological theories of religion may be left unsatisfied. One would not find
in this book the extreme ends of reactions to the tricolor market theory.
Rather, most authors are committed to work within the framework of
the tricolor market theory while also providing qualified critique. Some
inconsistencies in the chapters though demonstrate the challenges that
still face the tricolor market theory today. While much work has been
done to situate the theory in the Chinese context, it still bears the image
of its theoretical ancestry, which was developed primarily with Chris-
tianity in mind. In this volume, the theory is at its best when explaining
Chinese Christian churches, which almost always have a “disembed-
ding” tendency common among axial religions. When it comes to some
Chinese folk religions that are thoroughly utilitarian in their ethics,
however, the theory appears to lose some explanatory power, as these
folk religions often see no need to challenge the status quo, hence no
need to position themselves along a gradient of state sanction. Espe-
cially in chapters that focus on the more idiosyncratic religious sects,
greater attention to the sect’s own teachings on political ethics, or the
lack thereof, would have greatly strengthened the arguments. The lack
of a focused theoretical commitment also means that authors can some-
times be imprecise when using loaded concepts such as “democratic,”
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“Christology,” or “ethical society.” Lastly, a point the editors are well
aware of, since most chapters draw from fieldwork done in the early
2010s, they cover the tail end of an unusually tolerant period in recent
Chinese history. Reading with the hindsight of renewed repression of
religion and dissent in China today, one also wonders if more chapters
could benefit from greater attention to the presence of state power even
as a potentiality. Small drawbacks notwithstanding, this empirically
researched and content-packed book largely succeeds in what it set out
to do: not to revolutionize the field, but to update the tricolor market
theory that remains one of the most vital sociological models today for
examining religion in contemporary China.

BAI Yucheng
Duke University
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Ever since the first century, Christianity, as it expanded in different
directions and encountered different peoples and cultures, has become
more and more diverse in both ecclesia and theology. Diversity has
also become the rule for this grand contextualization of Christianity all
over the world, even up to the twenty-first century. The expansion of
Christianity in China has been no exception, especially considering
China’s enormous population, various geographical structures, demo-
graphic complexities, pluralistic society, and multicultural background.
Yet, in the past, scholars have tended to generalize the patterns or the
models of Christianity in China, instead of stressing the uniqueness or
differences within the Christian development in China. Is it time for
scholars to become comfortable with the term “Chinese Christianities”?

Ecclesial Diversity in Chinese Christianity, under the editorship of
Alexander Chow and Easten Law, is composed of eight case studies, in
addition to an “Introduction” and an “Afterword,” with a purpose to
illustrate how diverse Chinese Christianity has been in modern times.
The studies span a period from the early twentieth century up to the
present time. These eight articles are divided into three sections: Mis-
sionary Encounters in China, New Concerns and New Chinese
Churches, and Chinese Churches and Urban Identity.

Chow’s introduction, “Ecclesial Diversity and Theology in Chinese
Christianity,” provides a brief history of Chinese Christianity since the
Opium War. In a book of only 239 pages, however, an introduction of
23 pages feels well out of proportion and loses sight of the book’s
theme. This introduction would have been stronger had it stressed the
theses of this book and examined them in the context of the scholarship
of Christianity in China.

Of the two articles in the “Missionary Encounters” section, both deal
with early twentieth century China. Mark Chapman’s essay, “Christian
Missions’ Encounter with High Chinese Culture 1900-1914,” chal-
lenges our assumptions about the early Anglican missionaries’ attitudes
toward Chinese culture. The Qing dynasty was at its weakest point by
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the turn of the twentieth century. Domestic events, such as repeated
defeat by foreign countries, increased study of Western science and
technology, and the preposterous Boxer Rebellion that attempted to
drive all foreigners from China, might have implied the inability of
China to win respect from foreigners. Looking in from the outside, An-
glicans who came to China with British imperialism were supposedly
equipped with the superiority to spread civilization together with the
Gospel. However, contrary to all expectations, as Chapman argues in
his paper, Anglican priests repeatedly praised the “higher civilization
and progress” of China. This kind of statement can be found in a num-
ber of Anglican writings and in major gatherings of Anglicanism up to
the beginning of World War I. Chapman concludes that Anglican
priests had reached a recognition that “Christianity and civilization
were not synonymous” and China “had to be both understood and ap-
preciated in its own terms.” (p. 48) Chapman could have helped his
readers by adding a short introduction on the “Anglican occupation of
China.” Usually the more exposure the missionaries had to the Chinese
context and the longer they spent in China, the better their understand-
ing and appreciation of local culture.

Connie Au’s “Catholic Apologetic Mission in Pre-Vatican II China:
A Study of Two Chinese Catholic Texts” discusses the division be-
tween Catholics and Protestants as it manifested itself in China during
the first half of the twentieth century. The animosity Catholics and
Protestants felt toward each other in the pre-Vatican II period was
nothing new. Yet their conflict in China has not been fully illustrated.
Connie Au uses two Chinese Catholic texts to demonstrate how Chi-
nese Catholics joined the fighting and depicted Protestantism as “he-
retical,” “counterfeit,” and “fraud[ulent],” in their writing. Au success-
fully presents Chinese Catholics’ antagonism toward Protestantism but
omits to give the titles of the Chinese texts she uses in her article.

The topic of “overseas Chinese Christians,” though it has gradually
attracted academic attention, has been severely understudied. A major
contribution of this book is that three articles in this category have been
collected by the editors, who themselves happen to have “overseas
Chinese” backgrounds. Through a comparative perspective, readers
will see that the respective contexts of these three “overseas Chinese
Christians,” despite certain commonalities—all are “Chinese,”
“Christian,” and all live in “member nations of the Commonwealth”
(Malaysia, the United Kingdom, and Canada)—are in fact vastly
different and have led to significantly different religious experiences.
In “Diasporic Chinese (Huagiao #{f) or Multicultural Malaysian?
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The Challenges of Being Chinese and Christian in Malaysia Today,”
Jonathan Y. Tan discusses how Chinese-Malaysian Christians have
maintained their identity in the face of the rise of Islamism and Malay
nationalism. Chinese Malaysian Christians are “confronted with the
challenges and implications of hybridities” and “divided loyalties”
while “Chinese-speaking congregations are graying and shrinking” (p.
89). Against this background, Tan implies in his conclusion that the
ideal way for the Chinese Malaysian Christians is to put down
“romanticized and essentialized categories of racial-ethnic, cultural,
and religious identities” and move, in a spirit of muhibbab (hospitality
and goodwill), toward integration within the Malaysian Christian
community (p. 88).

Alexander Chow’s paper, “British Immigration Policies and British
Chinese Christianity,” deals with the early development of Christianity
in the Chinese communities of Great Britain. Although also living in an
English-speaking and Christian context, British Chinese have been
quite different from American Chinese from a demographic perspective
and have had a different kind of exposure to Christianity. For a long
time, British Chinese were Cantonese-speaking and were mainly em-
ployed in the catering business (at least 90% by 1985). This back-
ground created barriers and limited evangelism opportunities among
this demographic. It took an unusually long time to have both suitable
and committed personnel to begin Christian service among British
Chinese. Chow points out the change of British immigration policies in
relating to the demographic change of Chinese immigration and the
pull/push factors influencing Chinese immigration. More importantly,
he makes a good contribution to the understanding of Christian evan-
gelism to British Chinese in different periods. If a little advice to the
author is allowed, I will suggest that part of his conclusion can be sep-
arated and developed as a new section to illustrate the new trends of
Chinese immigrants and their meaningfulness to Christian evangelism.

Justin K. H. Tse examines Chinese Christians living in Vancouver,
British Columbia, through the lens of local newspaper coverage about
them in the Vancouver Sun. Though journalists’ writing or broadcast-
ing might be simplistic or ambiguous, they did reflect outsiders’ views
and interpretations of Chineseness or Chinese Christians, and influ-
enced the Canadian understanding of Chinese Christianity. Justin K. H.
Tse’s study illustrates the complexities of Canadian Chinese Christian
attitudes toward sexual issues and shows the delicate politics of Cana-
dian Chinese Christians living in a multicultural context as they face
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both local Canadian political matters and pro-democracy movements in
China.

The book includes three articles that examine contemporary China.
The first is Wang Zhixi’s study of K. H. Ting’s (Ding Guangxun) in-
terpretation of Jesus’ love. Ting, a long-time leader of the Three-Self
Patriotic Movement, has been quite controversial because of his
pro-Chinese Communist Party attitude and position. Wang traces
Ting’s discourses on specific Gospel texts and suggests that Ting “re-
makes images of Jesus in order to respond to the political concerns of
the time” (pp. 122-23). It seems Wang suggested that Ting himself vi-
olated the principle he up-held in the late 1940s—“If Christianity, on
the other hand, still resolves to take responsibility by critically exam-
ining the society and by offering proper guidance for public opinion, it
has to abandon its excessive identification with the current society...”
(p- 135). The author’s thesis can be strengthened by moving beyond the
textual studies and adopting an often-quoted strategy in the Analects of
Confucius: “Ting gi yan guan qi xing HEHFEHHEAT” [If you really un-
derstand a person, you need not only] listen to what he says, [but also]
observe his deeds.

Steven Hu’s article gives a clear introduction to the resurgence of
Reformed Christianity in contemporary China with a case study of a
Reformed and Baptist church in Shanghai. According to Hu’s observa-
tion, “affect, emotions and attachment” can all be found in this Re-
formed congregation. Because of their “explicit membership,” the
members not only differentiate themselves from others who are not
Reformed but also might move to create a set of political spaces for
themselves. If it is true, it will be interesting to see whether or not Chi-
nese Reformed Christianity will provoke the Communist system.

Benoit Vermander’s article on Christian churches in Shanghai
comes from a five-year (2012-2017) in-depth exploration of the vari-
ous religious and spiritual communities active in Shanghai. Based on
his investigation, Vermander draws up the “sacred geography” that was
shaped by the “boundaries” and “practices” of Catholic and Protestant
churches in Shanghai. Through detailed accounts of religious life,
readers can see how these Chinese Christians have kept themselves as
an isolated community for the sake of their faith and worship, while
also reaching out for missions in a global metropolitan city. Readers
will marvel at the contextualization and diversity of their religious
formulations, from a foot massage network to an ecumenical LGBT
Christian network.
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Philip L. Wickeri provides an afterword, entitled “Christianity in
China—Pathways, Problems, and Prospects.” Wickeri is known for his
profound scholarship in church studies, and also for his extensive con-
nections with church and academic circles in China, Hong Kong, and
Taiwan. Here Wickeri switches the readers’ attention from the mere
numbers of the church population to the increasingly friendly social
context, with growing public appreciation and respect for “lived”
Christianity. The public acceptance of Christianity is very encouraging,
and Christianity becomes less and less “foreign” in the public eye as
more and more young people are drawn to the churches. The growth
and pluralism of Protestant Christianity in China have reached unprec-
edented levels. At the same time, Wickeri does not ignore the dark side
of the context: tensions between Christianity and the government, be-
tween Christianity and traditional Chinese folk religions, and between
fundamentalists and Christians in institutional Christianity. Yet Wick-
eri concludes with a note of optimism about the future and holds the
belief that Christianity in China “will become more pluralistic, less
unified, more sophisticated, less ‘foreign,” and all the while more in-
teresting” (p. 218).

The editors apparently do not apply a strict rule to all the articles.
Most articles use traditional Chinese characters, but one author uses
simplified characters. Most articles have a bibliography section, but
one does not. The format differs slightly between articles. Some au-
thors have published similar works in the past. Mistakes happen in
homophones of Chinese words. A careful reader might find some hu-
morous errors here and there. For example, “true Christian” (zhenshi de
Jidutu FREMEEGRE, p. 158) should use “ELE” instead of “IL2”; “old
utilitarian” ways (gongli sixiang D171 48, p. 159) should be “HIFIE
1> and “discomfort in one’s heart” (xinling bu shufu LEFREFR, p.
159) should be “.0&,” not “/0>%.”

Readers must be aware that China has been in a rapidly changing
context, and the political pendulum has swung to the conservative side
in recent years. The Christian churches in China (and other religions
too) might not enjoy the same latitude in their social/political status and
ecclesial/theological diversity as before. Furthermore, the advance and
expansion of modern surveillance in China have effectively limited
missionary activities, contact with overseas Chinese Christians, and the
local expansion of Christianity. Some articles in this book are based on
authors’ previous observation and data and might not be able to
properly reflect the current situation.
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All in all, the editors deserve our appreciation for their contributions
to the understanding of diversity among Chinese Christians. This book
illustrates a wider perspective on missionary attitudes toward a chang-
ing China, the congregations of Chinese Christians in overseas con-
texts, and the delicate politics of Christian churches in China. The book
examines various cases through modern, interdisciplinary, and global
lenses. Even if readers might not agree to the appellation “Chinese
Christianities,” they will benefit in one way or another from various
forms and expressions of Christianity as shown in the above case stud-
ies. In this way, the book opens a fresh and healthy horizon for future
studies in this field.

According to the “Acknowledgments,” this collection of essays is
the first of two volumes of theological and ecclesial reflection based on
the tenth annual gathering of the Ecclesiological Investigations Interna-
tional Research Network, hosted in Hong Kong from July 20 to 24,
2016 (page vii). The second volume of this collection is definitely
worth waiting for.

Peter Chen-main WANG
Fujen Catholic University



© Christian Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture
Ching Feng, n.s., 20: 185-96 (print version)
Published online April 27, 2022; in print December 2022

Bibiana Yee-ying Wong (Huang Yiying ¥ # % ). The Short-lived
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Dr. Bibiana Yee-ying Wong succeeds in providing a balanced, concise,
and bold narrative as to why and how Catholic ecclesial personalities
enlivened, endured, and suffered in their ministry associated with the
Catholic Central Bureau (CCB), based in Shanghai, China. The Short-
lived Catholic Central Bureau: National Catalyst for Cultural Aposto-
late in China (1947-1951) is an invaluable resource for international ac-
ademic libraries and research institutes that wish to strengthen their col-
lection. After providing an overview on the presence of Roman
Catholicism as part of Chinese society as the Qing ended in 1911 and
into the subsequent turbulent decades of Republican Era, it concentrates
on the history as to how the CCB envisioned itself as religious initiative
of hope from 1947 to 1951. Unfortunately, this ministry coincided with
the social suffering that beset China: The Communists proclaimed the
People’s Republic of China in October 1949 and the defeated Kuomin-
tang relocated to Taiwan in December 1949.

Missiologists, religious congregations as well as diocesan and as-
sorted church organizations might find this thoughtful analysis of the
CCB helpful as a case study. It depicts how this dedicated Gospel-based
programs and educational initiative continued proselytization efforts
sustained by individuals who developed localized support albeit sur-
rounded and infiltrated by multiple contentious authorities. Lessons can
be learned that apply to contemporary relationships whereby religious
entities must co-exist within vulnerable social or political situations.

Ultimately, professors, graduate students and even undergraduate stu-
dents in a specialized seminar will be inspired and humbled by the details
which show how dedicated individuals committed and engaged as social
actors made decisions when they found themselves living amidst
changes in civic and religious society in China.
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Part One of this review addresses the introductory content of the book
as it pertains to background and context, archives, and the intentional
focus of the author. Part Two provides an outline of each chapter to
which I offer a summary perspective which attracted my own interest. I
believe approaching this section in such a manner verifies how the au-
thor melded the wide range of institutional and biographical content in
this book. Also, veteran and emerging scholars, as well as anyone inter-
ested in the legacy of Chinese Catholicism, especially in the immediate
post-1945 years until the early 1950s, will most appreciate the new his-
torical perspectives and essential components of this narrative. Part
Three examines the conclusion and includes some closing afterthoughts.

PART ONE

I would suggest that Dr. Wong’s scholarship is best understood as China-
directed history. First, it contributes to the historical unpacking of the
latter years of the 1945 to 1949 Civil War, as deemed critical by historian
Diana Lary: “In China’s modern history, there are two periods in the
lives of families and individuals that are often passed over in silence: the
Civil War and the Cultural Revolution.”' To this initial point, for exam-
ple, the author builds well on the scholarship of Paul P. Mariani, SJ, as
well as the synthetic narrative of Daniel H. Bays who identified the un-
derpinnings of the Catholic experience in the pre- and post-1949 estab-
lishment of the People’s Republic of China.? This invites a second per-
spective. Dr. Wong must be applauded for marshalling the content of
international archival sources in Chinese and other languages. This has
resulted in her writing in a manner that reveals to the reader the Catholic
international matrix of purpose and personnel that comprised the day-to-
day operation of the CCB.

Care should be taken to read and contemplate the three prefaces that
introduce this book, and the Introduction. Fr. Oliver Lardinois, SJ,

! Diana Lary, China’s Civil War: A Social History, 1945—1949 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2015), 15.

2 Paul P. Mariani, Church Militant: Bishop Kung and Catholic Resistance in Communist
Shanghai (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2011). The CCB is discussed
in pp. 6567, 95-97; Daniel H. Bays, A New History of Christianity in China (Malden,
MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012). Catholic initiatives in this era are summarized in pp.
169-75.
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explains how this publication was crafted from Dr. Wong’s thesis. The
personal reflection of Fr. Bosco Lu Ta-cheng, SJ, as having attended
Mass and receiving communion as seventeen-year-old youth in Shang-
hai, provides an insightful and poignant context to appreciate the lives
of those mentioned in this book. It alerts the reader to pay close attention
as to how the efforts undertaken by many of those participants associated
with the CCB apostolate and the Legion of Mary from 1947 to 1951
eventually came to be labeled by the Communists as “counterrevolution-
ary” into the 1950s. In the third preface, Professor Chen Fang-chung is
correct to affirm the sound analytical ability and the wide range of ar-
chival research undertaken by Dr. Wong. Related to her undertaking, is
his honest, forthright assessment that those associated with the ecclesial
bureaucratic realm are especially entrusted with the upholding any his-
torical legacy of institutions and structures associated with international
Catholicism. Chen writes:

[T]he archives of these religious orders and congregations or ecclesi-
astical communities are not always accessible. The gradual weakening
and decline of the modern church, its past connection with imperialist
colonial activities, or missionary congregations’ own reluctance to ex-
pose historical facts that could bring themselves into disrepute entice
the gatekeepers of these archives towards caution in allowing access
to treasure-hunting researchers. (p. xvii)

This is true for those researchers and historians who will follow in the
footsteps of Dr. Bibiana Yee-ying Wong.

Finally, in the Introduction, Dr. Wong’s succinct direct prose empow-
ers the reader to engage with the topic:

The CCB was originally set up to coordinate and promote a cultural
apostolate in post-war China, but its mission had to be switched to an
apologetic role in defense of Catholic doctrine due to the fast-changing
and turbulent political situation. The significant role played by the
CCB around the time of the Communist takeover and the Chinese
Catholic Church’s relations with the new regime will be the focus of
my study. (p. 11)

By effectively following this narrative, Dr. Wong stretches and
challenges the reader to reexamine their existing knowledge of China at
this crucial historical juncture. She also efficiently explores the multi-
faceted international relationships that became part of the CCB
framework during its “short-lived” apostolate.
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PART TWO

Each chapter is divided into thematic sections, which are in turn en-
hanced by sub-topical areas. Most welcome are the informative tables
that assist the reader to identify and process the relevant historical infor-
mation being presented.

Chapter 1. “A Zigzag Path to Uniformity” offers an “Historical over-
view of missionary cooperation before the CCB.” Considered are: 1. Re-
gional synods in China during the late Qing period; 2. New missionary
strategy and directives; 3. Celso Costantini and Primum Concilium
Sinese; 4. Synodal Commission on Schools, Books and Press; 5. Catho-
lic Action movement and Mario Zanin.

This chapter, covering 1803 to 1936, builds a foundation of under-
standing in order to appreciate what transpired prior to the founding of
the CCB in 1947. Background on the legacy of European dominance
associated with the numerous Chinese synods is valuable. Also, in the
aftermath of the 1924 First Chinese Council held in Shanghai, May 15
to June 24, 1929, Dr. Wong summarizes the promulgation of the decrees
on June 12, 1929:

[Acta et Decreta, I Concilii Plenari Sinensis] urged missionary activity
to adapt to Chinese political and cultural contexts, and made a discern-
ing evaluation of local customs. Missionaries must respect Chinese
sovereignty and observe Chinese laws. (p. 32)

Her analysis is an important reference point, since the period from 1924
to 1929 included the Northern Expedition (1926-1928) as part of the
Warlord Era (1916-1928). Consequently, implementation of these CCB
Catholic pastoral objectives into the 1930s were immediately tested.
This occurred when Chinese civil society was devolving into the Kuo-
mintang-Communist chaos and numerous nations were frustrated by the
instability of Chinese government. Also, Table 1 which identifies the
“Staff lists of the Synodal Commission from 1929 to 1934” (pp. 34-35)
serves as a precursor as to how the CCB will also be comprised of inter-
national missionary personnel and emerging Chinese leaders.’

3 Short biographical sketches are included on Fathers Theodore Mittler, SVD; George
de Jonghe d’Ardoye, MEP; Frederick C. Dietz, MM; Joseph Rutten, CICM; Philippe-
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Chapter 2. ““The Dizziest Place’ in Shanghai” concentrates on “Cre-
ation and organization” of the CCB. Areas elaborated upon are: 1. Es-
tablishment of the Chinese Catholic Hierarchy; 2. Reorganization of
Synodal Commission by Antonio Riberi; 3. The Catholic Central Bureau
and its initial stage Christianization of China through cultural apostolate.

Chinese society was exhausted by The Sino-Japanese War (1937~
1945). The Holy See made public the news that it decided to reformulate
the diocesan hierarchy and increase the number of Chinese bishops on
April 11, 1946. On Easter, April 21, 1946, Apostolic Nuncio Marius
Zanin announced a plan to “reconstitute and modernize the Synodal
Commission” (p. 51). He was recalled, however, and succeeded by
Archbishop Riberi who was named on July 6, 1946, as the first Apostolic
Internuncio to China; Zanin left China in November; Riberi arrived in
December. His hope was to revitalize Catholic education and offset the
attraction of youth to revolution and counter Confucian-based Chinese
values. Riberi, according to Dr. Wong, believed “[e]ducational work was
of the same importance as evangelistic, pastoral and charitable works.”
He had every hope that scholarship and study of Chinese culture would
build on the historic premise that “educated men had a great impact on
the transformation of Chinese society” (p. 52).

Riberi had diplomatic training at the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Acad-
emy in Rome and had already served as the nuncio to Bolivia and Ire-
land, the African Missions and directed the post-1939 effort of the Holy
See in Rome to care for war victims and foreign residents. Such assign-
ments probably heightened his affinity to mirror the CCB as if it were a
Western bureaucracy seeking to advance the Gospel for the public good
of China. For example, American priest Martin T. Gilligan of Cincinnati,
Ohio became first Internuciature secretary. In 1947 Riberi contacted Fa-
ther Thomas A. O’Melia, MM, who had been on the staff of the United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration in Shanghai in 1945.
When the latter provided plans describing how the National Catholic
Welfare Council (NCWC) had operated in the United States since 1919,
Riberi sought to adapt such an undertaking to China. From its inception
in 1947, the CCB was envisioned to be of service to the recently restruc-
tured Chinese hierarchy. It was thought that these bishops would hold
annual meetings in order to facilitate the CCB in conjunction with Chi-
nese diocesan planning. American Bishop James E. Walsh, MM, who
joined the staff as general secretary in 1948 lamented the paucity of such
anational framework in China. According to Dr. Wong, Walsh “ascribed

Ambroise Wu Dehui, CM; Venanzio Zhao Huaixin (alias Wennan); Paul Yu Pin; John
Niu Yiwei (alias Ruowang), pp. 35-39.
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this deficiency to lack of modernization, particularly poor communica-
tions, in a war-torn country, and he could foresee no improvement within
a short period of time” (p. 75).

Most fitting indeed, is that the following four chapters do stand alone
as chapters in this book. However, for the purpose of this review, I be-
lieve that Chapters 3 and 4 as well as Chapters 5 and 6 possess compli-
mentary features. Thus, my observations are placed following the outline
of these respective groupings.

Chapter 3. “Creative Propagators of the Faith” describes “Five for-
eign missionaries in the CCB and their work.” Personalities studied are:
1. Francis X. Legrand, CICM, and publication work; 2. Jan Joos, CICM,
and Catholic radio activities; 3. Josef Vos, CICM, Correspondence
Courses and his books; 4. Patrick O’Connor, SSC, and Hua Ming News
Service; 5. Aedan W. McGrath, SSC, and the Legion of Mary.

Chapter 4. “Talented Defenders of the Church” centers on “Five Chi-
nese priests in the CCB and their life’s witness.” Portraits emerge of: 1.
Matthew Chen, courageous scholar and writer; 2. Joseph Shen, organizer
and martyr of the Legion; 3. John Dong and his apologetic speech; 4.
John B. Gao, OFM, and the national congress on Catholic education; 5.
John Mao and his fight for the Overseas Student Service.

Breathing life into CCB bureaucratic infrastructure of lay staff and
other Chinese nationwide were the dedicated priests mentioned above.
Their biographical backgrounds provided in Chapters 3 and 4 suggest
that these Catholic cadres—my use and emphasis of the word—were
just as committed to the Gospel principles as the Communists were to
theirs.

As seen in Chapter 4, that the CICM Scheut and SSC Columban mis-
sionary societies agreed to release these four priests to serve the mission
of the CCB symbolizes their willingness to identify and solidify a future
for Chinese Catholic Church which went beyond their territorial regions.
A similar pattern is found in Chapter 5. Dr. Wong’s excellent research
reveals how all the Chinese priests mentioned had benefited from stud-
ying in Europe prior to working at the CCB. In this regard, the author
writes, “these competent fresh priests brought their knowledge into full
play, and worked shoulder to shoulder with foreign missionaries—
changing the inferior status of the clergy” (p. 159).

The biographical background describing the verve, zeal, intellectual
vitality, and spirituality of all these CCB priests is compelling. I suspect
readers will have their favorites. For example, in Chapter 3, Jan Joos
immediately attracted my attention when I learned he composed Tony,
the opera performed and lauded by all who endured the internment at
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Weihsien Assembly Camp in Shandong from 1943 to 1945. Joos went
on to learn and implement the creative use of radio, publications and
development of a correspondence course that reached many throughout
the Chinese provinces. Another was Patrick O’Connor. His writings as
a correspondent for NCWC in 1945 provided him the opportunity to in-
terview Bishop Auguste Haouisée, SJ, of Shanghai, American General
George C. Marshall, and directly question Zhou Enlai on the Communist
party policy towards religion. It was O’Connor who introduced Riberi to
Aedan McGrath. Eventually, the latter two combined to promote the Le-
gion of Mary in China. O’Connor then went on to be founder of the Hua
Ming News Service as an operation of the CCB in 1948.

In Chapter 4, the deep religious faith and intellect of Chinese priests
who found a home at the CCB is addressed. The more Fathers Chen,
Shen and Dong contributed to the public manifestation and principles of
the organization the more the Communists interfered. The dedication the
first two priests caused them to be imprisoned at the Ward Street Jail in
Shanghai. It was reported that Chen died in August 1961 and Shen died
on February 8, 1954. Dong’s June 1951 apologetic speech “The Sacrifice
that I Make of Myself to the Two Supreme Powers (the church and
state)” accounted for his eventual arrest in Chongqing in 1951. His last
known whereabouts was at Qinghai Lake labor farm in 1960.

Fathers Gao and Mao undertook differing ministries that were more
in the orbit of the floundering Kuomintang government. As the Nation-
alist and Communist troops brutalized each other and the local popula-
tions in a relentless civil war, the fact that the former cleric was able to
coordinate a gathering of fifty-two delegates, assorted guests, listeners,
representatives of ten nationalities and at least forty religious congrega-
tions at the National Catholic Education Convention from February 15
to 21, 1948 in Shanghai is remarkable. Gao considered the conference
atmosphere “filled with a spirit of democracy,” writing:

Up from bishops and priests, down to the religious, brothers and sisters
and laypersons, there was no distinguishing between ecclesiastical
ranks, all ages and both sexes and participants could freely express
their opinions. (p. 147)

This was indeed a notable moment, since Chinese society including the
Catholic missionaries, were only permitted to evangelize within Kuo-
mintang legal parameters verified as acceptable and patriotic during the
Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945). Gao resigned from the CCB staff in



192 Robert E. Carbonneau

1949 on good terms to minister to the Chinese Catholics beyond the
mainland and died in 1983.

In contrast, Father Mao stands among all these Chinese priests as an
individualistic figure who tested the norms of guanxi —relationships—
in China with Archbishop Riberi. Dr. Wong’s ability to show how he did
the same in the United States with Congressional House Democrat, Rep-
resentative John W. McCormack reminds readers the importance of Chi-
nese Catholics international relationships. The priest had founded a
scholarship program for Chinese students to be educated in American
universities. Riberi invited the priest to undertake an Overseas Student
Service as a CCB department in 1948. Unfortunately, Mao’s layered and
quarrelsome stewardship led to a conflict with Riberi. Dismissed from
the CCB on May 3, 1950, Mao continued to engage in a variety of related
pastoral efforts beyond China till his death in 1997.

Chapter 5. “Three Self-Reforms and the CCB” delves into “The origin
and course of state-church friction” by examining: 1. Opposition be-
tween Catholic and Communist ideologies; 2. Religious policy of Chi-
nese Communists; 3. The Three-Self Reform Movement; 4. The CCB’s
three responding documents.

Chapter 6. “A Tool of the Imperialist Riberi” centers upon the “Ban
on the CCB and the Legion of Mary.” This comes alive through incidents
related to: 1. The first arrest: Francois Théry, SJ; 2. Suspension of the
CCB and press attack, mass arrests of the CCB directors; 3. Crackdown
of the Legion of Mary; 4. Tragic death of Jozef Vos, CICM; 5. Impris-
onment of McGrath and Legrand.

Traditionally, Catholics who accept the Gospel are identified as living
and proclaiming the “good news.” At the same time, believers are re-
minded they must be ready to carry their cross of suffering just like Jesus
experienced. Chapters 5 and 6 are sobering because after the Communist
liberation of China in 1949, those affiliated with the CCB realized that
instead of joy they were participating in the way of the cross. Dr. Wong
constructs an historical narrative that helps us understand the meaning
and weight of this cross. Many identified with the CCB had to carry it
even unto their death. Chapter 5 provides clear examples that Catholi-
cism and Communism were at a crossroad after 1949. They were “two
powerful ideologies rooted in the irreconcilable premises: theism and
atheism” (p. 161). Dr. Wong carefully guides the reader through the
planned sequence of events undertaken by the Chinese Communists to
quell both Catholic and Protestant adversaries. That it came to pass that
“Every Chinese had to give information about others in order to survive”
(p. 182) sums up a life of daily sufferings among Chinese Christians.
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Reading about the mental and physical anguish which led the imprisoned
Father Vos to take his own life in 1951 and how the “cause of his death
was hidden from his family” (p. 224) serves as powerful example to con-
template exactly what it might mean to suffer unto death for the love of
one’s faith.

Chapter 7. “Aftermath and Continuation” describes “The CCB’s final
days in Shanghai and reestablishment after 1952.” Sections are: 1. The
CCB chapel and playground; 2. The fate of Bishop James E. Walsh; 3.
Riberi restored the CCB in Taiwan; 4. Singapore Catholic Central Bu-
reau.

Dr. Wong’s overview relies on archival sources that offer “new evi-
dence showing that the CCB played a small part in proclaiming the Cath-
olic faith even after the offices could no longer function” (p. 235). The
combined creative witness of CCB staffers Father Charles L. Meeus,
SAM, Bishop Walsh and three Chinese priests challenge long held as-
sumptions that Communists simply and quickly obliterated all expres-
sions of Chinese Catholicism. Instead, the CCB playground emerged as
a sacred space. It is an example of how personal experiences of faith
continued in Shanghai and nationwide in this milieu of extended house
arrest under vacillating parameters of Communist surveillance.

Chinese Cardinal Thomas Tien Ken-hsin, SVD, and Archbishop Paul
Yu Pin faced their own trials:

Both were forced into exile in the United States for ten years (1949-
1959). Within the pontificate of Pius XII, the Holy See forbade them
to reside in Taiwan, which became the KMT [Kuomintang] govern-
ment retreat, so as not to provoke the Communist party-state into per-
secution of Catholics in mainland by leading the Catholic Church in
Taiwan. (pp. 49-50)

Ultimately, it was at this time that the “short-lived” experience of the
CCB concluded its four-year apostolate in China by relocating and re-
formulated its efforts in Taiwan and Singapore to interact with “Chinese
Catholics in the diaspora around the world” (p. 235).
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PART THREE

Part Three deserves the attention of scholars and those interested in the
wide arc of Catholic and Chinese relations. It makes an important con-
tribution to the Catholic historical narrative at a volatile and transitional
moment in mid-twentieth century Chinese history. Dr. Wong’s use of
established and new archival sources describes and respects Catholic
identity without venturing into ideological and theological apologetics
that once dominated past decades of scholarship related to this era. Con-
sequently, the Conclusion correctly suggests that there is a myriad of
topics for others to investigate. For example, how it was that the “Cath-
olic Church and the Communist party possess a set of exclusive qualities,
from the ideological to the practical, that prevented their peaceful coex-
istence” (p. 271). Such knowledge might contribute to the ongoing dy-
namics that continue to shape all associated with future Catholic-Com-
munist spheres of influence.

Furthermore, the scholarship and narrative provided by Dr. Wong’s
scholarship cogently combines historical sources over a period that is
receiving increased research. In this regard, many associated with the
CCB transitioned from diverse traumas of life endured during the seven-
year Sino-Japanese War in China or another area of the world at war.
Indeed, whereas this experience might have strengthened these
participants with a stamina of mission and faith in their commitment to
the cultural apostolate, their life in Shanghai might have also led to them
being increasingly focused unto themselves. This autonomous mode
might have prevented the CCB from expanding their reach to Chinese
Catholics in the provinces.

Into the future, this book might encourage scholars who wish to study:
1) the organizational and pastoral efforts of the new and fledgling Chi-
nese hierarchy; 2) The continued coexistence of Catholics with the Kuo-
mintang governance even as it was known to be regionally undependa-
ble; 3) Understanding the dichotomy between Catholics and
Communists especially since both had some affinity with the peasants
north of the Yangzi River since the 1930s.

Moreover, Dr. Wong’s concise breakdown of CCB operations reveals
the glaring absence of women in leadership positions at the CCB. By
1947, apostolic initiatives undertaken by international and Chinese Sis-
ters of religious and diocesan congregations had proved to be essential
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and vital to the sustenance and growth of the Chinese Catholicism
throughout the advancing decades of twentieth century China. Delving
into the dynamics which indicate the extent to which women religiously
participated or were marginalized in the national and provincial Catholic
ecclesia would be welcome by historians. This absence is even more
striking and in need of investigation when one realizes the abundant
presence of Catholic women assigned to the China mission as compiled
by Dr. R. G. Tiedemann.*

It is also worthwhile to acknowledge the historic relationship between
the CCB and the United States Catholic China Bureau. Deng Xiaoping
opened China in the 1980s. The Maryknoll missioners as well as the So-
ciety of Jesus, religious congregations of men and women and other in-
terested groups and individuals based in the United States sought to re-
connect with Catholics on the mainland. Ongoing informal and
structured meetings were an impetus for these representatives and others
to meet on January 27, 1989, to organize their efforts. Identifying itself
as the United States Catholic China Bureau was a conscious decision to
remember the CCB of Shanghai. A public announcement followed in
September 1989 that the Bureau had commenced its outreach “as an in-
dependent and autonomous entity” with an office located at Seton Hall
University, South Orange, New Jersey. With consent of the Officers of
the Board, in 2012 the China Bureau relocated to Berkeley, California.
Having been associated with this organization since it was founded,
which included a term as Executive Director (2014-2017), reading the
history of CCB in Shanghai reactivated my memory. I recall discus-
sions—sometimes intense—that had arisen throughout the past years
which proposed that the “Bureau” change its name. Veterans considered
retaining the nomenclature because it was inspirational and a sign of re-
spect. Others believed it was wise to step out of the shadow of the CCB
late 1940s era and proceed into the future. It became known as the US-
China Catholic Association (USCCA) in 2018. It is now helpful to ap-
preciate and understand the scope of this legacy with the CCB.’

4 R. G. Tiedemann, Reference Guide to Christian Missionary Societies in China: From
the Sixteenth Century to the Twentieth Century (Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 2009),
Part II. Roman Catholic: Religious Communities of Women, 47—-86; Part III. Roman
Catholic: Chinese Religious Communities of Women (Association of Diocesan Right),
87-107.

Pertaining to the genesis of the United States Catholic China Bureau, Sister Janet Car-
roll, MM wrote: “The Agenda consisted of deciding on the name of the ‘desk.” [US
Catholic China Bureau was chosen—to associate the project with the Catholic China
Bureau which had functioned in Shanghai, China until 1949]” (brackets are in the orig-
inal quote). In Sister Janet Carroll, MM. USCCB Senior Associate Based on Archival
Records February 21, 2008. Brief History of the Establishment of the US Catholic

w
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In conclusion, The Short-lived Catholic Central Bureau: National
Catalyst for Cultural Apostolate in China (1947-1951) presents a wel-
come narrative using new archival sources. It increases the historical
knowledge on Catholic-China relationships from the late nineteenth till
the mid-twentieth century. Scholars and the public will surely benefit
and build upon Dr. Wong’s excellent publication.

Robert E. CARBONNEAU, CP
The University of Scranton, USA

China Bureau: 1979—1989 with pertinent information on Office location: 1989-2002,
Archives of the United States China-Catholic Association, Berkeley, California; Also,
Janet C. Carroll, “My Pilgrimage in Mission,” International Bulletin of Missionary
Research 38 (January 2014): 34. The USCCA website is https://www.uscatholic-

china.org.
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Joseph W. Ho. Developing Mission: Photography, Filmmaking, and
American Missionaries in Modern China. The United States in the
World. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2021. 304 pp.,
paperback, US$29.95, ISBN 9781501760952.

While the existing scholarship on the history of Christianity in China
has predominantly relied upon textual materials, visual materials—such
as photographs and films—produced by historical actors (especially
nineteenth- and twentieth-century missionaries) tend to be pushed aside
and rarely foregrounded as the core of historical analysis. Joseph W.
Ho’s Developing Mission: Photography, Filmmaking, and American
Missionaries in Modern China, which is developed from his doctoral
dissertation at Michigan University, addresses this scholarly oversight
by focusing on American missionary visual practices—an integral part
of missionary modernity—in modern China during the period between
the 1920s and early 1950s. By zooming in on both American Protestant
and Catholic missionaries’ transnational visual experiences, the author
seeks to trace the ways in which “[m]issionary images, first intended to
represent specific religious and cultural experiences, came to embody
cross-cultural identities, wartime traumas, and shifts in regional, na-
tional, and global modernities” (p. 17).

The book comprises five chapters in addition to an introduction and
an epilogue. Chapter 1, “New Lives, New Optics: Missionary
Modernity and Visual Practices in Interwar Republican China,”
examines how those missionaries who were sent out to Shunde JE{%
(known as Xingtai Jf4 today) in North China by the Presbyterian
Board of Foreign Missions mediated their formative cross-cultural
experiences in the late 1920s and early 1930s through their imaging
practices. These practices were facilitated by the expanding use of
miniature cameras around the same period. Through the lens of their
cameras, the Presbyterian medical missionary-photographers such as
the Henkes (Harold Eugene Henke and Jessie Mae Henke) visualized
Chinese architecture and daily life in Beijing and their medical-related

" This review has been supported by the STU Scientific Research Initiation Grant
[Project No. STF 19002].
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work in Shunde. And the Henkes’s colleague at Shunde, Dr. Ralph C.
Lewis, used his image-making to illuminate the Presbyterian
missionary enterprise “as a collaborative institution and not solely a
foreign project” (p. 54) by photographing the work and experiences of
Chinese Christians. A point worth emphasizing here is the author’s
reliance, to some extent, upon missionary-photographers’ own textual
or oral discourses about their visual practices when interpreting the
meaning of the photographs at hand. Discursive evidence is therefore
methodologically essential to this historical examination of visual
representations.

Chapter 2, “Converting Visions: Photographic Mediations of Catho-
lic Identity in West Hunan, 1921-1929,” draws the reader’s attention to
a look at the photographic practices of American Presbyterians’ Catho-
lic counterparts, the Passionists, in 1920s West Hunan (Xiangxi #f75).
It documents how photography provided opportunities for the Passion-
ists’ interaction with the people around them, such as Protestant mis-
sionaries in Changde %%, Hunan, or Chinese orphans of whom the
Passionist missionaries took care. The author also considers the ways
liturgy-related photographs (like those of baptism) the Passionists took
served as Chinese converts’ visual symbol of the new religious identity
and their material tie to the Catholic Church. The author also discusses
issues concerning both the Passionists’ media identity, which was de-
fined by their competition with Protestant and other Catholic mission
organizations, and their visualization as media events of missionary
deaths caused by Chinese violence during the Warlord Era. However,
the author does not explain why his coverage of the Passionist visual
practice is limited only to the 1920s, even as “Passionist missionaries
continued to produce photographs across the next two decades” (p. 86).
The chapters that follow have no further mention of the Passionists,
leaving the reader yearning for more.

Chapter 3, “The Movie Camera and the Mission: Vernacular
Filmmaking as China-US Bridge, 1931-1936,” shifts the attention from
photography to filmmaking by continuing the Henkes’s story in the
1930s. In 1931, the Henkes obtained a cutting-edge Cine-Kodak Model
B movie camera as a gift from a New York Presbyterian church. The
author argues that the Henkes’s films, produced both in China and the
United States, served as a Sino-US two-way visual bridge. This
argument is supported on the one hand by an examination of the
Henkes’s filming, for a US audience, of both Chinese rural life and
tours of the Presbyterian hospital and church in Shunde. One
significant feature of the Henkes’s China film is the integral role Jessie
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Mae Henke played in filmmaking, a gendered role that “challenged the
maleness of filmmaking culture” (p. 109) of the time. Another feature
pertains to the emphasis, again, on the missionaries’ medical and
religious work as Sino-US cooperation. The “bridging” argument is
developed on the other hand by the author’s detailed discussion of the
Henkes’s furlough film for a Chinese audience. This furlough film
featured the modern US countryside, which, in contrast to rural China,
had been transformed by technological modernity, such as heavy
machinery.

Chapter 4, “Chaos in Three Frames: Fragmented Imaging and the
Second Sino-Japanese War, 1937-1945,” continues the story of
missionary imaging through a look at three cases in different
geographic locations during the Sino-Japanese War. The first one
concerns the well-known film footage shot during the “rape of Nanking
[Nanjing]” by American Episcopal missionary Rev. John Magee,
whose name had to be concealed when Henry R. Luce’s Life magazine
featured the very first dreadful images, reproduced from Magee’s
footage, of this atrocious event. The author traces the clandestine
transportation, by Nanjing YMCA missionary George A. Fitch, of this
footage out of Japanese-controlled Nanjing before delineating the
footage’s immediate visual dissemination. It is particularly worth
noting that the lack of anticipated response from the US public
reflected the influence of US non-interventionism: “Even when
confronted with such graphic footage, US audiences were still
grappling with the question of whether the United States should
continue its nonintervention and isolationism” (p. 156). The second
case focuses on American Presbyterian educator Gerald F. Winfield’s
imaging of Chinese collective action in labor, education, and political
participation in West China, which aided the Nationalist government’s
war effort. And the third case explores mainly the experiences in
wartime North China of Harold Henke, Ralph C. Lewis (both of whose
accounts appear in Chapter 1), and Frederick and Myra Scovel (a
Presbyterian missionary couple in Shandong).

Chapter 5, “Memento Mori: Loss, Nostalgia, and the Future in
Postwar Missionary Visuality,” looks first at two postwar color films,
Yangchow 1948 and Ageless China, produced by two California Prov-
ince Jesuits—Father Bernard Hubbard, SJ, a Santa Clara University
lecturer, and Father William Klement, SJ, a Catholic priest affiliated
with the California Jesuit Province. Their goal in producing these two
films was to “present a visualized, idealized past [of China] in a way
that would elicit (and also, to [a] certain extent, satisfy) feelings of loss



200 Wang Zhixi

and nostalgia” (p. 206). The author then traces the final images taken
by three Presbyterian missionary couples, the Henkes, the Lewises, and
the Scovels. These visual practices were informed by the “loss” of
China to the Chinese Communist Party, the end of the missionary en-
terprise in China, and the Cold War’s increasing expansion into Asia.

The book’s distinguishing characteristics include its ingenious, in-
formative title—"“Developing Mission”—which represents the book
well, its inclusion of both Protestant and Catholic missionary stories,
and the author’s convincing analysis, enriched by his familiarity with
the technical aspects of camera operation. One drawback, however, is
that the author does not explain his criteria for selecting the historical
cases like the Presbyterian, Passionist, or Jesuit missionaries as the
scope of his investigation. Were their visual practices representative of
those of the “American missionaries in modern China” (as the title of
the book announces) in their entirety? Or how were they, compared
with other Protestant and Catholic missions in China, distinctive in
terms of visual practices? That being said, Developing Mission will
hopefully stimulate more scholarly efforts in the study of other China
missionary visual practices. It is of great value to graduate students and
historians of Chinese Christianity, Sino-US cultural interactions, and
photography and film.

WANG Zhixi Ei& 4
College of Liberal Arts

Shantou University
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