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The Indigenized Characteristics of

Modern Ministry Poetry in the Chinese Mainland
during the Republican Period
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Abstract

The modern ministry poetry is non-singing poetry written by
Christians for the missionary purpose. In this paper, the modern
ministry poetry in the Chinese mainland flourishing from 1921 to
1949 will be studied against the background of the Christian
Indigenization Campaign in the 1920s. Compared with western
religious poetry, the objective of modern ministry poetry is clearly
directed to missionary work. The contents of the poetry widely
involve secular life, and the quality and writing skills of different
modern ministry poems are disparate. These characteristics came
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from the special period of the Republic of China (1912-49) and
gradually faded after 1949.

Keywords: The Republic of China (1912-49), the Chinese Mainland,
modern ministry poetry, Christian Indigenization Campaign
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