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Reinterpreting the “Agedah” Motif

in Modern Hebrew Literature
ZHONG Zhiqing

Abstracts: This essay will explore how the “Agedah”

» BMREEAFEKERNUATIEEMSHARKERZRBRTEL
XHREERER.
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motif in Genesis 22 is reinterpreted in modern Hebrew literature
through investigating three major modern Hebrew literary genes:
poetry, fiction and drama. We may argue that the traditional
religious archetype “Agedah” has been represented in a secular
way by different modern Hebrew writers and poets. Such
representation and reinterpretation of traditional motif or
archetype might help modern authors and poets to understand
their own existential situation, and themselves in the meodem
world. The focus of “Agedah” in modem Hebrew literature is
not the relationship between God and man, but the conflicts
between man/men and his/their social and political contexts, or
among human bei'ng themselves.

Key words: Agedah; modern Hebrew literature; religious;

secular
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BIEHBEXERE, TR, A-RA¥ FARER
FHAMY THEERRTBRAAER, RASE, AEM
BLFo

4 THEEARATRLEMBEREUFH(RERART
fle bW E), EASBAZR, ERPENLELATE,

IS HPENEEE —RRREF THAE,

16 Bfn et , MEFTRE FETRYLT,RER
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17 %8, ALBABRER, RFH AL EAFHS
REWMEARLWE  BAWY, RFHLBHEAKHRIT,

IBHEH LT EBLERNERRR, BEARTAT
KMo

19 TREIMAFEAMMAMRE, 11— F £ % £ A
REX THAFREANRE, @

MAHAELE, XEEN 19T XFTUS E TS

FITEMRELFELREMBATE, TREYAL, EAREE
i CREXE,"EAHENITAGSNSE, B27RLWHW
STEANFHECHE—NETRIBE. £37RH 107HR
FARERN EFZE, FFMEANE A5, BFUREE
BEFT L ZERB RIS MU KEFRARARE-NE
FOAHBRNEE ., XBWARXEREBREE, S FERERH
REXENHA, FUFUFIRRFEHBASGLFER X
ERFUR EANFENZEFELE. BISBVITEREE K
HAEXAEFER BBREABNERRFH  EARESIMAE

O 3IXZRFHALEIPXANEE,
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HERMAENEE, BEERE,

HRRAFEXMERHBELREMELNES, HEI
W %% ZLFEE MEZXBNLARE" X —EH AR
MELPETFLURKKE, ORMEMEELUERE SRAAS
AMERRWBERRRAER . LFESRANFLY, FiithHsE
B MR FAEZHIL MER ERON", HER EN”
(FIARIELRTamim” , XX BRFHFE RN, HFE X
AT, HUMENERELANFRTEMHRAKE
BATRRBM NS B EFNBHNER, W EFREGSAER
UK M RE ) B R, RIS BR PR E,

ERKIEERAZTBHNBELET UBRE"HES
EENUBFFAR  RRETANFHEMREH IR, HARR
B RN AR, 5 UMBXERRETREHE, U
BERKH_THESO AXKEEZRA 2, BARAEIDH
Y EANFEEE EFRXRARE. RABEREBIH U
IR A2 B O WA O LR B T X R A2
HAEE,  URRREERAEY. LENUBHEARELT
2% MEGREXUBFAROEYHKE. EHEABEBAR
g Zeytsk, Bt AR E SRR

“HEEALA" (Midrash) R B 5 HE X L0 UM THHA
Ao ZERFAMEEADRFZHA O HRRMRE , DA H(HEE
AP HBEANFRERT EFRHS. OFRNBERE

@  Caspi, Mishael Maswari, Take Now Thy Son: The Motif of the Agedah
(Binding) in Literature. North Richkland Hills, Texas.: Bibal Pr, 2001, 1.

Q@ “BRZAERAUAFEESN FEFEFRAABLACHER LFH
%R,

® BHERER10312% ,KEFKE,S W James L. Kugel, How to Read the
Bible, New York: Free Press, 2008, 125, Mififl-ZiFERilbIMNet373,

@ Rashi: Genesis, 22: 3.
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EX SNIE GOk Cosi 2 Botul CIWAEAVE £id - oL A
TR, ERAMRIEG P, AN R B AT S 9 L8«
A S R E SR = R IEE T, A AR kA A
EWEUMRENELXBY TEMRERBR EEHBE L6
A NBAEE H BT, EEERARES UBGERSEL N
BRERKASEARBRFENTALR. BIESERS
AR TS AR, XM B2 EFZE (TR (Kiddush
Hashem) B A7 KRB A ME JLFE A FHRBG

B T A BT MR K E B
IEEENMUETI A G ELRETOEAREZ — RES
ERHEZ BRI OEF X 2ER QER, OH 20U 42 4041,
“BUBAREE T RV A E E X B AA R R ke
BRR BRAKELHE, ZEEERBERKALEKRER P
BHEEER, XNETEREEL NERTRE ., 82, A5
BHBWER, LR RN — R AT, KEREWE
AR LU AR ANTE £, @

AKBIXELARTSR, BRFAREERAERRAEL L
BOR AR " WK 01T QM B A 4 A R e S R
X, NE BRI NSO MBS RS B %

@ Irit Aharony, “The Outcry, the Question and the Silence-Sarah and the
Akadah in the Midrash and in Contemporary Israeli Literature”. In Unbinding
the Binding of Isaac. Eds. Michael M. Caspi & John T. Greene Lanham:
University of America, 2006, 152-161.

® 2 R Gershon Shaked, “Modern Midrash: The Biblical Canon and Modern
Literature”, in AJS Review, 28(2004): 44,

® & R Yael S. Feldman, Glory and Agony: Isaac’ s Sacrifice and National
Narrative. California: Stanford University Press, 2010, 20,

@ Jon D. Levenson, “The Rewritten Agedah of Jewish Tradition”, in The Death
and Resurrection of the Beloved Son. New Haven and London: Yale University
Press, 1993, 174.
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RRFBARFRET NS0 EEZ R RERER UK
ME"HE, URBRRKARNREEESEFNE,

1948 SE M LL S “ ML iR S " ERF L RANRIH RN R
KERTR, RRXERELHEE ERAARESP EFHER
. 8%mRERLBCHILT vERMHTEE. ARAHEkR
HRANKRMEEBER LBME "G 288, 5 R E AR R
AR A B W L B 5 B R TR O B KR
WA S M, IS L BRABE AKX -KLET
- AT A W ZORAR ,  EARORR R ™ B S R 28 ¢ ST R B R
FARBER RGNS B R 2R

SHhERHEREARAGE, HSRUBARN SRR ENRZEZEZ
RERLTHERES, ARE 5 C 850 RIRERE, 800 A%
HRRE R EREMLE ., BEs, EERBEHUATIEERA
MACHERMNESD T NHE ARDECEENRRKEREN
BEET MO, TER R EE, FRBAR", B
8- B (Haim Gouri) (AT #5) 2 Mttt 45 f BESLIT AR A AR
AR ARG E R EAEmANER, B4 FRECHRES
B LA ", DU A B A 1 P B i A

BARRATE, PR L | DA
REBEARNTHE2 AZWRBL ABEARNH K,
REXNMER, B FERBNE L,
EE R &R,
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EWN—uNEET BEHE M REH X
BRI REEREHR L,
WA AL, B A B R B
NEBANEE, ©

HitFet, 22 P UAREERNLEZRRREHUEZ T,
DUMAERLR  AFEEMEAGR. B8 - HEFPERRS
MERHERAR—-TA MEFAEAENARKHE, FH
i 8 1B PR 5 = A PT A T B 3 3 2 3 AL R - BB (Yitzhak
Lamdan ) B {5 B 89 AR 18 “ B K W4 52 i %7 (Yitzhakyot) , B % 1A 3R 15
‘DR —ANERER, TEHUBMRRE KA, CHBAE
ANE(ERZ L) - X E  “RINBEBBELL, R
MHEEHNFEALEIXE, FERAMRFEZRER R
RITWEB R RIE."CBR,“RINBEBBAXE"REER
MIEEHHEE, RERERAKRENME, HH, EHE LR
EABRLFE MERKEEEXBEAMRKABERRREK
B, REFHSET LFEREHNFENELEHREE , &
REZXAHRNAEEE(HEENEIRARKOER.

A6, 5 A 10 R 3B 3 ATE R oy A 725 A8 X B O B b A
EHE JIEMRLHNARR, N EWERBLES -5
FER, S8 TEEMSI-EHETOPEERLEHE . X
HEURIERM KR EEHZ —EREEMN L L& LR T RRE:

O #FEUBTIHARXERBRITFTRENEN,

@ Ruth Kartun-Blum, Profane Scriptures: Reflections or the Dialogue with the Bible
in Modern Hebrew Poetry. Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College, 1999, 22. “The
Binding of Isaac in Modern Hebrew Poetry”, in Proaftexts, 8, 3(1988): 294.

®  Yitzhak Lamdan, Al Hamizbech, in Kol Shiri Yizhak Lamdan, ed., Simon
Halkin, Jerusalem: Mosad Bialik, 1982.

@ T. Carmi, The Penguin Book of Hebrew Verse. London: Penguin, 1981, 565.
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BF AT RM,
EREHEHR,
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ETRRRK
WhEE, EAAHEM,

BREF-AELET TR,
i ET
INSSE:F £ ]

HRNEBEREATEFACH EFNEMNETE, UFE
EMiim—-MET 224758, CURBAMNHECRE NN

O ERRAER—FHBERARE, B(EHR)HEERRE#H (Erch
Auerbach) X Bl , — B EFBUHMNZZMABEALNELRERN. 21
Erich Auerbach, Mimesis. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003,14,
Bhite LHFHSCEARTRILTRESILOERE B EAAFRR
BEMENG, IRBRNEAN RERAREN, IRBRAARENECHE_E
. ZRBEE - BEX(ATEND NP EAZSXEHNRIS=H,LK:
NBIC%E i3, 2009 4, 45 159—160 | .
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BE NSRRI, XN ERLA SH, £ EHGEE
RREHEE], A EE BB R TR, SR, MBI g, 9
WHBRNEENTE, SEOFREATREME, BEMERT
MBED EHANELEA EPAROES, BEXRKEERY
B, USEATANREEBIRMUS 0, TR T8 — &5
2B A . HIRAT B BB LU B PR R S TR
B HTHO MBI G T RIS X HE8 T, A A fE
HRENENF LR SAG. TRASNRT BA kI
Bl BB KRBT RBENEN+FE, EHE TR 5055,
Ho A B PR E G, 18 T 3 1 B SR B A RS2 B L 5 3K
%4 ANTRORE L FNERETAE.
ERARERES b ABRASAEERBEE EARTHRA
AT SF B IMAEN B 2 R xt 44 Bk £ L BB R kIR
AEHRTERM, BE R, EFERGEE A FEERELNY
Bk, WRAEH WREFREEN, BAMIFLMRAA
MERBTAR? ERFRFEEFEMB? HEEX 8 7T %
M, ELBEFXERABERNESTRE. WRRKKAN EF
RRBN, WTEEMEET KERRE MR EHFEN YRR
KABFGHHER? BEHAN B2 - HEAER RELE
HREABARZOARMENR? HER, EAERERDY
ST, UBBRE " TUAEIEERRRESENHR. E5E
BrmAMERAEN RETES, ARAN, FHEFHRILT,
AR ARRLE, A URRELEARENBE. FREM
(Amir Gilboa) B{ LA SO B B & Z &G A — MR HEHIIE .
ERRLE (BN~ —HRAS - AKRERAFEER

@ “The Binding of Isaac in Modern Hebrew Poetry”, in Proofiexts, 8, 3 (1988): 189.
@ T. Carmi, The Penguin Book of Hebrew Verse. London: Penguin, 1981, 560.
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EZFUMRE"—BXFEXF—RMTEREZNGE:

WR,ABAEKT RS
RfEEHM
RWEFHAEMNEF,

—RARFERAERKER K,
FEMA EHRSM,
RETRHEBELE.,
8,88, hRIHUHK,
RHEFRHEBETL2BRAT

MM BRAEZBER SRR XLRRZ AR IE—FHK
EBE. WREESTOUMTERRELEX—AERERE
BT, AL S /KA SRE, RER ORI BEE
GRARDME LY BHERIKEMEEL, £8R L, HK
WAREEREST KM L MBS, TREET T %"
B, B — T A SR, R R 2 e
DB PR e SRS HCNAENEE S, TR T
ABAERTRAAZLBSWER, SHEXLOASRGE
B FHFRBLNA, UBRA REME, BA EFNEE, B
RERFZERYHAE, FEXEIERD,“EH"(displacement) £
BRE - HEEH, B ERENTE EAAERNEH. ©
ZREHILTFERRE MU TERERETHERANSHE
Y EENRRENKBRARALNICN., S/REMETFR,

O HEHEL - BXEANAINET ZRE5AE"HALR), RFFE, L0
HEBL R IMIRE 200445 , 8164,
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1937 SEMEAEHEA £ X HE R BB B @, KR AMEKRREA T
T, RANFERE AGEFRThORRERY:

HEENRERE,&T,
R8BI,
CENE M T A LR
Be%ta.

LEEEFMR,
RAFHEZE -,
R8T NK,
-PHE,

AAEEWIEBAR,

HRERNEUNE T EENZEEE, BEL RKICILA 1
BBt E . B, R KBRFRKT, ZLERPHLU
B AT i AR 8 A &) Tk b B AR AR & B ans .
RFEABHRLSILFHEBRR SR XRAFZKERER A
HERFEEFERRRNGR . XMEERERHKBERTEA
IR MBI R , AR E & & B SO fE Ge 72 TR A & B TH s A9 Dk
o SR, XEFRFERERELR—H BRHBETAKER
MENTRFHELMKEEEHMEZ ., FREXMHER
ENERBER T, EREME 1937 EEEEBERHITE, ML
BEAiZ MEE RAGMARAREER, 5 LmErE— LKA
EMBER. FXSEERAFEBREBICOMENES . &5
T 1948 ELAATIR ML RS, mk,“ LARRES "B i B AR
A—FRBEHTE R, RIE MR B KB R RE RS X
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ARFERDHBLUAR T XEEE UBRE " H R,

20 H42 604 FUMER T XIEME AU BSIERORRAY
A (A. B. Yehoshua) FE(( 2 JE 564 ) 5" LIRS " B )O—
X R RENE(EREEVEEAAEHNFEHNARE
BHER. BANFRASOR T HEEER 47BN T 1L AR
ZHEWMBRE. BE—Bh LB EAEROKE N, B
X EPHSRABEIR A CRSEREPARARANRE, *t
EASHE—R—-EHRURAZR, TRHSEANE D EEER,
AL EE T LR B — N ABEREG A, DMEAKEEMESS
FIE T 1982 4 B0 B B UK F 01 B L 1944 4E 19 55 — ik tth 57 K AR e
B 1918 4FHSE — Wl 57 K AR 45 R Z B (BB 2 BRI R R LR
BER) . ERXRRAANEEHFHEET HERMEHK) 1899
FRRZRRREEEXKRSBI, UK 1948 F BB E R K
EIGEFHZ B, MBRKAERRRANBENFELEEE, WA LLE
WA R P HILEHERES T 19 L0 AR K E LESNER
KB PTG S, SR EE P B R (— A #2 AR B80S it 25 B HR %
BENNYE FTRANERRKANT L SEE, OMiXLd

@ A. B. Yehoshua, “Mr. Mani and the Akedeh”, In Judaism: A Quarterly
Journal of Jewish Life and Thought. 50.1 (Winter 2001): 61. “ffist" — a6y %
A3k 1E X Korban, Lehakriv,

@ Xt ,Middle Eastern Literature and Their Times ! Bernard Horn B 3CEE (“The
Shoah, the Akedah, and the Conversation in A. B. Yehoshua's Mr. Mani”,
Symposium, Volume 53, Number 3 / Fall 1999, 136 - 150) #F U RFERE
Kt Ait,Middle Eastern Literature and Their Times 8% H R BAR, R
BT BYEE-RRAEAE L ASHHETR . I1899FEF=ZRMKE
EEXKRERTRR, WEKENHRIEQ R 1899 £3{E 18974,
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¥ LR ESHB MRS HEXEK, RAFL -0 EPHL
F-ERFENRANEFEEFHAZHATRE  SHE
AIERRESNNE, XLEBEEMNAERLEFPHRAD M
HOMBEMEE, ’

/NERE A IHE , IFEN R VL R B LU " X i 0
W EEEIMERANRBEN _TFRAN—-IMNEIEE,
RIEARERREN—TRALAPE -8R, MTF 1799 F 4
ETEHE LERYTER -8R .BEEF —TF—& ILFHMY
FR-BREMEMMOE_S L= EPLANADHE
R-BREEMERL)., SHINEAREFRARF, £XK3E
B, & REERBNWANE, LR LT ELHEM B E
T, 5—EMEREACER=TSHRA, ALl FARARNSF
R, RERE  REEFHEHAEC.,

THNFE-ERAELEWHLECHAERBBMLARKE, 1846
F HIILTFAZTRENEREEPE— AT HREBA RITH
A UEPRECHFRERTHTE HEXMRANEET
HEHY. TREANEHMILTETREES EX2AILTY
BRI H AT A5 Y BT RS  FEESES UL
BHERZEIMAREE; AFRBE, XERHBAAT RaE
DREKAMBEAAN". OREMRE, hEREXBUNETER
FOHHEBER, AFKKRANKREAE  BERALFM, EAMNE
EILFRESILBRK, UEEEREHE K. EREIXHE
B EANTFANEC RN, R B, A bt X620 .
PLHRIA T A -, IR A, Tk AL LA B G BT
EE.

@ A. B. Yehoshua, Mr. Mani. Trans. Simon Halkin, New York: Mariner Books,
1993, 323.
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BABTRHRIMEN URBRE"X—FRE(EREE)F
ZRHH, MABEMECFHETTRE LS, AREAEL(2RE
S )X ERAE &, AR IR T SR AR BR KA B s ek b
EHX—EEN FAMATHMHET BFEREECENAER
BB, XR—MREURMNEL—RRKABRY T ER, IR
“DABBRE X AT E R R E R R A BT ik
XM EAFREIGS REENEARENZLBHMA
., EHTEME AHERLTENATHER D, E5HEH
LEERED EELNELHELE FRRYE, AABENEHR,
‘URRE"RERERKGISELZHRE AEEHRAFEMHIL
FUBRTHEE, AR CER LF—Kitdr. O 4 HEaE
(8REL)—-FHEK, EREHLUAIR K AN IERE”
K 4 A0 R W A X — A R M S h R k. HAK
B AR BT R 2 SO A B M RS R A R R A T
KPR K fE kAR R R R I R

EFEEGHRET, BHFZF AT KM E B 5K
®LOEERE, 8 FHFRAEMR RIIZER, 0588 A £ fb
KRR, PEMRE, AL LB RERK KA, RREITHER
MEX—R(ER) FH—Hf—ELBARHESH). ARfb
SBBHABETEES, TRULBANSHETUAOMAY
BER . 5h—-REE. MAZTKRSERNFEECHTE, AR
REEBEBG N L E, S AT &R 8 T B F R LR
EMBAE L. REATENIT LW KRS TR ILTFERCVIRE,
BB MR ILF N T4 B HE T 5 KA 0 50X — 4 A
BENEETMRES. NMEVE FE, REER S URRE"Z

@ A. B. Yehoshua , “Mr. Mani and the Akedah”, In Judaism: A Quarterly
Journal of Jewish Life and Thought. 50.1 (Winter 2001): 61-62.
@ Mr. Meni319.
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HAEEEENBER, ARXELE LR, ZE2F URRE"HHR
BER WAL B ZE BN B O £ A R0, IS B E X BB R
FWIA BT . OERATANE, LR, EABBHLURGFR
HERDWY MEREEHNY. BEATLEFRE HFXN
7 % B 1L i TR T LS9 AR A0 S R A R T LA L 3
i, Ry EENE R, ERE, EARFAEHETSA
FROBRA EETHBRETME, EAREE A THACDH
FRBUEN ERERILBRETARLES BEREFSE X
HFRAHABTENRAZ -, BEEMHEE LR HR K
REFLEAEHHE,

1L

DEBRAEEEXBRAIAERE RN ESHARTAR
REMPFERLE UHRE " HAN YR EELaY, XES
PAadE +ERMREAYZ —FE % (Aharon Megged) 7E 20
42 504 AR AU1E i B A TUR - R 1 ) fm LA E

(UK - ZE TR ) LAJK B % 39 1] O 2K S B UH 5 K A T iR L 4R 8
AR R £ LN EXHEFNRRAEMR. Eit
R QFRBERRA, 1921 F B4 FAXMET— L T8
RAAZR ARG FHELRKERMEIRR, AWML E
MHEC Att, EWLAABNEZIRFHE AAHEHX
2XR, BETEZINAKEEE LB EANEm, pH /=225

@ ‘“The Shoah, the Akedak, and the Conversation in A. B. Yehoshua's Mr.
Mani”, Symposium, Volume 53, Number 3/ Fall (1999): 137.

@ Middle Eastern Literature and Their Times. 311.

® Aharon Megged, Hanna Senesh. % {H 3 3U % RE ] it F 1958 4 , Trans,
Michael Taub, in Israeli Holocaust Drama. Syracuse: Syracuse University
Press, 1996,
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B EREFTRYZE, MEAEGEF S ARAERRAENTE
FEEARR, ZAXENHFRE. 405K, BHIERKAE
AMEENEENENFESRRKANRKRRS TE, EfL#
wRKM I REEAREER, UEHEMHRAA . FEHE,
it 0 57 S0 TUA™ S 55 7 60 2F 1 Y 91 i 68 5 422 8, o i v ] G 4
TRAR, AT MR EN -+ =5,

M EFENBAENER S, X —H R (ritual
sacrifice) B B MM BRAF T “LIBBME "ERPRIFE,
REFHRKRETEBHABREH THSERXR BB A AR
ABRH#THS UHRE” BEXFEFOMHEEHE . TLA
DURMEHELSE(LF) SRE (LA ZRE(UHOH
AEWHEREXE). RERBAFESRONRAEER,
READAESE, EEAHE—mBEE . X — AR
FRANTFRETRIFERXENERIRE. B20H2 204
R, SRR IFR SO MM EB B LG, EFENE
ERAGHBHIL, HERZESEI e RERARKEHEXH
BT RE, ©

BRE\EUBRE"RAERER L ARACRE L E MRS
MR AEFH, EM X —NAAERATRAFZA
E—HEEUMSREXF)NNESH. B5°URBERE "R
BhwaeHRzs, EWLARSTRE—-HERER, HiRRRF
EHEEFZARQOMBI0FRMKREE ELEHLE, L
MRE"HAPRREGSENLS) BUSHAEHER—EE
BROKM AN , 55 R FE , 2 T 6 oy 1 2R 9 32 40—
BAER F— BRSO, M ERUBTIAFREHN EER

® Ruth Kartun—Blum, Profane Scriptures: Reflections on the Dialogue with the
Bible in Modern Hebrew Poetry. Cincinnati : Hebrew Union College, 1999,
19-21.
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W T AR FE,EW LR R KRN R R AN
FRAERE, IR —FHEXA SR ET-RENAA.

BERUETIALER, ZEBEHTEW L AR LT
FFE TR SR KM T X, B B BB R AR, R B
BT L EREREE R AR AR X, Ei
TSR, G F OB E LIRS — itz X
HEPE, EWLFARERGTAFR KA, ATHLH K
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MEARREREERBEERAE L U ANBERIRE"D, £
it K , RIRTETH AR R G, TR R . R B
R —EA FEZHERIG . BB TEM, SZHR, i
Fr B4 B F 15D B B0 2 R AN, U0 ey 2 O 50t SR R AL
HZIH U AT RENES, LRA R 24 A C ML, E6E
AHMILERRAGERTRIEES, MESRNARSE, RAT
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