Human Rights in Islam and Common Misconceptions

Dr.Abdul-Rahman Al-Sheha

Islamhouse.com Revised Edition

In the preface it is written that “Every society must ensure for its citizens the rights that guarantee for them their basic needs and security, and enable them to feel a sense of belonging and attachment to the larger social group. Individuals need to feel secure and have a sense of belonging in order to perform their tasks and duties in a satisfactory manner”.

As mentioned in the book presently, three distinct trends are discernable in our global society. As follows:

· The first trend exaggerates the right of the individual over the society. This trend is found in the liberal, democratic, capitalist society.

· The second trend, contrary to the above, advocates the rights of the society over the individual. This trend is prevalent in communist and totalitarian societies. 

· The third trend, ideally, neither emphasizes the right of the society over the individual, nor the right of the individual over the society. Each is given its due right in life according to the given system. Rights and obligations are governed and controlled by strict rules and conditions. In this trend, the public interest is given priority over the interest of an individual only in case of a serious conflict.

This book addresses human rights in the light of the perfectly balanced system of Islamic law. These rights are based on revelations from the Divine Book of Muslims, the Glorious Qur'an and from the Sunnah, the practice of Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) the two main sources of Islamic life and jurisprudence.
Al-Sheha firmly believes that the application of the individual and social principles of the third trend, when guided by the perfect revealed laws from Allah in the Qur'an and Sunnah, will definitely make humanity happier and more prosperous. He follows up telling that “The application of these principles will enable the society to achieve peace and security. These social rights and principles are not a result of previous experiences, social ideologies, temporary and immediate needs and/or political drives and motives: rather they are from the Beneficent and the Omniscient for man’s progress to happiness in this life and salvation in the Hereafter”.

Al-Sheha noted that the rights enumerated by modern international organizations are characterized by deficiencies in conceptualization, flaws in formulation, and injustices in application. They are subject to political agendas, economic pressure and culturally biased viewpoints. They carry the residues of colonialism and imperialism. He also explains that “such rights are often enumerated and established not for the interests of all humans, rather, for the benefit of certain organizations and powerful special interest groups”. I think we see that all over the world, glaring inequalities and abuse between nations and within nations are growing worse and worse even before our eyes, and the prescriptions for aid and development mire them deeper into misery as if they were meant to perpetuate their misery and servitude; Iraq and Afghanistan are two clear examples. 
He also says that “Regretfully, we observe that many Muslims all over the world are not true representatives of Islam because they commit grievous mistakes and have many serious deficiencies in belief and practice. We mention this unfortunate situation to warn those who study Islam, about being influenced or deceived by the attitudes and vices of any Muslims that misrepresent Islam”.
The book discuses many hot issues beginning from “Islam and the Basic Necessities of Mankind” to “Equality in Islam” explaining the perspective of “Islam and Preservation of the Five Essential Necessities of Life” i.e. the Divine Religion, Self, Mind, Honor; Family and Lineage, and Wealth
. Al-Sheha then discusses “Rights and Obligations in Islam” such as “Rights of Almighty Allah”, “Rights of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), “Rights of other Prophets and Messengers”… till “Rights of Parents, Husband towards His Wife, Wife towards Her Husband, Children, and Relatives without forgetting “Rights of a Ruler, Rights of the People towards the Government, Rights of Neighbors… till Rights of other Creatures.
The book explains “The Judicial System in Islam” accompanying it with a short chapter to reply to some misconceptions on human rights in Islam such as Shari'ah (Islamic Law), non-Muslims, Punishments (Hudood), Apostasy, Marriage to a non-Muslim, and Slavery.
This book is an introductory discourse on the subject of the human rights in Islam. It hopes to open avenues for those who are keen to know more about the truth of Islam that has been deliberately and severely misconstrued and misinterpreted, especially by some secularists, modernist Muslims, as well as the enemies of Islam. (Saber)
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