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Toward a Post—colonial Feminist Interpretation of the Bible

Musa W. Dube [ BOT]
Trans. by Li Panpan

Abstract: This paper holds that historical imperialisms

* A CFEE T Semeia 78 (1997): 11-26.
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and the role of Christian texts necessitates a post-colonial
feminist biblical interpretation. It holds that Christian texts
point beyond their origin, inviting their readers to act them
out in history and cross—culturally. Hence, the paper
proposes a post—colonial feminist reading strategy. That
strives to understand how the ideology of various ancient
imperial settings informed biblical texts; that scrutinizes the
power relations propounded by mission texts in their
constructions of different cultures and people; that takes up
an open space as a framework of reading for decolonization
and liberating interdependence hetween women of different
cultures in the word.

Key words: postcolonial feminism; biblical interpretation;

ideology; open reading
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BB A 1iE . XA GRS AR YT I H S AT
HLOEMATEEZE A CHERSEN S(ABREIPREBIRKA 5
JLF RIS . WA, KRR B E D ERE B (K28:
18-20; 3% 24:46-47) M LW, ZEHFR P RERWKE . EF
HAGANSL g JERBENEBIFEESBEERENK
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FIMERR RN . MPBEREHNEZHFRHIERFTRATHIL
M2 HBHEENIT R, PHABHIA BB - DT (Louis
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BEXLZ M P o ot 8] B 2 S s e, S TR A ERH M
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HEMXA , EFELAERRIBEEZ D, EHREWRE, RAUS
EXZXEMEREE S, B Aw %, %A AT 3t 2 49
B, B2 HEAXEHNERERRE T 192014257 5 A%
F—BITE. SHATEBETRONEMZE,

HEMY, HEZEFRMBIERARTRES BAHENE

@© J.Louis Martyn, History and Theology in the Fourth Gospel (Nashville:
Abingdon, 1979), 148.
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HMEENTEHEA-MERME( R M ERATHAEL,
FEXMBTHHA =02 HEXMATREFRBSNR
BRE, PRASITEELHEENHBEREGHER XM,
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KHXEARE, VMXANERME . EHE THEHREAA
R EBEHRBAERYOCRG ML, By 5 —FEF LR
BEFEASE—NRETZARNERKRAOLE, Y, E
I K - B B (Homi Bhabha) ®FT#8 Y, G R AU R E T 54
REXMMY A FZEAEFEMSE, B, €& 18
HMHMES" B BLESETYV RN REELNEBMN N Y
7 BAE R, E R AR LR ENIEE, MESEEE N
BERAMA BB EEEML S ROoRNE, ER
RN CAMBIA BEE B HTFEELERPIHFERLS]
h BEBESFREXSETHFRESZAEN—RIILAER

@ FEHRAAHEF(Tolbert) (1990:5-23) M8 53 15 LR L W H B Pt X B B A
BAERRENFE AN AHEELHEEEAHRRE LOW AR
Christopher Lind, Something's Wrong Someiwhere: Globalization, Community
and the Moral Economy of the Farm Crisis ( Halifax: Fernwood,1995), 31.
FRIBRRIG BN 2 EXM4 T (Fernando Segovia ) FHEBIBNRAK.,
Gareth Griffiths, Bill Ashcroft, and Helent Tiffin, The Empire Writes Back:

©

Theory and Practice in Post—colonial Literatures (New York: Routledge,
1989) Bl K The Post-colonial Studies Reader (New York: Routledge.
1995), 2,

® Homi K. Bhabha, The Location of Culture {London: Routledge, 1995), 4.
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@  Patrick Williams. and Laura Chrisman, eds. Colonial Discourse and Post—colonial
Theory:A Reader (New York: Columbia University Press,1994). 5.

@  James M. Blaut, The Colonizer’ s Model of the World: Geographical
Diffusionism and Eurocentric History (New York: Guilford, 1993), 70.

® Edward Said. Culture and Imperialism (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1993), 9-13.
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@® Wayne Meeks, The First Urban Christians: The Social World of the Apostle
Paul (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1983), 1.

@ Barbara Harlow, Resistance Literature (New York: Methuen, 1987), 1-75,
Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1993), 191-262
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@ James M.Blaut, The Colonizer’s Model of the World: Geographical Diffusionism
and Kurocentric History (New York: Guilford, 1993), 69-90. Edward Said,
Culture and Imperialism (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1993). 3—43.
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® BREXEW (Segovia) ATAM A HF XA EZEE T LAY,
57-73.

@ David Quint, Epic and Empire (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1993), 31-41. Rene Maunier, The Sociology of Colonies: An Introduction to
the Study of Colonizes, vol.1 (London: Routledge, 1949) , 70. Parrick
Williams, and Laura Chrisman, eds. Colonial Discourse and Post~colonial
Theory: A Reader (New York: Columbia University Press, 1994}, 194,

®  Margaret Strobel, European Women and the Second British Empire

(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991), 1-15.
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(© Jerry Phillips, “Educating the Savages: Melville, Bloom, and the Rhetoric of
Imperialist Tradition” , 25-44 in Recasting the World: Writing after
Colonialism, ed. Jonathan White (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1993), 26.

® Chinua Achebe, Hopes and Impediments: Selected Essays (New York:
Doubleday, 1989) , 1-20. Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1993), 41-43, 60—61.
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(D Audre Lorde, Sister Qutsider: Essays and Speeches (Calfornia: Crossing.,
1984) ., 66-71. Chandra Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes: Feminist
Scholarship and Colonial Discourse™, in Third World Women and the Politics
of Feminist, ed. Chandra Mohanty, Ann Russo, and Lourdes Torres
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991), 51-80.

@ Laura Donaldson, Decolonizing  Feminisms: Race, Gender, and
Empire-building ( Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992}, 62.

® Laura Donaldson, Decolonizing Feminisms: Race, Gender, and Empire-building
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992), 4-6.

@ Elaine Wainwright, Towards « Feminist Critical Reading of the Gospel
according to Matthew (Berlin: de Gruyter,1991), 285-286.
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163



XEXFEMA-FLHE

KA E Pl R B UANNEE—FNE—BITE) M
R EE LEOREE T AT, XMHEELT R HEH A
BEXA#TEEARTEE LOERREE.

F#E, FEEXNEENEIEMRRABREN, AT FY
LA I G E AR A L B L AR R B T A E K
RERAFIE . — MR R 6 F R Bl &, 2 oy SHE A 8 89 3%
b FRE, E(ABET)IM(E KB E)H, HOG R IR A
TFEHBERT T HR S E A ORE, DEZBENAR. XH
PG AT T 0 BY SR B 18 B0 A A, RAEE B A A
NH 7, R RAVAE AR AT A L2t . BARX SRR Ltk E
XENRGG, FERTEEERENE RSN ERFEET
FR T 45 o B 153 b 28 0 2o A 4 B 4 o 1 OF B 9 — e ST DA JE B9
KERLHE

FREEAMEERN FEELEZTHENZRERFL,
BRTFAMAGFEEXSRZ AN KR, FERAERQOIES, T
TERERBOMZEENNEZEHENESE, BERKS
HHERBSNE R T WAR R RIRER TR T #5145
MR, VIBTIWEAR A FABIF A SA#TRI, BRL
ARMBAREELTARBESR. EEEHZZGHA)5CH
) Z KRR, TR IR A MR IRA R ML A 8, AR,
SZ A MR G e ma R AR s o 7 2% A AR R |
MR PRI — BB T E R B AR Rk,
5 18 2o fE 1 B SRR By e . BRBRAZ B M B BB MR T X
KRI%,

- BRLATHREE-THOALEFTYRE T EEs b
K FEAMFH, AR BB KM E . FRENFET K

@ Barbara Harlow, Resistance Literature ( New York : Methuen, 1987), 28—30.
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@ Mary Ann Tolbert, “Protestant Feminists and the Bible: On the Horns of a
Dilemma” , in The Pleasure of Her Text: Feminist Readings of Biblical and
Historical Texts. ed. Alice Bach (Philadelphia: Trinity, 1990) , 5-23.
“Politics and Poetics of Location” , in Reading from This Place. Volume 1:
Social Location and Biblical Interpretation in the United States, ed. Fernando
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