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Abstract

The controversy between religion and politics never
ceases. With regard to the development of Christianity in the
West and its expansion to other parts of the world, the
dimension of “political theology” can hardly be avoided.
When Christianity first came to China, it must have the tacit
permission of the emperor or government. China has a long
history of having politics as the overwhelming power in
religious "affairs. It is no surprise therefore that issues of
political theology emerged in Jingjiao. In the past, people have
inclinded to believe that Jingjiao died in China as a result of its
over involvement in politics, but the true question is this:
could it have been able to avoid the necessary links to politics?

This article examines the political theological asepct of
the Nestorian canon from a Chinese political ideological

perspective. Through the lens of “Political Theology”, the
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author summarizes the essential issues through an
understanding and a re-writing of the “Chinese History of
Christian Thought”. He argues through the interpretation that
the flourishing and perishing of Jingjiao depended basically on
the policies of the Tang court. This also clearly manifests the
fate of Christianity in China which depends largely on the
political outlook and attitude of the Christians.

Keywords: Discrimination between Chinese and Barbarians
(hua yi zhi bian); Paying Tribute (chao gong);
Emperor Worships (zhi bai gin jun);
Sino (political) Christian Theology
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