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Abstract

In the recent publication of Lai Pan-chiu, Mahayana
Christian Theology: Thought Experiments of Sino-Christian
Theology, we see once again his exploration to the resource of
Mahayana Buddhism to reflect and evaluate Christian
Theology in terms of comparative theology and to develop a
kind of Sino-Christian Theology with it. Compared with other
relevant works, Lai’s work has three prominent characteristics.
Firstly, it synthesizes the research method of comparative
theology and that of theology of religions. And he successfully
indicates that the Western confessional theology is not the
only option for Sino-Christian scholars to do theology, since
they can further enrich and deepen their own understandings

of Christian beliefs through their constructive dialogues with
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Mahayana Buddhism and other Chinese traditional religions or
cultures. Secondly, he makes his comparative study between
Christianity and Buddhism progressing from external phase to
internal phase. In Chinese traditional religions and cultures,
there are many unique resources that can help us to resolve
some fundamental problems faced by contemporary
Christianity. Finally, his book not only comes down to
theoretical issues, but also touches on many practical issues in
contemporary Chinese Protestant church. Although the name
Mahayana Christian Theology is not Lai’s invention, his
discussions on this topic have more realistic pertinences than
those of his predecessors and contemporaries. His research is
very helpful for the theological development and religious

practice of Chinese church.
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