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On the Circumstances of Justice and Their Implicationsfor | nter generational Justice
Y ang Tongjin (Institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

[1 Abstractl] Though interpreting justice as fairness and impartiality, | first critically analyze the
inadequacies of classical doctrine of the circumstance of justice, which was advocated and
expounded by Hume and Rawls, and then adjust the circumstances of justice as the fact of
scarcity (including extreme scarcity), the fact of reasonable pluralism and the fact of human being
asmoral being. The first and second facts are the necessary conditions of justice. Only can the
third fact bring justice into existence. The implications of these facts for intergenerational justice
are also comprehensively explicated.
[J Key wordL] circumstance of justice, justice as mutual advantage, justice as fairness,
impartiality, intergenerational justice
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