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A Primary Investigation On Droescher' s Thoughts of Animal Ethics
Zhao Qianli (Department of International Culture Studies, Zhegjiang University , Hangzhou
310028, China)

Abstract[] The most innovative thoughts of animal ethnics of Vitus B. Droescher could be
generalized as the following four parts: 1. On animal economic behaviors: The natural law of
existenceisthat * * thefitter will survive’, that is, every species can survive regardless of their
being strong or weak so long as everyone of them can find his living space or way which suits
himself and does not conflicts with others at the same time, but not that “the strong will survive,
and the weak will be extinguished ”, that is, the strong exists depending on his supplanting,
oppressing and even eliminating the weak, and on the other hand, the weak can only perish under
the supplantation, oppression and injuries made by the strong on them.The best relationship
between species, colonies and individuals is harmonious coexistence, but not life-and-death
struggle. Every kind of species or colony or individual should find their own gap and positionin
the natural foods market according to their own speciality and then divide the space or time of
looking for foods between them reasonably so that they could avoid vicious competitions of
conflicting and hurting each other and gain the ends of the biologic world of harmonious
coexistence and co-development. 2. On animal intersexual behaviors. The multiplicational
instinct of biology has decided that animals are always inclined to have and keep intersexual
relationship with as many individuals as possible of the opposite sex so that they could multiply
as many descendants as possible. The modes of match of animals are the results of the limits or
supports imposed by the natural and social conditions on the natural tendency of wide-love which
is determined by the multiplicational instinct. In order to avoid the degeneration of the species,
animals should guard the final moral line on intersexual relationship, that is, not being incestuous.
So long as not being incestuous, the intersexual relationship between animals might be as free as
possible and the freedom might be tolerated as far as possible, since animals seeking and
keeping multiplicate intersexual relationship with as many individuals as possible of the opposite
sex are all naturally reasonable at a certain extent. 3. On selfishness and altruism and their
relationship: The selfishness or self-benefiting is the nature of animals, and is also the foundation
and the end-result of the behaviors which could be done by animals which are altruistic on direct
effect but selfish on ultimate motive and even that which is selfless. There should be abasic
moral line on the animal behaviors of seeking for personal benefits, that is, not being harmful to
others; and the demarcative line for the judgment of whether a selfish behavior of animalsis
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reasonable or not might be defined as following: The self-benefiting behavior which is harmless
to othersis reasonable, but that which is harmful to othersis unreasonable. 4. On the relationship
between selflessness and the existence of a species. Asfor the gregarious animals whose
individuals are unable to solve the basic survival problems independently and therefore they need
to form a colony and by which they are able to solve these problems, the existence of the colony
is one of the preconditions for that of the individuals. The selfless dedication to the colony from a
certain amount of the individualsin it is the necessary condition for a colony being able to cope
with the menaces from the outside and then to exist right along, and the universal selfish
condition of individuals could cause the extinction of a colony or even a species. Therefore, as for
the gregarious animals in which there is arelationship of depending on each other for their
existence between the individuals and the colony, the individuals should be provided with certain
spirits of collectivism that they are willing to do selfless dedication to the colony or species and
to keep together and to help each other for the sake of the existence and thriftiness of the colony
or the species which they belong to.

Key words[] Droescher; Ethology; Animal Ethics; Economic Ethics; Intersexual Ethics;
Selfishness; Selflessness; Self-benefiting; Altruism
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