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The first edition of this book appeared in August 1959. This second edition is more revised and updated. Abul Hassan Ali Al Nadawy wrote the preface of the book. At the end of this review I’m going to quote a bit of his opinion about the book as a well-known scholar.
The book has seven parts. In part one which is titled religion there are three chapters: “Islam is the true religion”, “The need of Islam”, and “From the characteristics of Islam”. The second part titled “Islamic Monotheism, God’s mercy and clemency” deals with: “Muslim theology (Al-Tawhid or Al-Kalaam) its development; its critique, its value, and its methodology”. The third part titled “the oneness of God and other qualities of perfection” deals with “His Oneness, Life, Seeing and Hearing, Speech, Knowing, Willing , and Power”. The fourth part titled “The justice of God, His mercy, promise and threat”. While the fifth part titled “Prophecy and mission” has two chapters the first chapter has two subtitles: “mission in general”, “the mission of Muhammad (PBUH)”. While the second chapter titled “Resurrection and the next life” deals with “resurrection” and “the next life”
The sixth part titled “The Islamic legislation Al-Shari’a” discusses its meaning, the need for it, its birth and evolution, and its perfection. Here I may quote what Moussa says about the characteristics of Islamic legislation and its basis, he says “Islamic legislation has its own characteristics, some of which are a product of its nature and some a result of its evolution”. Then he summarized these characteristics as follows:
1. It goes back in its general basis to God’s inspiration.

2. Its rulings are governed by the incentive of religion and ethics.

3. Its reward is both in this world and in the other world.

4. It has a communal tendency.

5. It is liable to development according to the circumstances of time and place.

6. Its aim is the organization of life, public and private, and the facilitation thereof, and it also aims at the happiness of mankind.

Then he discusses each one of these characteristics in detail, he was not trying to compare Islamic legislation with the law unless such a comparison is necessary, because his major goal is concerned with the Islamic legislation alone.

While discussing the necessity of improvisation, Moussa comments “today we only imitate some of the backward legislators, and we make their opinions laws”. He then follows up telling “the old legislators looked at their religion and their nation and at themselves as part of the circumstances they lived in them. Their problems and misfortunes were limited by their time. They did all they could to find the right legislation for all these. But times change, and dealings develop. Today there exist many problems that could not by any means have existed in their times. We should not stand with our hands tied saying that our legislators have not found a ruling for this problem or that. We should work at finding a solution, making use of their efforts, and depending before everything else on God’s Book and His Prophet’s Sunna” 
In the last part which is titled “The Ends of Islam” there are three chapters, the first one is “the education of the individual”, the second is titled “social reform”, and the third one is titled “world peace” where he says: “Islam is not a religion of one people or merely of one age. It is a religion of all people at all times, a religion for all who seek right and believe in it… it is only natural, then, that Islam should be greatly concerned with world peace at all times”. This can be seen in the following:

a. We are not supposed to be enemies to the non-Muslim peoples merely because we are different in religion. On the contrary, we have to love them and make peace with them so long as they prove to be friendly. If, however, we are attacked, retaliation will be inevitable.
b. Islam, moreover, orders us, for the sake of peaceful coexistence among the people of the whole world, to treat non-Muslims well, to forgive their wrongs and to be as human, in our behavior, to them as we are to the holders of our own religion.

c. World peace can be achieved if every country keeps into word and fulfils its promises. Modern history, in whose turbulent current we live, validates this fact.

You may read the whole points in the book. I would prefer to quote the following paragraph which exactly describes our situation. Moussa says: “it is, therefore, enough to point out that imperialism could only find its path to the East when the Great powers perjured their promises to the small countries. What makes anxiety the dominant mood of the world today is the breach of promises given by the international institutions, such as the League of Nations in the past and the United Nations Organization at present, to small countries. Because of this, we find that all the powerful are braggarts, and all, the week are fettered, while the world as a whole is plighted with a feverish race for the multiplication of distinctive weapons. Islam, as we all know, is against this made race.”
Now the time for Al Nadawy’s opinion, Al Nadawy says that “this book is one of the best on this subject I have ever seen. It combines dogmatic theology, history, doctrine, jurisprudence, exposition, teachings, intellect and sentiment”.  He follows up telling that “the best thing distinguishing it from other books tackling the same subject is its courage, candor, clarity and profound belief that Islam is the eternal religion, which is fit for all ages and places and which meets the need of humanity at any time and everywhere. The book is also distinguished by the intellectual independence characterizing its researches”. (Saber)
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