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Interpretation of Deut 22:13—29

in Ancient Near Eastern Law Context

XU Jun

Abstract: Deut 22: 13—29 is a tightly knit literary integrity, in which
laws relating to the adultery and virgin’ s illicit sex should be analyzed in
ancient Near Eastern context. There are similarities and differences between
laws in Deut 22: 13—29 and that of ancient Near Eastern. Parents could
protect their daughter from being falsely accused by taking evidences to the
elders (Deut 22;13—21). The adultery constituted a sin which lay upon the
whole community and endangered its very existence (Deut 22:22). The be-
trothed virgin bore unconditional responsibility for protecting her virginity
from the time her husband paid her bride—price to the time he took full pos-
session of her (Deut 22:23—27). The man who raped an unbetrothed virgin
should marry her (Deut 22:28—29). Viewed from the development of Israel
law, those features reveal that Israel civil laws were influenced by divine
sacral laws, and familial laws were replaced by communal laws gradually.
On the other hand, the Deuteronomic family laws support the hierarchical
and patrilineal structures of the family, and protect the rights of dependent
family members. They do so, however, without challenging the subordinate
status of women in any fundamental way.

Key words: Deut 22:13—29; development of Israel law; ancient Near

Eastern laws
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