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6. Lai Pan-chiu, “Inter-religious Dialogue and Social Justice: Cobb’s Wesleyan Process
Theology in East Asian Perspective”, in Asia Journal of Theology 25/1 (April 2011), pp.
82-102.
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7. Mary Evelyn Tucker & John Berthrong ed., Confucianism and Ecology (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Center for the Study of World Religions, 1998).

8. Tu Wei-ming, “Epilogue: The Ecological Turn in New Confucian Humanism: Implications
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Abstract

“Harmonious society” and “sustainable development” are
two of the major issues in the public discourses in
contemporary Chinese society. In order to response to these
discourses is a coherent rather fragmentary way,
Sino-Christian theology has to take serious the integration
between the doctrines of creation and salvation.

Through reviewing the development of Chinese Christian
theology, this article shows that due to its religious heritage as
well as its cultural, historical and socio-political contexts, the
prevalent legacy inherited by Sino-Christian theology was
dominated by a rather ahthropocentric, individualistic and
other-worldly understanding of salvation together with a
largely marginalized doctrine of creation. However, there are

also some Chinese Christian theologians, with or without
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explicit reference to the traditional Chinese culture, attempted
to integrate the doctrines of creation and salvation in their
theological responses to the social, political and ecological
issues in the Chinese context.

Based on an analysis of the challenges to Sino-Christian
theology constituted by the public discourses on sustainable
development = and harmonious society prevalent in
contemporary Chinese society, this article further suggests that
with its Chinese cultural heritage, especially Confucianism,
Sino-Christian theology has the resources and potentials to
meet these challenges and make distinctive contributions to

these public discourses.

Keywords: Harmonious Society; Sustainable Development;

Creation; Salvation; Reconciliation
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