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Study of Deutero-Isaiah’s Second Servant Song

£ K
Dong WANG

Abstract: In 587 B.C., Jerusalem was conquered by the
Babylonians. The fall of the kingdom of Judah brought
unprecedented suffering to the Jewish people. This essay studies
the historical, political and theological situation of the Israelites
during their exile. From Deutero-Isaiah’s perspective as an exile,
we explore the political history of the Jews’ oppression at the hands
of surrounding nations. We also look at post-exilic Jewish
monotheism against the theological background of the
Mesopotamian world. From the holistic perspective of the Book of
Isaiah itself, we focus on the plight of the Israelites as a community.
In studying the Second Servant Song, we observe how Yahweh
trained His servant, how through the Word given to His servant He
addressed the problems of an exilic community in the public

arena—including social issues within the community and in its




interactions with Babylonian society; and finally, how He led the
exiled Jews back to their homeland.

Keywords: exile, return to monotheism, servant, return
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“fe N7 BHEE BN EFR (Deutero-Isaiah) VU H EZ4H
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CHHREBE T BT RIS IRR R, O S AR B A
B8 43 10 N 2 B AT IROL A SCERRE R HE AT 9T, T ol B
R (LB E) M2E, KSERBBEANZIOTERK
ERCABURS TR, AGAER (ELEE) KRRk
AF, HE_DIBETENBUAES . W2 S H BRI
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@ Harry M. Orlinsky, Studies on the Second Part of the Book of Isaiah
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(O Richard A. Gabriel, The Military History of Ancient Israel (Westport:
Greenwood Publishing Group, 2003), 2-3.

@ Antony Tharekadavil, Servant of Yahweh in Second Isaiah: Isaianic
servant passages in their literary and historical context (Frankfurt am Main;
New York: Peter Lang, 2007), 16.

® D. L. Smith-Christopher, “Reassessing The Historical and Sociological
Impact of the Babylonian Exile (597/587-539 BCE),” in James M. Scott (ed.),
Exile: Old Testament, Jewish, and Christian conceptions (Leiden [The
Netherlands]; New York: Brill, 1997), 13-14, 16-17.
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- @© Antony Tharekadavil, Servant of Yahweh in Second Isaiah: Isaianic
servant passages in their literary and historical context, 17.

@ Iain Provan, V. Philips Long, Tremper Longman III, 4 Biblical
History of Israel (Louisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003), 277.;
William Sanford Lasor, David Allan Hubbard, Frederic W. Bush, Old
Testament Survey: The Message, Form, and Background of the Old Testament
(Eerdmans: William B. Publishing Company, 1996), 218.
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(@ Antony Tharekadavil, Servant of Yahweh in Second Isaiah: Isaianic
servant passages in their literary and historical context, 22.

©@ Antony Tharekadavil, Servant of Yahweh in Second Isaiah: Isaianic
servant passages in their literary and historical context, 2.

@ Ibid., 29-30. |
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® Colin J. Humphreys, The Miracles of Exodus: a Scientist's Discovery
of the Extraordinary Natural Causes of the Biblical Stories (New York: Harper
Collins, 2003), 299.; W.C. Kaiser, 4 History of Israel: from the Bronze Age
Through the Jewish Wars (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1998), 417.
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[Pa.]: Susquehanna University Press, 2004), 120-121.

® Claus Westermann, Isaiak 40-66 (London: SCM Press, 1969) 3.
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servant passages in their literary and historical context, 32.
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(D Antony Tharekadavil, Servant of Yahweh in Second Isaiah: Isaianic
servant passages in their literary and historical context, 35-36.

BT (58 23 3 2010 )



—, B, K A

REVRPEESR. CHEMERRNL, HEAE: EhERNA
&, HIER GHREE 3:15). kiE, EHBEDHIRI%E
HE TR T, B AR R TR IR R, R
W R BRI B BT RUSMRA A B (%
RET 20:2-3), EMEE T EIMEOB M, LERERIE
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H, MYBEAEUETIARENABSSMEAMEA, Bl
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BB, MEEETT UG ANRAOEE. T, E28BH0
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SRR B LLASAFTT KB B LB R, TS
BRAIEE (1 2:7), BRE—EREMNTEL, 2 HBEMHEETL |
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FINFEHE, BAEMFEREREBMOATS (£ 2:11-12, 14).
WRI%, MBIFRITRERRIZE (£ 4:3), CPEBELLGT]E N,
BERRATIRAEHEBHZE, UaFINEYH, 23T EHE
FIFRBIN L&, AP, 18 REE SRk B b B A L (35
W, RIEFIFLE 18:16-46 HT5RE) 540 AR S5 T BN
B RO R TR UE 2 ORISR0, B EALERA

O WELUATHUATRETEARRR, WEMmMREIRMER
R R E P RS, BOEEEFEDLATIKM, HE2F
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@ Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Toward an Old Testament Theology (Michigan:
the Zondervan Publishing House, 1981), 137.
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—BRE, RETHEREIMARENSENRE.
 HBERE, $EZBREE AT SCRML, EnEE
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Gods of Canaan: A Historical Analysis of Two Contrasting Faiths (Garden
City: NY: Doubleday & Company, 1968); Lawrence E. Toombs,“ When
Religions Collide: The Yahweh/Baal Confrontation,” in Julia M. O'Brien and
Fred L. Horton, Jr. eds, The Yahweh/Baal Confrontation and Other Studies in
Biblical Literature and Archaeology: Essays in Honour of Emmett Willard
Hamrick (Lewiston: Mellen Biblical Press, 1995).

@ Lawrence E. Toombs,“When Religions Collide: The Yahweh/Baal
Confrontation,” in Julia M. O'Brien and Fred L. Horton, Jr. eds, The
Yahweh/Baal Confrontation and Other Studies in Biblical Literature and
Archaeology: Essays in Honour of Emmett Willard Hamrzck (Lewiston:
Mellen Biblical Press, 1995), 37.
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LB H IR AtIE — B EL, L Robert Karl Gnuse, No other Gods: Emergent
Monotheism in Israel (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, ¢c1997); Mark S.
Smith, The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel’s Polytheistic Background
and the Ugaritic Texts (New York: Oxford University Press, 2001); Mark S.
Smith, The Memoirs of God: History, Memory, and the Experience of the
Divine in Ancient Israel (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004). :
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@® Antony Tharekadavil, Servant of Yahweh in Second Isaiah: Isaianic
servant passages in their literary and historical context, 46.

@ Rainer Albert, A History of Israelite Religion in the Old Testament
Period: Volume II: From the Exile to the Maccabees, trans. John Bowden
(Louisvill, Ky.: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1994), 370.

® Yehezkel Kaufmann, History of the Religion of Israel, volume IV:
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@ Ibid., 22.
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