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Lukan Reinterpretation on Friendship

and Stewardship in Roman Culture:
——The Unrighteousness Steward (Luke 16:1-13)

and the Exhortation to the Roman Rich
YANG Yan

Abstract: The parable of the unrighteous steward (Luke
16: 1-13) is one of the most perplexed episode among the
parables of Jesus, as well as one of the most discussed episode
among the scholars, due to its controversial theme and details.
In general, the interpretations of the scholars can be divided into
two categories on the basis of the understanding of Luke 16:
8a-13. Some scholars regard Luke 16: 8a-13 as true praise,
while others view it as ironical critics. Because the first opinion
has strong text evidence {d8ikiag indicates that the behaviors of
the steward is not righteous, and papwvig appears three times,
which shows that the key point of this episode is the issue of the
wealth) , this paper will adopt the first opinion and deepen it
with the analysis of the immediate context and social context of
the episode. We attempt to present that Luke borrows and
re—interprets the concept of friendship and stewardship in
Roman culture, to exhort them that they are only the stewards of
their wealth and shall manage it rightly to gain the return.

Key words: the parable of the unrighteous steward;

friendship ; stewardship ; reinterpretation
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