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ON EFFICIENCY AND JUSTICE

He Hanhun

Abstract: Efficiency is the ratio of human’s life cost to life-value’s
fulfillment. The efficiency that people need bona fide is their life value
’ s maximization rather than their wealth’s maximization. Any
distribution, in essence, is the distribution of life value. The ultimate
distribution principle aims to maximize our life value, distribute among
the deservers the distributable parts of life value. In terms of value, no
priority exists between efficiency and justice. Life-value ’ s
maximization is the primary guiding principle in handling affairs
involving efficiency and justice. With the guide of life-value
maximization principle, efficiency should be based on justice and vice
versa. When the contradiction between the two factors bulges to impair
common citizens’ life value, we should balance it out by offering a

priority to the disadvantaged side.
Key words: life value; life cost; efficiency; justice
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