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When Does Equality Matter?
Thomas Scanlon

Abstract: We have many different reasons for being opposed to inequality. Only some of these reasons are
egalitarian—that is to say, grounded in a concern with equality as a positive value. And even those that are
egalitarian reasons are diverse—they have different bases and demand different things. If we recognize this
diversity and bear it in mind, we will be in a better position to understand controversies about equality and to
decide what to think about them. In some cases equality seems to be controversial the disagreement is not
really about the value or importance of equality but rather about some other question, about the proper
responsibility of governments.

Key Words: Equality, Egalitarianism, Interests, Distribution, Justice

CRBESCRIB# M RELE CEAR T 20066511, )






